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Department of Justice* 
Atten. Mr, g. Ugar Hoover* 


■■ihiagtSB) 3« C* 


Dear Ur. Hoover t 


a,, : 'PnRM6TinN CONTAINED 

77 i. 1 , , ,.i vni.u - 

“IN IS UNCLASSIFIED/ 



\ e\wew 


^ The appended article wa printed in theljftw Yo rk Tin ee ierae ef ftti 

fYM' igptomgor 22« 1940 and if gated an proven facts * should go of vital importance to * 
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War Department as veil, as to that ef ether nations new controlled op insane dictate] 

XT a as the anther etatesfthe teleforce has seen perfected hy Hkola^esla»i 
would he a measure ef fOreoigfcfccdneos to insure hie constant guarding against his b< 
molested * possibly kidnapped and tortured* by alien eaeraiea fer the purpoee of eeisi) 
the secret of each an iasmiumhilo instnwent «f war aad/er defease 


The feregdng is offered just in case the article and its infsrsoces have no 
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“Death Ray“ for Plane* 

Nikola, trial*, oa« of tha truly 
fraat lnv iitor* who celebrated his 
eighty-foi rth birthday on July 10, 
tells th*| wrltar that ha atanda 
ready to'idtvulji to tha United 
Ptataa Government the aacrat of hla 
“tsleforc*," with which, ha amid, 
airplane motora would ba melted at 
a dlatano* of 250 miles, ao that an 
Invlaibla Chinese Wall of Defence 
would be built around tha country 
agalnet any attamptad attack by an 
enemy air force, no matter how 
large. 

This “teleforce, M ha said, la baaed 
on an entirely new principle of 
physics that "no one has ever 
dreamed about," different from the 
principle embodied in hla invention* 
relating to the transmission of alec* 
trlcal power from a distance, for 
which ha has received a number of 
basfo patents. This new type of 
force, Mr. Tesla said, would opsr- 
ats through a beam on* one-hun- 
drad-millionth of a square eantl- 
meter In diameter, and eould b* 
generated fronp a special plant that 
would cost no more than $2,000,000 
and would take only about three 
months to construct. 

A dozen such plants, located at 
strategic points along the coast, ac¬ 
cording to Mr. Tesla, would be 
enough to defend the oountry 
against all possible aerial attack. 
The beam wogld melt any engine, 
whether Diesel or gasoline-driven, 
and would also Ignite the explosives 
aboard any bomber. No possible 
defense against it could be devised, 
he asserts, as the beam wplfyl be 
all-penetrating. 

High Vacuum Mlmlaated 

Tbs beam, he states. Involves fo 
nsw inventions, two of which al¬ 
ready have been tested. Oh* of 
U a method and afepgj*$He 


.-&r producing "wary 

>t elec tri ca l fore*"; the third 
a me fh g fl for amplifying this 
c*. and the fourth is * nerw 
thod for producing “a tremen¬ 
dous electrical repelling force." 
This would b* the projector, or 
gun, of the system. The voltage 
for propelling the beam to Its objec¬ 
tive, according to the inventor, 
will attain a potential of 50,000,000 
volts. f 

With this enormous voltage, he 
sail), microscopic electrical parti¬ 
cles of matter will be catapulted on 
their ntlssion of defensive, destruc¬ 
tion. He has been working on this 
invention, he added, for many year* 
and has recently mad* a number of 
improvements In it. - 

Mr. Tesla makes one Important' 
stipulation. Should the government 
decide to take up him offer he would 
go to work at once, but they would 
have to trust him. He would suf¬ 
fer “no Interference from experts.” 

In ordinary times such a condi¬ 
tion would very likely Interpose an 
insuperable obstacle. But times be¬ 
ing what they are, and with the 
nation getting ready to sphnd bil¬ 
lions for national defense, at the 
same time taking in consideration 
ths reputation of Mr. Tesla as an 
inventor who always eras many 
ysare ahead of his time, the ques¬ 
tion arise* whether It may not be 
advisable to take Mr, Tesla at his 
word and commission him to go 
ahead with the construction of his 
teleforc* plant. 

Vuch a Device "Invaluable" 

After all, $2,000,000 would be rela¬ 
tively a very small sum compared 
with what is at stake. If Mr. Tesla 
really fulfill* hi* premia* the re¬ 
sult achieved would be truly stag¬ 
gering. Not only would it sav« bil¬ 
lions now planned for air defense, 
by making the country absolutely 
Impregnable against any air attack, 
but it would also save many mors 
billions in proparty that would 
othsrwie# be aurely destroyed no 
matter how strong the defenses art 
as witness current events in Eng¬ 
land. 

Take, for example, the Panama 
Canal. No matter how strong the 
defenses, a suicide equadron of dive 
bombers, according to some ex¬ 
perts, might succeed In getting 
through and cause such damage 
that would make the Canal un¬ 
usable, in which case our Navy 
might find itself bottled up. 

Considering the probabilities In 
* v#a lf the chances were 
100,000 to 1 against Mr. Tasla the 
odds would still be largely In favor 
a chance on apending 
*2,000.000. in the opinion of the 
writer, who has known Mr. Tesla 
for many years and can testify that 
ifi* still retains full intsUectual 
'° T > ths authorities In charge of 
****** the national defense should 
at once look Into the matter. Th* 
sum is insignificant compared with 
the ma gn it u de of th# Maks, 
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fcw ecertesy tad interest 1 m Wtefteg 

this Information to ay attention aim indeed 
appreciated, and you may be assured your letter 
mill recelre appropriate consideration* 


Unoerely years. 



Mgar Berrer 
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FBI NYC 
DIRECTOR 

TEST ft 

UNSUBS-EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND .RESEARCH OF HI KOI 

CEASED, -MRMK ESPIONAGE - H. BETEL /ORDER ABOVE HEADING TO UE BOREAS 
FROM THIS OFFICE DATED JAN NINE LAST* INQUIRY DEVELOPS THAT TESLA DIE 
JAN EIGHT, RATHER THAN THURSDAY, JAN SEVEN, AS MMK STATED IN 
REFERENCE TELETYPE. ON THE NIGHT OF JAN EIGHT, SAVAJMOSANOVICH, GEORG! 

"CLARK, AND XENNETH^HEEZEY VISITED TESLA-S HOTEL HITS’ A' REPRESENTATIVE 
OF SHAV VALKER CO. IN ORDER TO OPEN THE SAFE IN THE ROOM OF TESLA. 
KOSANOVICH LATER REPORTED TO HALTER CORSUCH, OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY 
CUSTODIAN, NYC, THAT HE VENT INTO THE BOOH IN ORDER TO SEARCH FOR A 
HILL OF TESLA. KOSANOVICH AND THE OTHERS HADE THE SEARCH OF THE SAFE 
IN THE PRESENCE OF THREE ASST MANAGERS OF HOTEL NEH YORKER AS HELL AS 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE YUGOSLAVIAN CONSULATE, IDENTITIES OF LATTER NOT 
YET KNOHN. AFTER THE SAFE HAS OPENED, SWEEZEY, TOOK FROM THE SAFE A 
BOOK CONTAINING TESTIMONIALS SENT TO TESLA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SEVEi 
TY FIFTH BIRTHDAY. THIS BOOK HAS ARRANGED FOR TESLA BY SHEEZEY. 
KOSANOVICH TOOK FROM THE ROOM THREE PICTURES OF TESU, THO BEING EN¬ 
LARGED NEWSPAPER PICTUREX. ACCORDING TO MANAGERS OF HOTEL AND KOSANO¬ 
VICH HIMSELF, NOTHING ELSE HAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM Oft SAFE. THE 
SAFE HAS THEN CLOSED UN DER A NEH COMBINATION, HHICH COMBINATION IS 
NOV IN POSSESSION OMMHBX KOSANOVICH. ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JAN 
NINEjN-SORSUCH AND BMMMK FTI2GERALD OF ALIEN PROPERTY CONTROL HENT TO 
HOTEL AND SEIZED ALL THE PROPERTY OF TESLA, CONSISTING OF ABOUT tHO 
TRUCKLOANDS OF HATERIAL, SEALED ALL ARTICLES AND TRANSFERRED THEM TO 
THE MANH ATTA N STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE CO. NY, WHERE THEY ARE NOW LOCATED 
AT THAT mm* TIME THERE HERE ALSO IN THIS WAREHOUSE APPROXIMATELY 
THIRTY BARRELS AND BUNDLES BELONGING TO TESU WHICH HAD BEEN THERE SINi 
ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR. THESE HAVE ALSO 4MNNIX BEEN SEALED AND 
ARE NOW UNDER ORDERS OF ALIEN PROPERTYjCUSTODIAN. IN VIEW OF FACT TESLi 
IS A US NATURALIZED CITIZEN, ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN FEELS THAT ITS 
JURISDICTION OVER PROPERTY IS DOUBTFUL BUT NMMK FEELS THAT NO OTHER 


AGENCY HILL BE ABLE 

COPIES DESTROYED^®, 
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GET mm TO THIS PROPERTY FOR AT LEAST TWO DAYS 
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PAGE TWO 

AFTER THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR WILL BE 
APPOINTED FOR THE PROPERTY WHO MAT TAKE THE PROPERTW1NTO HIS CUS¬ 
TODY. TESLA ALSO HAD SOME PROPERTY, MMMK ALLEGED BY INFORMANT 
FITZGERALD IN THIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN 
A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN NY. INQUIRY SHOWS 
THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY 

mb rntfD Ultunorn hat t ado Aurn urvrr'i turp »rtt tp pvtm Anrn iu. ha<»«» 

« »*» * nuni/m-w wv.MUiij V«bW 1IV/J6.1*. A <1A *9 D A Lb A <9 dtiLb VIL U ftlVLJ flUl tL 

APPE ARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE AT LEAST UNTIL' 
•*! DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE ATTEMPTS 
TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN BROPERTY. CONCERNING TESLA HOTEL MANAGERS RE¬ 
PORT HE WAS MNMX VERY ECCENTRIC IF NOT Wm MENTALLY DERANGED DURING 
PAST TEN YEARS AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IF HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE 
DURING THAT TIME, ALTHOPRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A VERY BRILLIANT 
INVENTOR. THEREFORE, ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE 
PRIOR TO THAT TIME. XOSANOVICH IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBED 

HIMSELF AS FORMERLY OIIOTF Yncnci AM MIHTCTPO nr ctatf itMQimrr Awn wnw 

, — - ---r - ^ ’ . «« « v wvHft t ««>iv* ^ V i fl 4 Am VH »V W * t* HMU 

QUOTE PONHH PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL PLANNING BOARD REP¬ 
RESENTING YUGOSLOVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND GREECE, UNQUOTE. 

SWE EZEY I S A WRITER FOR POPULAR MECHANICS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS WHO 
IS MMKX DESIROUS OF PUBLISHING A BIOGRAPHY OF TESLA AND THERFORE WOULD 
LIKE TO OBTAIN CONTROL Of HIS NOTES FOR THIS WORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED 
BY RCA AND WOULD ALSCfROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLAS EFFECTS IN ORDER 
TO USE THEM IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY. TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE 
WORKING ON EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. IT IS 
DESIRED THAT BUREAU ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FURTHER 
IN THIS PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF TAKING CONTROL Of'itT SUGGEST THAT,~ 

IN VIEW OF FACT THAT THE NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECH¬ 
NICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT REASON tM COULD NOT BE REVIEWED Wt 
EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PERSON THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVEL¬ 


OPMENT MIGHT BE INTERESTED. 
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DIRECTOR 

^LA^DF-rAsrn 3 * EXPERIMENTS 

i*-SLA, DECEASED, ESPIONAGE - M. NIKOLA T~SLA 

FORT? C ^oH S I? P TK£ el eetrical FIELD, L DIED 

,‘^-T r- n ..I lrf P^ AT THE HOTEL NEW YORKER, NEW YCR-' 

Taa-Iiic?i0M n- -PHH? t J3 a - ,y experiments IK connect 

J^„ION 0> ^Li.^THlCAL POEER AND -tit 

,™Lj! EA ™ vjItv accordi: ' g 10 information furnished 
5 iT £ P 7 p N Iu r AN “ £ 0 f”“ I : AE together with designs^of* 

TAKEN to p reserve them or to KEEP THE^FRO^fIlIin 

'iWo'L^-r? 1 ^^! T0 TH£ WAR EFFORT OF m™ 

AS lNT^E^’ C Js^^Y R ^^: E ir T ^}i A > s ^^ T 

c tron'' I ”t°-uho £ ^°?H””ts and plans, spanel believ, 

T0 S ?HI EN-MY ^A^^AtSfsrD^^-.^wrA^P THIS ^i^wiZdh 

■■•ELL AS Hi’ mSrkIn 0? L THE ^PARTK™ ^ <1^ VwPvTMP 10 - AS 
THE ABOVE. SPANEL WAS ALSOINTELEPKc'lC rlk"- « 1 I° S >5 ,KRI!i G 

L02AD0, ONE OF THE ADVISOR 0 vTr- D-irTn2^ U :': ICAT - Iu ‘ N * ITr * «■** OR D 
MATTER; AND L02AD0 TOLD SPANEL U^ QL CONCERNING THIS 

INTER rc T r D I" Tpr rrr - PTC ^^AT THE GOVERNMENT WAS VITALLY 

IN*5or.N^L^-„rcOu[Dir P RLJRVr A ^ E ?Hf5 TE0 p f^^ L P WSE NO TIME 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER WHO HAD EfE'rQUmTcLOSr^TO TrSi^nfer^TW^ AX 
TIME, ADVISED THE NEW YOR^ orrrrr tuIt P°P,J 0 TESLA Hl$"LlFE 

FORTY THREE, SAVA K0SAN0vicH rF GEOBrr A ri 4DiM A pu^ R Tr SEVENTH ' X1N£ TEEN 

SUM AND LAEORATOr/fOR RCA CH ANDTEMvrTK A pMf7rv C nPn^ CHARGE 0E THE X t'S- 
STREET, EROOLKV::, NY Wfmt’to xr^Ac ILS“ E LP^ 0F 0NE SIX THREE MILTON 

THE ASSISTANCE OF A LOCKSMITH RrJ^tmta I°? KES » AND WITH 

HAD INKIS ROOMS IN BKiKTpt cnMr^Pur^^f INT0 A £AFE WHICH TESL«_ 

IMPORTANT ELECTRICAL^fSrnSlP F n ?s?^^ LU ^ FA FP S > 2A 
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past'MONTH, TESlA TOLDpITproM TtuIt’ urPPP’ ET CETERA - WITHIN THE 
THE WIRELESS TRANSMISSI^tF^P^P^T A J, H P..^ PE ?P™I S IN CONNECTION VI in 
PERFECTED. 
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OF NIKOLA. TSS 


Nikola Tesla, one of the world’s outs 
the electrical field, died at his residence in 
York City, on January 7, 1943 . j n the courseye 
many experiments with respect to the traqe^fssi 
of radio and what is commonly celled th^P^De ath 
respect to the v/ireless transmission of electric 
been coj pitted aoo perfected, and Tesla had also co 
revolutionary type of torpedo which is not in ue 
tine. The specifications, explanations of the basi 
of Tesla’s scientific endeavors a**e reported to he 
reported to have some 80 trunks in different pi 
nl&ns bavin;* to do with his exp^rin^rts ?.s well 
his de’ r elon:n c rts in tne safety deposit box at t 
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* Information ooncernirg/Tesla’s experi; 

i£?w York Office by A* Ni Spanel/ard BloycAFitz 
engineer who had been o^ite close to Tesla' Eo 
indicated that r.o steps have been taken to pres 
or to keep t'ier* from filing irto the hands of 
Axis cowers. 
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Tesla has a distant relative by the n 
intensely disliked* Kosanovich is reported to 
of these important documents and clans, and Spa 
livelihood that Kosanovich. will make such infor. 
On January 7, 1945, Kosanovich, accompanied by p 
Ifuseum and Laboratory for RCA, and Kenneth-Ewez 
Tesla's rooms at the No tel New Yorker where, wi- 
broke into a safe in which Tesla kept some of 
important electrical formulae, designs, et cetera 

TNI 

!ir. Spanel, in addition to reporting th 
has also advised the headquarters of the Kiiitary 
virrnuY ? '-' oric i n ° r the Department of Justice in Tvas 
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of the advisors to Vice Presiden 4 - Wallace. 
BUY Government was vitally interested in the e 
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I* viol Spanel loose no time in doing all he could 
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The New York Office was instructed to dis 
with the State’s Attorney in New Y^rk City with the 
Yosanovich into custody on a burg3a:"y charge and ob 
which Kos&novich is reported to hare taken from Tes 
out that any activities pursued by the State’s Atto 
e. most secret fashion in order to avoid any public! 
inventions. The New York Office was aiso instructs 
Court in order that stops could be placed against t 
hir hotel and any other points, in particular, the 
hav» in order that no one mey enter them without a 
present and every precaution taken to preserve the secreo 
Tne New York Office is to keep the*Bureau advised of all 
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federal Sureau of Intu^tigation 
dnitefc States department of Bustire 
ttashingtott, B. C. 

January 12, 1943 

memorandum for MR. LADD 
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On Friday, January 8th, Mr. L. M. C. Smith called me 
in connection with the death of NikolcHTesla . He ad 
vised me that he was concerned about the possibili 
of enemy agents confiscating some of the trunks o, 

Tesla, who had died on January 7th. He understood 
the War Department was interested in this matter and 
that apparently the Alien Property Custodian's office 
was thking some action. He desired to frnow whether the 
Bureau would take some steps to refrain relatives of Tesla 
from taking the contents of his trunks and whether the 
Bureau would seise possession of the trunks. Mr. Smith 
indicated that he was talking to the Alien Property Custodian 
along the same lines. J told him that in view of the fact 
he was going to handle the matter with the Alien Property 
Custodian's. office, there did not appear to be any action 
which the Bureau could or should take • 
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tine m mimi photographs were turn by the ooudnen* Ai description 
thi eq lijMit 0 Md would tend to show that a nierofilh reproduction «m 
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tloned above by Sew lork letter (with attae 
entitled txnrans subjrctj bata k>ba»dtichj : 
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letter to Diredbr, FBI 
IT WhWl 


MR* POTTS itated that no Inquiry had b*m received fcy jfcnhattan twm 
Sava N* DSANO'vICH, nor had Manhattan informed bin, in aqy w/j that an «x- 
agl nation of the KSiA affeeto had boon aodo by anyone* Zh fact, addod )&, 
POTTS, tho only correspondence rolating to tho TMSLA ootato has boon in tt» 
fora of bill* for rtexogo. 

Mfe# POTTS statod that any personal inquire# regarding tho aatata would 
of naooooity ha directad to bin, and to data no ouch laquirloa hare boon made. 

Interviewing agents explained to MR. POTTS that tho Oraalnation node, 
ao oontioned abort, was not instigated by tho Bureau, aor had tho Buroaa taken 
part In that oiaal nation. 

Uftlass adriaod to the contrary, thio inrootl getlon la being plaood In 
a oloood otatuo, and no further inraatigatiro aetion la oontoaplatod by thio 
office. CLOSED. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Records 

tlT A *** "l—i 4 WH M* /V M ^ ^ 

neiDiJLXii^j uuil p U • U* 

Gentlemen: 




Of 


juS-^ w^yy? 


In a manner of introduction, I Wish to state that I am workihg 
toward a degree in Electrical Engineering at the Institute of^ 
Technology of the University of Minnesota. 

For several years, I have been engaged in a study of extensive 
eompaSB and detail concerning the researches tynd writings of 
the late, world renowned sclentiet, Dr. Nikol a^Tes la. At con¬ 
siderable expense, X have acquired an extensive collection of 
materials relating to Dr. Tesla and his x*orks which Include: 


1) Personal letters written by Tesla to his close friena. 



2) Numerous periodicals, some of which are to be found in 
only a few libraries throughout the United States. 

3) A few rare books which have now become “collector's 
items' 1 . 

H 

4) A collection of issued patents. 

Although the items listed are considerable in number, the spe¬ 
cific information desired is lacking. 

I understand it, because of the nature of Dr. Tesla's role 
in scientific developments, all research papers, patent 
applications, etc., were secured by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation at the time of Dr. Tesla's death in January of 


The purpose of this seizure, as described in numerous articles, 
was to determine whether these papers contained suggestions 
leading toward advancements in the field of science. 












Non it seems that sufficient time has elapsed for an inves¬ 
tigation of this kind. If Dr. Tesla's Estate has been released 
by the department in charge, any records that can be made 
available for examination will be welcomed. 

A letter from Harold I. Baynton, Assistant Attorney General, 
Director, 0:fice of Allen Property, informed me that the Library 
of Congress listed Certain works, writings and research studies" 
prepared by the late Dr. Tesla. However, a letter addressed 
to the Library failed to bring results as the Library M has no 
files on the researches of Tesla'*. 

A similar result was obtained from the Bureau of Naval Research 
and the Department of Commerce. 

I am especially interested in the research work in which Tesla 
was engaged in his later years. There are various unpublished 
works, such as a 10-page typewritten statement presented in 
193 ? at a meeting of several well-known editors outlining his 
discoveries and giving a resume* of his work in the fields of 
gravity and cosmic ray research, etc. Also, Tesla prepared 
various papers, one of which was in effort to secure the Pierre 
Gutzman Prize from the Institute of France. My inquiry is in 
effort to determine whether any of these documents, as well as 
others, are at this time available. 

I will greatly appreciate any information in regard to any 
records which you may have. 
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August Me, 1952 
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iwnrYrn 68 

'TODED - 68 
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/t)^J-r ' 

Wl/A&J 


With r/ference to your Xottor of 
Auffuot 16, 1952, our filoo diecloee that 
the of foe to of Mikola To old wore taken into 
cuotody at the ttuo of hto death by the 
Office of Alien Property, and not by thie 
Bureau • Coneequently, you may wioh to 

4* AM Ml* m 4 jmrm A< mm+ 2> m» t^4 V ^ L M ^ A. * V 

vw <ww>f v •* * ■» v» •nut- uym acy, mnic » 

»a^ d# addreoeed am follow*; (65~4?953) 

Aeoietant Attorney General 
Re tel and T» Kirk* 

Director, Off tee of Alien Property 
United Statee Department of Juotice 
101 l»<ffana Avenue, ir. r # 7 

Washington 25, D, Cm 

Sincerely your*. 


m cz 
O CT 


< Ok 


John Edgar Bo over 
lC Director 


MAILLp 10 


AMR 


cc - I - Aeeietani Attfrmitt'fOenerol (with copy of/ 
Rowland I\ Xirk* indeni/hg 

Director?-Office of Alien Property 

-- United Statee Department of Juotice 

40 101 Indiana Avenue, V. r ' . 

10R0 Washington 25. p.h- ^ ^ 
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ATOT’jFr Jfo reference Bureau files on correspondent 
/ in Minnesota .. 6 - 22 - 52 ., .per rnmmmm^ 
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\ Office 'tAemo/andum • united states government 


TO 


noM t 


SUBJECT 


it" > 

MR, A. H, BELA CUT C 


:.h , L, L, LA UGH L 


date.* Uay 5 , 1953 



\\ 
- If 


t ; 

y 


/ 


JIOT0£A m: fDeceasedJ 
IUFCK 'ATj on concerning 


INFORMATION contained 



stated that he had been reading a bool r entitled y 

\ t( ThjrProdigal Ger^us - The Life of Nikola Tesla' by John J, 
ft f ./7eiii, whom described as a science writer f or a New 

F$rk newspaper (publisher - lues iashburn), ^M^^noted in zh 


\rk neiuspa^er^^ublisder - lues I.QshburnJ• 
book that Bureau Agents went to Tesla*s room 



noted in this 
wing his death 


on January 7, 1943, opened his safe, examined his papers y and 
took over his personal files, J^p^BFsaia this appeared on page 
277 • stated that the father of modern 

power engineering y being responsible for the inve ntion of the 
A., C, generator y motor transmis sion y and other electrical engineering 
feats, He inquired (l) if the papers and works of Tesla were in 
the possession of the Bureau } and (2) if so y were they available 
for review in view of their scientific importance, 

that the statement concerning the Bureau's AT J 
not seem very logical but that I would W' 

ihr • - ' - (t) 

<y 


I told 

taking Tesla's file 
check on the matter. 



The Bureau's files reflect that shortly after the death 
of Tesla in his hotel room.i in New York City on January 7 y 1943 y 
Sava Kosanovichf a distant relative, and other - individuals 
entered his room and opened the safe y examining certain materials 
which he possessed. On January 8, 194S y Mr, L, U • C . Smith of 
the Lepartm ent advised Mr, Tamm that he was concerned about the 
possibility of enev.iy agents confi seating somq of the trunks of , 

Tesla and apparently the Office of Alien Property Custodian was ) 
taking some action regarding these effects • Since the matter igds/v 
being handled by the Office of Alien Property Custodian y the Bureau 
did not make any inquiries into this situation, (65-47953-6/ 

• It is noted also tha t the Bureau rec eived a letter 
dated April 16, 1948 

pp txp lain ing that Tie Uias studying 
:e Milwaukee School of Engineering and 

Jqo -A AC 7 - ftXj 

1 / • ' zy / 
>NDtXF!> -• W <i 





65-47-53 

1 - Un. Nichols 


XJ k 



(6) 

A ) 
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was interested in the life and works of Tesla . stated 

that he understood at the time cf Tesla 1 s death the Bureau 
took his -manuscripts and experim.e nt data for nati onal security • 

1 he Bureau on April 22, 1548, advisedthat the effects of 
Tesla were handled by the Office of A^er^roperty and not by the 
FBI*(65-47953-18) 

I call ed f/tKKttttlth i s morning and told him that it was 
the office of Alien Property and not the F3I which took over the 
effects of Tesla following his death • Accordingly y X suggested 
that ■■■M might wish to communicate with the office of 
A1 ien rroperry for further information concerning this matter . 

The book "Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla-' 1 
is not in the Bureau Library. A cony is being obtained from 
the Library of Congress , It will be examined to determine 
specifically the reference made to the Bureau’s taking these 
papers . At that time a determination can be made as to what 
further action should be taken „ 



ADDENDiV: LLL:mer 5-14-53 


Page 277 of the r, Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla," 
describing Tesla's death, contains the following statement: 

"Operatives from the Federal Bureau of Investigati on came and opened 
the safe in his room and took the papers it contained, to examine 
them for a reported important secret invention of possible use \ 

in the war«" 


Since this work was published in 1944, it is not felt 
that any particular purpose would be serv ed by raising an objection 
with the publishers at this time . the individual who raised 


the question, has been 
action is being taken , 


set straight arid, therefore. 


rther 
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Uf.ind I. And.rson 
127 Scjrr.our Ay^r.uv Southeast 
Minnt.ipolii 14, Minnesota 


February 3, 1934 


.-.r. Gri;Qi\:e H. oci'^riT, Jr, 
1U9 S:acorn Koad 

A“stc;*-ater, KF* YORK 

Dear Mr. ocher:f; 


:*e. ; T.-.e Rife and work of Dr. Nike L 


a Tesla. 


SC CC 2^^ 1 I , naVe : ' 3 ' nd f d Hn organization in name and honor of 

a;;o^!:!d Si V th ?: Ve ;? : peopl0 wh * intimately 

are i n* t * —> s * • d in n- To-// // | lftt i,71t> * ari " wltn others Who 
Mt .. -- --s.^d in D. . TfSia and rile acnl cvenents from a sci°n- 

naJr iC - “ 2 *" :ilst ^ rlca - Standpoint. (See enclosed brochure ) I 

an,r ^.fn,cuity locating a :Vw of Tesla-3 Issues, 

is Vsirfere ripest ST’xr. IcherR ^re’- lt 

as bavin,; been associated wltr. Tesla. ’ ■ jcrs0n seek 


hats' leiV 3 rfhhe tUd f d V* wo -” ks . of Tesla for a nunbtr of 

^r v-I / fy hi*:n-tension radiant beams. Tnroam: some 
art; 1 : V Ve Deen fortunate to locate many 
rn v j r‘ * 5 ‘ 01 *° sla s corres ,o;idence and manuscr^ ota 
d ,r. ~ iew cases Detained a numoer of interesting items/* 

I 1 vla-wh* *v°if t?r*:* las on business, and wr.ii* there 
significant work on Yn'u™ near r'u?ur 2 akc ,® ome 

J wh'Re'l■ •■ ‘4 ■■ j 3 ff? ny r ars ajrir,! ' : - 1S life. 

** 1 ^ Le A.tr. =,reat understannin.-;. 

LW«ns^r.a£j »v“jss! %r, zz ■ r ' ic “ 1 . 

are%ni> W Mr? Sc.nerff^ei-ted ^ ou v..^ lded of course^trm^ou 3 

xost nappy to near :'rot you a? ‘ efr 1103^/7--^^ ^ nd 

will se.na you ail puuilcations of tn- c- -a-1 -/Vnr / V‘ ww * ? d 
to receive tr.e.m. ^ C. f> a..lz rt tion li you wisn 


Very truly yours, 






/ 
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Lchnd I. Anderson 
127 Seymour Avenue Southeast 
Minneapolis H, Minnesota 






rc'oru'xry 12, u9 53 


Dear Mr. Senerff, 


It was so very rewarding to receive your reply concerning Dr. Kikoin 
Tesla... I nave initiated an under taking, on ben un 1 of t?s.h or cause 
I * eel tnat in all right and justice sometr.lr.g sncu_d oe done to 
perpetuate tne name- or Tesla and see to it tnat nis name n con s a 
p t »rt of e..c heritage oi t.nls nation. A great task n me'S, out as 
time goes on I uelieve the na.xu- o: Tes.a wi . . eeccmc more s i f :r. 1 f: cant 
In scientific d eve^opmente. I hope that you may have an Interest In 
tne organization which I ..ave proposed and v-stac „ isx.ed, arid I will 
De honored to nave you as a member. The organization is oresentiy 
set up on tne oasis of those .having a mutual interest in tes.a, with 
Vf ee exenange of information between members. Tar first two issues 
o. tne journal oi * .me organization are uein s 
covf r f ar. sncul: reacr. you in a da-, or two. 
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whlch . ^ L * e of l^rest to you are. Muriel -rbus, 
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n ■*' lli. and nawin Armstrong were very unexpected, ar.d 1 * is 
♦ 1 th a great sadness that I received the news a:u; oss o T - 
members. " 


so two 


Do you know if Mr. Lcwenstlen r.ad a daughter? Tne reason I ask is 
that a woman v. si tea Mr. O'Jei., before n is aeatn and t;h him tnat 
sne innerlte^ a great amount of Tes.iuna i ro.. r fat nor - wnom I .re- 
eume to oe Mr. Lcwenstlen. This woman was a: raid of aisc.tsHir tne 


‘ c la 
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tji-s t rt row o 

for information. Or ccurs-. a.; this sor* o“ 
aroused by .esla's "Death-hay** rumors, n.ay-n 
Journalists. Weil, tne resuit of af. nls Is 
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Mr. 


'■.Al l-a-ro R 

J. Edgar Hoover 



163 Milton St:*< 

Brooklyn 22, 

Jline 25 , Wim?rrowd 

Tele, Room- 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Mr. Holliman — 
Miss Gandy- 



Back in 1943, the local Alien Property 
Custodian searched through Jihe belongings of the late 
electrical inventor, KikolgrTesla^ stored in the Manhattan 
Storage Warehouse in hew ^ork city. Tesla had been a 
naturalized American for more than fifty years, so I 
believe that the search was made on the grounds that the 
property was to be sent to Yugoslavia, through Tesla*s 
nephew and heir, Mr. Sava Kosanovic (Mr. Kosanovic had 
been Minister of State under the King’s government, later 
became Ambassador to the United States from the present 
government, and is now a Minister serving in Belgrade). 


According to the attorney who handled the 
Tesla estate, Mr. Phi1ipxWd11enberg. the Alien Property 
Custodian assured hijji that nothing had been held. I have 
a letter from the Office of Alien Property, dated March 
15, 1955, which confirms this statement. ^\j 

In gathering material to help in a 
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla’s hundredth birthday 

next year-which will be participated in by leading 

scientific and engineering societies, museums, and 

universities-1 have just discovered, however, that 

Tesla’s solid gold Edison Medal somehow vanished during 
that search. 


As a friend who had known Tesla well 
during his last twenty years, I was with Mr. Kosanovic iiQ . 
Tesla’s room in the Hotel New Yorker on the day he di 
A safe expert was called in to unlock Tesla’s safe. Among 

1 f qw +■ o eoTfowo 1 a r* ^ a a 0 n mwia a ^ 
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greetings which I had gathered for him on his seventy-fifth 
birthday, & bunch of keys, and the Edison Medal. We kept 
out the book of greetings (i mentioned this at the time 
to the assistant manager of the hotel and later to a Mr. 

/ Gorsuch of the Alien Property Custodian*s office), but 
f YV-^everything else, including the medal and the keys, was 
V replaced and the safe was lc RECORDED • 8? /£$ 


* 4 . 


^Except when it 


Ws i&m*% 



* 14 


Property Custodian, the safe was never^reopened «nJg£L 
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arrived in Belgrade (where Tesla 1 s property was to be 
installed in a special Tesla Museum) and was there opened 
by Mr. Kosanovic. According to his former secretary, both 
the bunch of Keys and the medal were missing. The keys 
were later found in a tin box outside the safe; the medal 
was never found. 

I learned of the disappearance of the medal only by 
accident. Mr. Kosanovicf had asked his former secretary 
to get permission from the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers (who gave Tesla the Medal) to have it duplicated 
This was given, but the cost, it turned out, would be abou* 
four hundred dollars. In the meantime, the Tesla Museum, 
in Jugoslavia, is quietly trying to raise the money to pay 
for it. 


The irony of this situation is more disturbing than 
the money involved. By giving us a system which made 
electric power universally available, Tesla—probably 

more than any other one man-helped put America on top of 

the world. At the time he died, his gold Edison Medal 
was the only material evidence left of this country*s 
appreciation. That this last token should have disappearet 

-to have to be replaced by his materially poor countryme: 

overseas for whom he had done nothing-seems a tragic 

Johia^B’*NeJJ.I^ in^his biography of Tesla, states that 
the FBI broke into Tesla*s safe on the day he died, and 
an article in the current (June) Coronet repeats this. I 
knovf this isn’t true. I did hear, however, that the FBI 
somehow lent a hand to the Alien Property Custodian during 
the latter*s search in the warehouse. 


If that is so, I thought that perhaps some of your men 
might remember the conditions under which the search v/as 
made and therefore might have a suggestion as to what coul< 
have happened to the medal. After this long time, I have 
no hope that the medal can actually be restored, and I am 
already trying to interest Americans in making a replacemej 
But future biographers might be spared a lot of wild guess: 
and wrong blaming if some hint could be obtained as to 

‘whether the original got lost, strayed, or stolen-and wh< 

might have been responsible. 


With best regards and sincere appreciation for any helj 
you can give. 


Sincerely, 


^ _s—•-i 

Kenneth M^vSwezey f' / 

P.S.: I am enclosing an editorial from last month’s POWER 

magazine which outlines Tesla’s contribution to the electrJ 
power industry. 

^ ■ S . 
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Strange Genius 


A sk any group of power men to name those who laid 
the foundation for today’s electrical generation and 
distribution. You’ll wind up with an impressive list—- 
Edison, Brush, Thomson, Westinghouse, many others. 
But there is almost sure to be a significant omission. 

Yet this forgotten man conceived the polyphase ac mo¬ 
tor—still basic—and devised a suitable system of gen¬ 
eration and distribution for applying it. To grasp the 
magnitude of this contribution, we must turn back to the 
1880’s when the electrical era was being born, and the 
“battle of the systems” held sway. 

Arc lights and motors were being operated on constant- 
current series systems. Edison’s Pearl Street generating 
station had opened in 1882, supplying incandescent lamps 
and, later, dc motors on a constant-potential system. Un¬ 
der the leadership of Westinghouse and Stanley, the 
advantages of ac distribution were demonstrated. But 
there was no successful ac motor. 

In May, 1888, a young Yugo-SIav engineer, but four 
years in the United States, Tead a paper before the Amer¬ 
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers. In it he described 
a new ac system. Its heart was the induction motor with 
its basic and beautiful concept of the rotating magnetic 
field. The man was Nikola Tesla, the system he described 
was destined to sweep the field. 

With characteristic vision, George Westinghouse real¬ 
ized the fundamental importance of the polyphase ac 
system and acquired the basic patents. Its first impact on 
the general public was at the Chicago World’s Fair of 
1893. There a 2-phase generator supplied motors and 
lamps, and, through rotary converters and motor-gen¬ 
erators, a variety of dc equipment. 
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But it remained for the Niagara Falls power project to 
demonstrate in the most dramatic way posiible that poly¬ 
phase ac was the system of the future. Since 1886 when 
a charter to develop its power had been granted, the eyes 
of the world had been on Niagara. An international com¬ 
mission, headed by Lord Kelvin, had reviewed 17 pro¬ 
posals, found none acceptable. Later, just five years after 
Tesla’s AIEE paper, it was officially decided to use the 
polyphase system. 

In August, 1895, Niagara power was delivered to the 
first industrial customer and in 1896 ac transmission to 
Buffalo, 22 miles away, was begun. By that time, the 
steam turbine had been introduced in America and the 
modern age of electric power had truly opened. 

For Nikola Tesla, these far-reaching inventions were 
but a beginning. Still to come was. brilliant work in high 
frequencies, thinking basic to much of today’s radio art. 
Yet by the time of his death in 1943, both he and his 
work had begun to slip into obscurity. Why? 

A man of dashing insights and enormous brilliance, 
Tesla was largely indifferent to the development of his 
ideas. This he left to others while he followed the lure 
of new challenges. In later years, his projects became 
more grandiose, his ways more mysterious, his pronounce¬ 
ments more Olympian. And working alone, aa he did, 
he formed none of the institutional ties that help to per¬ 
petuate a record of accomplishment. 

Next year—July 10, 1956—will be the 100th anniver¬ 
sary of Nikola Teak's birth. It would be fitting for our 
engineering societies to commemorate this occasion, to 
acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely genius 
who changed our world for the better. 

/0 0 7 ~ ^ 


(REPRJBTED BX PI 




:ssio«) 



SOWER • MAY 1955 


0 


THE AMERICAN. £RBOBR A*N 

Second Claw Mail Prml«fe* AatKoruad at Ptttaburgh, Pa. 

THE LARGEST AND OLDEST SERBIAN bAILY NEWSPAPER IN AMERICA 

Daily Except Sat *. Sunday* and Holiday« by SERB NATIONAL FEDERATION 
>414 Fifth Avenue _ T« lap boo* MAyflower ' PtttabwTffa »>, Pa. 

MOMCHLLO. SOKICH. Editor — JOVAN BRAT1CH. Am’L Editor 
MILAN M. (CARLO, Editor English Sactlon 

UPETILTATA HA JIHCT 

B* CJe«»e«e Jlpaui: a* rojray ih*ct neo*x(a 44.40. 3a Kaaayj: a* roaaaa 4M4; 

aeoen. 44-50. 8a orpaae •**»•: «a ro*»y n*oi a*o«m *6.00TBa TPM 

HaieGypr: » rojmjry |#.00; m«ox aeowia 44.50. - J« X aa 6poJ fat. npMnura aa aamwao 

****»e 44.00 ropnat. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES ' ! 

For United State* of Aaiortca: For Oh Yaar $4; Six Month* 44. For Canadai On* Yaar 4»; I 
Btr Month* 44.SO: Foreign Conatri#*: On* Yaar 410; Six Month* 45. For Ptttabargh: On* 
Yaar 49; Six Month* 44.90.—Slngla copy 3c. Subscription for tho twWn. «wlU 

_ I* 44.00 par Yaar. 

_ Pyxowca o* ae xpaa ajy axauae. — Oraaos oe nxxxajy jaurp**. 

RECOGNITION FOR TESLA - 

Largely thru a young American, engineer’s efforts, the I 
world today is re-scannin^jhe record and achievements of our 
inventive genius, Nikola Tesla, Of. late, even the big-tirtie 
magazines have devoted space to the amazing career and fas¬ 
cinating character of the pioneering electrical wizard. 


«•*“« uiaianci me pioneering eieciricai wizard. i»irT\ 

The man behind this belated recognition for the one-time rtflM nlNtAJ 

_* i_j mi* i . 1 % IvM" 
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Thru travels, correspondence and detailed research, Mr. 

Anderson has dug up many friends of the late genius and in¬ 
duced them to join in his noble work. A good.many of these 
are American-Serbians. They serve Mr. Anderson and he 
serves them, with information issued thru his TESLIAN pub¬ 
lication. This is, at present, a mimeographed publication issued] 
monthly which casts new light on the known life and record 
of the late Dr. Tesla. 

The latest issue (March-June) informs of progress plans 
to honor Ur. J esia even more. It also presents an account of a 
fascinating editorial, “Strange Genius”, by the POWER mag¬ 
azine of the powerful McGraw-Hill publishing line. This edi¬ 
torial traces the introduction of Dr. Tesla’s polyphase system ./ n s\ yn ay A 

described by Mr. Anderson, £s the “most tremendous event id'-—- * * 

all engineering history ” NOT RPCO 

Editorialist L ouis N^Bowler, according to the TESLIAN. ^ A ^55 
.mg qtfestu 
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answers the perplexing question why, in view of Tesla’s im- 


rv\rtanf 
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Ke fell short of the comparative popularity 
won by Edison and Bell. Then in closing,'he suggests: ‘‘It 
would be fitting for our engineering societies, in commemora¬ 
tion of the 100th anniversary of ^likola Tesla's birth (July 10, 
1*956), to acknowledge our debt to this etrange and lonely 
genius who changed our world for the better.”. 

This appears to be jyst what Mr. Anderson was waiting 
for. For now, in the same issue of his TESLIAN, he has pre¬ 
pared a form to petition Postmaster General Arthur E .'Sum- 
merfield to issue a Tesla commemorative stamp a«xt year. 

lis issue and 
id 
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Offi ce 'Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


*L. F. BOARDUAN 


noM 


Jf. BELMVilT 


«U»JKT: mi OLA TEi 


uftNy 

} ESLA 




DATE: June 59, 1955 


> i/T o/'H'T r a »rr»/irrC* 



T#l*c 

S2$ 

Bell* 

Harbo 

Mohr . 

Pars® 

Rosen 

Ttmm 

Sizoo 

(inter 

Tele. 


Gandy . 


Nikola Tesla, a native of Yugoslavia, was a famous electrict 
inventor who died in New York City in 1943 where he had lived for man\ 
years . In attached letter to Bureau dated 5-55-55 Kenneth N. Swesey, 
Brooklyn, New fork, advises he is gathering material to help in a 
nation-wide commemorati on of Tesla's hundredth birth anniversary in 
1956 . Swezey^relates he was present when Tesla's safe was opened by 
friends after-his death and advises the contents were thereafter 
'replaced "and^lhen impounded by the United States Alien Property 
Custodian » Eater the safe was removed to Belgrade, Yugoslavia, to be 
installed irCl* ^eslo Museum . Missing from Tesla f s effects is a gold 
Edison medal Tie had been awarded • Swezey is seeking to locate the 
medal and has been advised by the Office of Alien Property (OAP) that 
QAP held none of Tesla's property • Sioesey states he has heard the 
FBI assisted OAP in handling Tesla's effects while in storage, and 
accordingly, he asks whether Bureau could assist him in locating the 
Edison medal* tie J'Bl's assistance to OAP Swesey mentions^ that in the 
\ Tesla biography ("The Prodigal Genius" - 1944) by John O'Neill it 
was stated FBI broke into Tesla's safe the day he died (1-8-43 to 
protect contents from enemy hands)* Swesey notes this same comment 
appears in article ("The Genius Who Walked Alone") by Alfred H * Sinks 
in the June , 1955. "Coronet- " Swesey says he knows FBI did not do thi 

Bureau did not enter into Tesla 
safe inaersr uporruepartmerit w e advice it was being handled 
Bureau creviouslv aware of comment in O'Neill's book » 



Jn 1945 Sinks requested for his use as ttutftor data re Bureau's 
microfilm procedure • Was advised no such ~data available for publicati 


Enclosure *^*.4 - -XiT 

100-2237 

cc - 1 - 65-47953 
Ticklers - Mr* Bird 

Mr* Belmont 

r r« Boardman 
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Memorandum For Mr . Boardman 


RE CO MM END A TION : 


That the attached letter be eent to Sweeey advising Bureau 
did not participate in the handling of Tesla f s effects and that the 
matter was handled by OAF • There fore , Bureau unable to be Of 
assistance; that no action be taken relative to Sinks * comment in 
n Coronet ,f article • 
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Tickler - Bi rd 

f -J'rj Bel mont 

Boardmm * "• 


ft 

ft 


June 30, 1955 


Mr. lennet* 

233 Mfifmn Street 
M reoeiym 13, W9W Be rk 

Bear Mr. Smeeeys 


V« INFORMATION CONTAINED 

v f.h:is uncl^ifj' 

(Ortoin&fiU^nS 



r»/tr*»ct te year letter ef Junjt\3S 
****• ** r f* 1 ** Mteeleee the effeote ef WikeltQeela 
i9t *J•'**•** *S*‘ r **• <••** v* the VffUe 

ef Alien Preperf y and «»t » y Ui« kr«a». 


/ 



* ***** ! # » oi participate in 

#/ Ifr. ftiia f # effecte 9 me ere • 
**pply the infetmatien feu regueeted. 

Sincerely yeure, 

Hoov^x 1 


the 
unable te 
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MitboU 
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J e over memorandum Worn Belmont to^-BeoMman 

^!. p r!?°rf d **' ^ T . B: J aa •» «-s9-ss rrronntZfnnrvith 

xme eutgoing mail . ■ * 

°° n<ta ^ n no derogatory data- re corres- 

^tzt'or&ii:* 17 tbat ha waB cios f 

-■ « I a 
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August 1, 1955. 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.f. 




Dear u r. Hoover: 


In his book, "Prodigal Genius", The Life of Hikola Te sla. Hr. Jol 
J OHCeil says, on page 277, that the F.B.I. went to Tesla 1 s hotel 
room, opened his steel safe and removed from It, the papers it 
contained. 


Was there ever any publication of what these papers contained? I: 
so, could you Inform me where I might obtain a cop 3 r of such 
publication? 

If there was no publication of the Safe f s content, after more th; 
12 years, would it be improper to publish them? 


T f 1 t'ocnp e nn TYn'hl i ns +■ i rvri of* +">>£; en-Peifo nr\Y\ 4* orvf- Kn-f- 

"• * w—♦ — — - r w w ** v V-*"^** V 4. W w VIA w v ^ M M V 

no particular secrets found there in, could you inform 
might learn what the safe contained? 


4-Vi, 


. iO-po 

V/±± W -L ^ 


me where I 


Any information on this matter "ill be appreciated. 
Thank you for your trouble. 
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four letter do ted is^lit ly iWJ| 
teen received, end In reeponee tf pour In^otr*, T 
would llte to mdwiee tkt our /floe reflect tie* 

♦fte effete #/ fUola feeit wort Moo lot* tooted* 
after hie death by the Offtee of ditto Preperty and 
not by tfcfo bureau. i 

Since we did not Dartlclcate In the handltng 
ef Hr. feeio'a effecte $ we are unable to eunply the 
information you requee ted. 

Hlnoereir your*. 


John Edgar Hooter 

Hlrtoter 


. 

V .. T 




HOfiT* Bufilee reflect no record to cerreepeodent* fMi 
type of reply util teed by Internal Security Pi vision in V* 
Jan nicer I np eimtlar inquire* o# d/SO/55, {65-4 7955*33 ) 

^*mfljnmu--|couer oeoo from Hr. Belmont to Sr* Boardman dated 6/29/55 

->eet out background of tfti,e matter which concerned the death 

of feeio, a* famous electrical I no enter. Horooo woe not 


ffcfinrtwt 

STaV*^ ... 



involved tn tMe matter, and the opening of the oafe oon- 
tioned was done by the Office of Alien Property , 
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September 20, 1955 


i 

/?/ 

i&j 



Dear 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED/] 
DATE/Z^J^_B)A^^% 


I&SS.tf 


I have received your letter dated September 10, 


Am you mere advised by my letter ef August 11, 
1955, this Bureau mae mot connected in any respect with 
the acquisition or custody of the effects ef Mikola Tesla, 
and is therefore *#t possible to fursish you any 
additional information . 


Sincerely yours. 


John Edgar tospsr 
Director 




NOTE: 


By letter 6-11-55, we referred to the Office of 

Alien Property, which Office was reported to have 
assumed custody of Tesla's effects subseouent to his dea 
(65-47953-6) 
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RECOGNITION FOR TESLA ~ 

(Please fill out this form and mail to the address appearing below.) 

thiT tesla society 

University StaUtfnTSoxTs^S 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 

► __ _____ 

(date) 


• (city & state) 

Hon. Arthur E. Summerfield 
Postmaster General, Postoffice Dept. 

Washington, D. C. 

M 

Dear Sir: 

Nikola Tes la's contributions to.science, industry, and to his adopted 
country have greatly inspired engineering progress. His electrical sys¬ 
tems helped create an American conomy of world pre-eminence. 

We respectfully request issuance of a 1956 commemorative stamp 

to be issued on the centennial of Tesla’s birth (1856-1943). 

/ 

(signed) -*- 
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Nikola Tesla Has n great inventor— 
and also a prophet without honor 


1 1 ic Government co uld not risk the 
c hance uT cncmy spies (jetting there 
first. 


Half hopim r to _fi i id Something 
whicTi would tiring ;i sudden and 


>UU N TE Rj^F. S I* 1 O N A G E 
i started turnint 


\V It F. I 1.S 

the 
\nx- 


muminjt ol January 
ions FBI agen t s slipped mto a ro om 


in_ the Hotel New Yorker_\yhcre, 
Hite th e night before, £L_c}l.iU uIxt- 
maid had discovered the hodv of 


Nikola Tcskij dea d “at 86 f regard ed 
tty many as the grcaJcst scientific 
genius o f his time . 

For \ ears, Tesla had been mak ing 
scientific plain lions So fantastic as 
to be literallv out of this world. Ol 
late he had been working—or so he 
said—on revolutionary new weap¬ 
ons powerful enough to annihilate 
armies at a single blow. 

There was only one Tesla, and 
the sior\ might-—incredible as it 
sounded - be true. The old man's 
safe might hold these secrets, and 


d_rcisive end to World War II, the 
£5-mcn broke open the dead man'-, 
stron g box . If am thing <»i impor¬ 
tance was discovered, it has never 
been revealed. 

Yet, their quic k art ion was ju-- 
ti ficd. fo r von coiiTd never Vie sine 


about Tesla, one of the stran eu 


men who ev er livx’d Most pe'rl’- 
took him wiih a grain of sail, \<t 
no serious scientist dart'd shrug 
away his chums as nonsense. \ >i 
afur Thonias F.dison tried it an ! 
1 rsTa pros i tl him w rong. 

The w oild's leading physicists 
anti electrical engineers had to eat 
crow bat h in the 1 SSns; when T esla 
solved a problem tbev had thought 
impossible. That one accomplish¬ 
ment the invention of a practical 
alternating-current motor and gen- 
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Bear Senator 



(& 


contract, X util 


W. 

1 consider myself(« 


Th ough in Alaska temporal'ily wording on a nulitsv 
an BjBB® resident, hence it is to you UlJ$ I writ'.. 

/ \ < € - 

j;riag uy days at College, I bee ana iwheronvod in a ip uni nr. tiny Or cob physic.I r- T 


NioolaiVTesla, ^roffessor Tesla emirrai 


ri r,o this country iri 

»• iw 


tic tuonii 




relieve, and did some of his most origins l^ u :oVe* To.si a had. a peculiar bent of mind, 
in his younger days he was often called mad sc tauti.s t, and aid not publish 
r?tonaively when he came to the US, Mo S' of the entrnt pr ‘ ~.\m T ~a t’Trial is in 


u n tr and at ed Czech. Tesla was. h ov e ver , an <: :>: (•• • - r u i.vo no -. ~ •- rite r. Ii:% thou gh t i t 
r t range that upon his death., no nr of his notes f" it is American period ovrr 
an :°ared, Upon discussing this with a friend, i \-nv. informed that all of hr. Tesla's 
notes were confiscated by the F?I, I canrot conceive sen; three notes on physics 
?ni electricity can in any way endanger the national safety* It seems that Mr. 
hoover in his zeal, had confiscated material wrest only sin was a radical approach 
to science. There is indication that iriun' of Vofessor « 


O V 


vero novel aprroach to time theory, 


bcells S3 tc 


-ay. it has been radical anei caches 


to ohyr-ics that have oeen our greatest scientific advances i: modern times, 
vi i . dinstoin, Heisenberg, et al„ 

I was wondering if your office might be able to determine if these papers are 
still extant, and if so, see to it that the public has access to them* It would 
be a shame to see all of Nicolai Teslas work to have been in vain. 


flosss excuse my typing, in all the thousands of words I typed trying to get a 
liberal education, I never did master the typewriter. 
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Honorable 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. c. 20510 


Dear Senator 








This ie'to acknowledge receipt of your eoraronieation 
dated June 26th e nclosing a letter fro® your constituent, 

who Is tenporarily employed in Alaska- 





In response to Inquiry, central flies " 7( 

cf the Federal Bureau of investigation indicate that the 
effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded after his death 
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 
and not by the FBI* Since we did not participate in the 
handling of Dr. Tesla 1 s belongings, I an enable to famish 
the information you desire. 

X an returning your enclosure as you requested. 

Sincerely yours, 

i 

>s 

*i.Uia»D. Ruokelst^ 

* William D. Fnckelshaus 

Acting Director 


Mr. Pelt_ 

Mr. Baker_ 

Mr. Caitahar_ 

Ik. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Gebhardi 
Mr. JenkinB 

Mr. M«shall_ 

I*. Miller, ES. _ 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Mr. Thompson_ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Bai se_ 

Mr. Bamee_ 

Mr. Bowers _ 

Mr. Herington 
Mr. Conmy 
Mr. Mint! _ 

Mr. Eardley 
Mrs. Hogan 


Enclosure 

! ' 

1 - Portland Enclosures (2) 

1 - Congressional\Services Office 



NOTE: Bufiles 


®G 



- Enclosures (2) 

rior cordia l correspondence with Senator 1 

is not identifiable in Bufile 
Tesla was a world-famous 
or" and at the time of his death, all of his 
d effects were believed dangerous to the count 
ell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodic 
J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a ce 
safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearl* 
te that^it was the Office of Alien Property of the Depar J 
nd the above reply is forwarded in.answer to rr 
inquiries ^ 
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Jutiie 100- 
electrical / inv 
personal 
security 
Genius," 
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J ui nlic 

)ly is fc 


in.answer to 
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A»»oc. Dir. _ 

A»kf. Dir.: 

Admin. _ 

Comp, SytT. _ 
Filot & Com. 
Con. Irtv, _ 


intoll. _ 

Laborotory _ 

Plan. & Eval. 

Spot. irtv. 
Training , 

Logal Court, _ 

Cong. Strv. _ 

Corr, & Crm. 

R.t.creh _ 

Pr.». OH. _ 

T.t.phon. Rm. 
Dir.ctor S*t'j 


__ m 

Your letter, which was received on July 30th, has 
been reviewed and I would like to point out that FBI Agents were 
not involved in removal of papers from the safe of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla, nor did we at any time have custody of his property. 

I realize there have been some written accounts 
that our Agents acquired Dr. Tesla*s belongings; however, these 
accounts are simply not true. You can be assured we were abso¬ 
lutely not responsible and there was no impersonation involved. 

Sincerely yours, 

C. M. Kellay 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

NOTE: Correspondent had written in mid-July and asked about the effects 
of Dr. Tesla and he was advised that the Office of Alien Property had 
participated in removing his effects from his hotel room. A copy of his 
communication was referred to the Department of Justice. Bufiles indicate 
clearly that after Dr. Tesla's death some relatives opened the safe in his 
hotel room with the help of a locksmith and, thereafter, the Office of 
Alien Property confiscated all of his belongings. Bufile 100-2237 mentions 
that the FBI was advised of the existence of this property; however, inasmuc 
as the Office of Alien Property was handling Dr. Tesla's effects, the 
Bureau had absolutely no hand in the entire matter. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 
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Sirs: 

We recently contacted th* San _ 

inform ??“ “ reView ° f ^eirfiles’ ^ 

n ormation concerning the scientist Nikol^esla 
inpounded? SrS WhlCh " und -stand to have 

of Cou i d make a thorough investigation—- 

of all files and materials available to you we 
would greatly appreciate the correspondence # of 
any information that might be discovered. 
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-j- $./r 


Thank you, 
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Mr, Clarence Kelley 

Director 

F.B.I. 

Washington, D.C. 20535 


Desr Mr, Kelley; 

In reply to the letter of 10 November from your office: 

I restate that I was not asking about the existence or 
non-existence of any investigative information a n Nikola 
C. but on his technical papers seise* on his death 

in 1943 and reported in the papers ef that time* 

The reason givon in the reply frem your office, the 
second paragraph, as to why I eannet get any inform¬ 
ation on Tesla's papers makes ne ssnse in Itself or 
in reply to my inquiry. The thfcfrd paragraph stating 
the conditions under which a search will be made 
is a clear bureaucratic circumvention of the Freedom 
of Information Act and an excuse on the part of the 

\ vl dno 1 ViimA 1 $ mv a + f uav>V 

-—— * ~ v v * V* S VIA J n Wi- A. _ 

yond the drafting of a letter. Will it be the decision 
of your office to let the situation stand like this? 

/ 

As I stated in my first letter, I am following up the 

IT* m B 1 <4 nA A a _ _**. ( .1 ^ <r A. A. _ JJ ~ A. _ V. / 

i w* «. umgiiiAin: ajuxaze. x *MH temptea to nave / 

your reply of the IPth printed and run nationally aa / 

an example of how bureaucratic manoeuring la used to i 

get around the FOIA. Does the bureau need more of this 
type of publicity? 

It is disheartening to see an agency entrusted to uphold 
the law using its resources to mock the law. 
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17 October 1975 


Freedom of Information Act Request 


Deputy Attorney General 
u.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


o —- 

55 r - O 

V_ r-. \ 

q: CX 

y- U f 1 


A- 1__ 

vjcii u iciiicu: 


I am writing an article for a magazine on early twentieth 
century inventors, and want to obtain information on some 

rwners nf Mi lrnl aLA'aola fVaf ua vo oai' V»• 4-V.a pdt «« VJ « 

4T—i — — “*** *• “tu «Jf U1C f SX. Uil 114.0 

death in 1943. /^. ,/)//. ' //. 


death in 1943. 


' // • 


Tesla invented a number of electrical devices and because > 

of the war and because Tesla was horn » Y»ions1 avi an naf innal / 

- - - - ■“ - — — — ’— ” ’ — w — ■* ^ — BVi » * v»*» SAW W*V**U A | M ^ 

it was probably considered a measure of preventitive safety * y 
to hold in safekeeping papers that might have any bearing on 
national security. 

I would like to find out: 1) if the FBI still has the papers? 

2) if they do have the papers, what must be done to see them? 

3) if they do not have the papers, who does have them or what 
happened to them? 

100 4<*-3 1^8 

I would be very grateful for your help with this. 


Sincerely 


P CT 241975 
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t;«-' h i;i i j j i r_? pl.mis, n „ Diesel -rlrrtr j r 
I) iinv uc i > .ill. I in»j |,;i\r des eloped 

1 1“’• 1 1 h ' imi j 11 iii ,ih>ini( puuci 


It.. 


a; t f / ; 


tui'itoi j;«ii 


son 


vsMtknl u.hJi__. .i I. rhlrj.ju r m_hrsi 
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Whric the average engineer or 
inventor would te.nh inslinciiv i Iv 
foi drawing board, paper ;iikI pen* 
< il, Tesla " milt! 'amply su ite h mi 
t ii'ii nMC.mnv magic I. intern inside 
lu s^Vii.iin. 1 f<• umtld fi\ ,i mental 
i m.ige there Mien lie would alter 
this detail ni that, discard one plan, 
try anothei, without ever put tint; a 
l ine mi pap er. 

Years later - from these menial 
images alone In could give his 
workmen exact mstr unions on how 
to 1 mild" each pan of a new de\iie, 
though it was unlike anything cut 
seen before. 

lints, needing no drafting room 
and lew laboratory conveniences to 
work on an idea, I esla could use 
every spare minute that he had lt> 
test am! revise his theory of alter- 
na' i n q ri t: ent. 

His first teal joh was manager 
«>f a nrwdv organized telephone 
comp any in Budapest. Bui tele* 
phone circuits were dull stuff com¬ 
pared with the challenge of that 
one big idea, i fc moved to Baris 
where he bec.ime a land of general 
troublc^TibolcrToi the Continental 
lair si»n "Company. 

Tftsl >t am was still chipping away 
at his big problem, hut the trouble 
was, hr couldn’t share it with 
trained men w ho might have helped 
him work it out. For whenever he 

j 11 \ e, i V55 


mentioned ahernaimg < tl ,,, ,,, i|n 
( ha t nrTil e^mpuecT, ; I7. : m U ould 

look at him as though | • uric 
crazy. ' 

J”“' lli*; 'M' M i a uhen 
he knew he had sob i d it } j ( - u JS 

u ajk ni'.; w idr a 1 1 imd i it il,c p, m j,. 

Bonl< Mjmj Suddenly lie stopped 
sljoi t 11 1 < 1 heg.m jabbing with h,s 
< 'oe at some immble ybiet t in 
t lie a ir. 

r ’ e_ j t w i > t k s 1 lir ■ h o u r i *d, '"ft 
is tlu tot aling in.tgnrtM f,Hd vvltii 11 
t .nr.e s die nr mat nt r- to mm. It pulls 
tTir m .','m ;> iroinid uhh ir, < .msiu • 
the shall to tevolve \s 1 om ill ur 
this switch, causing the i mini' n> 
flow first m one dirct rion, then (he 
other . . 

Ncv ( i mind w lm t his fi jeml 
thought. I esla had the answer. 

At theofTii e, his coll< agne>.st olh .l 
or looked blank flul the m.in.igei 
list ening to the outpourings ot 
scientific jargon, suddenly thought 
olliM "•vs back in the l ’oiled Si.tri s 
lf'lheie .1, if some tr uth in what the 
Croai s.ud l surely the famous elec - 
trical wizard would he smart 

rnmujlym see h."~ 

he g.tvc Tesla a .letter t>f in- 
trodiu 1 it>il to I h' alias Ldgjoit and 
urged him to trv his link in Amu- 
ms, Tes ] a, now 27,_arrived 

i n Sew Vmk . He was h.intJsoine, 

UVoTVix-irrl - two, with a distin¬ 
guished head and deep-set blue 
eyes i lls Sl avic face w .as broad 
a cross th e i iieekbones, his dark h.ui 
thick, his ( Inn sharply pointed. ( )t 
Worldly goods, he had the clothes 
on hisjb.u k, lout cents in cash, the 
letter to f.dis.ni, and the id ea w hich 
HUi lu LiLiICC lliU W urld. 

Ivdi s.in lini ng ! 11 l ess tlian nothing 
of tire idea. It seemed so prepos- 
tmnis that he wouldn’t even listen 
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mn t i.d use. 

( ,j-ul”t. \\ t^UMJihoiise, .mo'her 
instiihii. ss,.s~ihe first lo see then 
\ .due. 1 le !«ms;hi the patents mul 
emc '] esl.i .i (till .is enuineet m his 
1 ’ l l 1 d H 11 VI h 1.11 I ox s ■ 

hut 1 'esl.i couldn't iu i .d<-nu svith 
the odiei \\fsiim;house engineers. 

1 n,m iii< standpoint, the .iltein.it- 
i i m - e ill i eii t joli ".is done h\< n 
“m hoolhos s” could now ii-m out 
llu lew leiu.uniiiu h i i i W s. Me.in- 
I one, his hi .ill) ti.nl st. i Med to h.ilt ll 

i \ i 11 hither d re. ii us. lie wc i it I k 

|o Is!■» l.th< it .i It n v in Ness Tt 11 *s- 
~~ •* Hr .7Ttute '' lie om e I old •' 

vt H in t VS M H I • T]'.>| , S tin se t II I oi 

) ]\ \ riilh m t V ■ lj*_» _ J l_ l ; s _ M_ _ * 2 . { 

vie.it ideas .lie Ittnil. 


A h ,sc die lest of hum.mils. Bucked 
his f line, those words mude a 
11 ementions i mpr rssion. 

He lee luted at eseiy scicnlific 
t rnter~in this eoimtrv and in all die 
iiupoltunl (.ij'Tluls .ihroad 1 hums 

\\ hit h, as s el, c\islcd tails inside 
that .in,.i/ine In .tin of his were so 
real to lam, hr made them real 
to his listeners. 

Hr dt s. liked Jmhit^.md radio 
lu^aTlTashnc; an ti es en teles ision 
J fr .hIs o( .itt tl ele< tro thei aps. Hi 
foresaw a da> "hen man would 
ronttol n.nme in eseiy respect 
even the weather "hen machines 
,,l all kinds, and tin posset to nin 
da m, would hr so (heap that pns 
nu would vanish imm the world 
Without w .inline ,M 'j I csla. 
w ara“mprTTmVrr.7T" \Tici listeuiim 
n) him aniTset iue his "onthts, au¬ 
diences w ci c l cud \ to fullest mails 

ans thine. 

Jrslu Masoned lh.it you Could 

sell clem ie po" t i (heap if >>>" 
could (fo . 1 ".is "ith die millions t.i 
pules anti ‘niMilaloi s. the millions of 
tons oi coppet "ii t used to transmit 
il from plat e u> plat < I If d'ouuhi 

lie knew how to do it - and J. 1 

"Mtori' in 


i in\l in \\ \s In ihejuyus lli•. 11 
\ iullowa-d, Tesla had mans ad- 
i ;iii iihj acdn .iini.niees, hut .scltL'.m 

a til. ml lil’dVJll 1 ! 

,! 11 nil en ieie d his pOjUUilLllU' 


I |is m.niiH'i tow.iul othe is was 
onih.il hut ri'sepyedj d n' ii it 1 lis 
weie as if uttered hs some 


\\tl|<P 


.d, s i nine on an Ohmpus hie It 


1 1 K 


^ ^ 


Moreau h.u ked h im with S.t(>< 

On Toni’, Tsl.tt icTI Tesla huilt a 

huer posses pi.ml ssitli a 1 M-lool 
Steel-1 ihhrd li.si.ei tupped hs .111 
rnoi iimus rnuslnooin-.sh.iped (op 
per dome. 1 mm this dome hi 
pi. i line 1 tohnmliard the earth St t us I 
with millions t*f stilts oi elcttiu 
critics I he | >' >ss rr st > . idded to the 
t .uth's pei maiient rhaier could he 
diaimd otl at some othei point 
point on llu e.ulhs suit.u t 
J hus, it w.mltl he possible for elec- 
liit power to he soil anywheit 
w it limit conduits, poles or wires. ( h 
So he thoueht, until he tried it 


(a ik t isr t 




I 


( 






















IjL >’<n uuUx,- 1822 , Toh.. an- 
nminrfd that he c.'ulsJ vlb'jlyjh war. 

T he inventor li.uJ designed a 
small, inexpensive, radio-i ontrolled 
boat which, through ; ts supposed 
ability to destroy the biggest battle- 
ships, uiuilil m,ike tpc.it navies use¬ 
less Not many years later, lie was 
talking nT another super-weapon a 
‘Meath ray 1 ’wliu h w ould nnnihi- 
1 a tew irf armies. 

Ve t T esl.i never suspec ted that 
the rCiil Slipct weapon of (he £111111*’ 
would o>i ne fiom atomic fission 
for 'Tirist<in r s hasie notion which 
It'll to smashing the atom, lie h id 
onlv ridicule. Alone m his middle 
age, he had fallen out of step with 
the world's threat thinker. 

Not all 1 esla's later inventions 
wrtc fantastic. Some, like his in- 
(lm lion coils and oscillators, and 
pioneer work on ‘’tuned eh c li 11 al 
circuits, were highh nupoitaut. 

1 hough he ne\ a succeeded 111 
transmitting power without wins 
or a hie Scale, lie '// 7 prove that a 
single uhc is enough. \nd some ol 
his hrilliant prophecies inspind the 
more plodding sc ientists to weak out 
the practical problems of indue ti >n 
heating, radio teh phone, radar and 
many other electronic marvels ot 
today. 

But as he grew older, he with- 


d{ iWn 1 t her an 1 further with¬ 
in selt Ills -.'t in ,, r pi.iphei [.•, 

sourmt’d like a \ -ie- tr,,;., , lH o ) 

planet hn (<u ipum-md ip m-w, 

the ol d : 11m !) (j only las die mis 
arid tTiev lmcw s-r.mgei uiih tlu¬ 
ce. us. (.oii.pl' ie!\ alone u l.c-i i 
St or >ped, ^ nns! fie' 1 r e w 1 • || d 11 u. m !• 

o lip horn !,n 


very Tiuii, he u>r 

hol*T room l>ov 

and trudge slow 
1 , 


vvhei e hui t(Ti t 


him The w 


needcat tu: 


aid ■ . | 

a {> irk 

' ' >1 IS I u ai! r ■ I 

I as f 1 1 <• 11 11 s Ha '. 

igl. th<* w 01 Id did 



not. 


Wf 1 eII he gt ew toi 1 ill to go mu, 
ea* h dav he sem a \\estein I uioii 

lliess. ugfl to the pith \ | (ci (red¬ 


ing the I >111 Is, 1 In¬ 
to see il am ol 


o' >v w o 11 is! 1 1 i< led 


Ill'll] si 1 •; 11 r a 1 


Sll 


k 


ll so, he was to lam" t 1 o-111 h.uk to 
1 us!a s loom when [lie invent.a 
would muse them gendv l>a<k to 
heal: h. 

I’eihaps ihis sail little lahot of 
lose s 1 1 ■ i w 1 11 that the man who 
changed the wot Id had, at 1 isy (iis- 
emeied a yi< o tiudi IViltaps hr 
knew now 1l1.1t tin "ic ium p. iwn 
for good lies not 111 far lv tlioiigfit 


t*nnd lies 1 

hut ni a fnmiau lie.uf pulsating 
like his ow n ‘’tun' d 1 m nils’'- 111 
tune with the he ar is >>| Ins Irllovv- 
tnen. fTr Ju] Tie evn know ' Non 
could never lie sine ahout'Tcsla. 



Winnie Wil 
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| S’ TUI I SRI V 1 02 ds, V\ lull \\ 111st. 111 ( I lull t j ill f 1 ad f. IP lilted 1 n a h h 1 j 

i ciw 1 1 sii] >poi te| s ai id 11 ie pi ■! 1 1 ii a] o] 'post t io|i, 1 1 it Ian («r i a r e Jt* 11 i.u ci 


Shaw 


U* 1 e him 

• 1 « 

•m 1 . 

lull 

\ i nit hers fi a 

t T 1 «• ] >T 

pl.o 

fot 

Vi Hirst 11 

*i i id 

a h 

1' n<i 1 

J M 

I - 1 J 1 V. 


Ha. 

k 

lo the pi. 

1 VV\ l 

ighl 

.. 1 1 

ills i allje llie 

th»- il' 


of 


inv new 


note loan 'Winnie ”1 regiei I am un.ih! 
you t n. w play. 1 ‘lease send me two vuin lieis lor [tie set mill 
- ii anv." 


i t tea k' vs 1 11 « tills 
ni a 11 ■ n< I 11 a pi i nun e of 
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<-R6COCNfnON FOR TEStA- 




an—i^ve 
ie of ler- 

<rf Dfc 


+ \ ► * • 

^ At long last Serbians-—American ana Canadian—b^ve 
acted to honor the memory and achievements of one of 
bia s greatest sons. 

For, the world-wide Centennial celebration 
Nikol^Tesla/* birth next year, Serbs on this Continent 
plan to etvcT a bust statue of the electrical genius to stand 
before- the entrance of the Monastery at Liberty villa, 111. v 
- Steps Ippking towards that? end were taken at the resent 

SNFjcpn vent ion following the reading of aApM^r by President 

Miylo.J.] :_L r_u:. r_ n* i )jkfT i • a .1 . • 

i \anani>vim 11 mn i ntt yjracc, DiBtjpBy^nco ai. rta uus 

versally-renowped churchman stated cnsettoti >df 
monument, by Serbians, would forever remind other Serbs 
of the honor and glory of Dr. Nikola Tesla . i.r^.And that he 
-was a SERBIAN onn nf a SERBIAN ORTHODOX, clergy¬ 
man, born in the SERBIAN SELOof Smiljan in Lika. * 

Further, His Grace urged that the undertaking be a joint 
one and representative of ALL the Se r b ia n org ai jfc m tiqto^jn 
the United States and Canada^ He naturally looked to the SftfF 
for leadership, and the greatest monetary contribution. Butflhe j 
also besought the help of the Serbian Nat’l Defense and the 
Jedinstvo beneficial society. 

The Convention voted $1000 for the project and a 
hand collection was 

Quests, kinsmen MiloLdConjevich of JoheL BL. -giving 
$200. It is probable t£at the oaSnce of the .needed $300tt^ 
will be raised thru public good-will offerings and 
cash gifts of the other two organizations mentioned. r 
And after a suitable bust has been erected for 'Dr. Tesla, 
Bishop Nicolai suggest^i^<feimilar-like monument horror the 
memory of Dr. MitaiWrupm, also a world-renowned scientist, 

__ _ _J . f— w —tm 

aumor ana eaucaior. ^ ; 

This is a subject near and dear to all good Serbian hearts’ 


» 


^ — o 

w ^ n 

<> (r> rd 





mutXED - 36 


> 


6oociV W* 


/j0 1 3 3 7 * 



N CT 

lit OLt ' 


"AMERICAN SRB0BRAN" 
September 28. 1955 
Pittstslrgh, Pa. 


/ 


/#o 


. ;u37 







» 

I 




i rmDMu-nn't CONTAINED 

V*£ 9-&JLV\ 


|SXFOpe ns Drive for Tesla Memorial at Libertyville- — 

$2000 PUBLIC AID SOUGHT, 

PITTSBURGH. PA. — The Serb! sarv monies tend complete the I light in it and the much delfre 



sary monies fend complete the 
project in time for the world¬ 
wide CentennieJj (celebration for 
the semas next year. 1 

Spearheading t^e movement for 
recognition, especially atm o n g 
American elements, is the JT ESLA _ 
SOCIETY, founded by srentist- 
engineer_Leland LAnderson, fa fanat¬ 
ical admirer of tke late Dr. Nikola 
Tesla. ' 

Mr. Anderson right now is con¬ 
ducting a search for a famous por¬ 
trait of the Serbian electrical wiz¬ 
ard done at the turn of the century 
in New York. 

Seek Missing Portrait 
✓ 

In his current TESLAIAN pub¬ 
lication, Mr. Anderson revealed the 
work, by Princess Vi'lma Lwoff- 
ParlEghy, is missing. 

Reviewing developments, Mr. 
Anderson wrote; 

“On March 1, 1016, the Princess 
gave a reception ir her new studio 
in New York especially to exhibit 
Balance of the needed sum is now her latest protrait of Nikola Tesla, 
l-betng sought thru good-will' offer- An article in the NEW YORK 
f ings of the general Serbian popu- TIMES for March 2. i£>16. stated— 
lgce In the United States and Can-' “ ‘It was one of the beliefs t>? 

iad 4 1 ■ I Mr. Tesla that there was some- 


PITTSBUR GH, PA — The Serb 
jNat'l Federation Executive Board 
Uhas acted quickly to implement a 
^Convention decision to honor the 
mearfvy of the illustrious Dr. Nik- 
nl/^Tes la. 

At its first meeting of Octo¬ 
ber 8, the Board drafted *a resolu¬ 
tion calling on all SNF members 
and good Serbians to help fi¬ 
nance a memorial project fer the 
late scientist-inventor genius. 

This would stand be r ore the 
entrance of the Monastery in 
Llhertyville, Ell. 

Cast of the contemplated project, 
whiA would clarion to the world 
that gDr. Tesla was a Serbian, is 
estimated at $3000. The Convention 
voted $1000 to the cause and a hand 
collection among 122 delegates 
yielded several hundred dollars 
more. \ 

Kinsman Milos \Konjevich 
Joliet, I1L, gave $20^. 

Public Aid Sought 


of 



fund, similar to the one *be- 
conducted to heln defray 
expenses on Shad eland, 
established. 

It h hoped to raise the necete- 


thing unlock v about posinr for a 
picture and he never fiat to anv 
hef'To ha enter ed the stn*io of 
j the frrine«m!Trt5t^bnm whi"h she 
' Iv»d chosen did not hrve a sky- 


light in it and the nmeh doilred 
North exposure was missing. 

• “ ‘At the suggestion of Mr. TeSla, 
a cluster of powerful incandescent* 
was put up in the comer ot the 
apartment and the rays, filtered 
thru blue glass, were just the right 
•quality. The portrait was shown 
under the same illumination. 

At Base for Sitting 

“ ‘Mr. Tesla, having solved tne 
problem of the artifical hop, fell to 
thinking about other parts of the 
universe, and there he sat oblivious 
to his surroundings. 

“ ‘The painter was able to pn 
duce a likeness in which there 
no evidence that the subject w 
conscious that anybody 
watching Urn. much len Study¬ 
ing his features from the other 
side of the easel. 

“ ‘Among those who attended the 
reception were Mrs. C. B. Alex¬ 
ander. Henry P. Davison, the 
Countless de Rittenburg and Mrs. 
E. T. Isham.’ ’* 

After the Princess died, in 1923, 
her studio and all objects of art, 
wac sold rt Suction. 

The Telsa portrait, I|x(R 
inches, appeared on the cover of 
TIME unraain* (July *0. HR1) 

and In the F.LKCT^TCAfc BX- 

FFRIMENTEK <J*n 

Mr. Andemon says. R , I 

Its location is hot how known. 
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Cadiz, Serb Gives S100 

For Bust Image of Inventor 

To Be Placed at Monastery 

Pittsburgh, Pa. —Half of th^43000 fund goal for a statue i 
memorial of the late Dr. NikobT'fesla has been realized, the I 

I 


SIuF announced today. 


In fact, total contributions counted so far 
$158°. 

The Fund is an outgrowth of a plea by Bishop Nicolai 

for Serbians to do honor for the 1 

memory of the noted electrical 
wizard during the world-wide 
Centennial celebration planned 
for the creniui next year. 

In the wake of the p>~. 
voiced at the receipt 7th Con¬ 
vention at Niagara Falls, Can¬ 
ada, the delegates approved a 
$1000 gift from the SNF and 
raise. 


etc., would not be 
riusled, Bishop Nicolai believes. 

Be that u it may, the SNF's 
goal is to amass the needed mon¬ 
ies in time to erect gnd dedicate 
the memorial before the Tesla 
Centennial celebration ends. 

Donors and the amounts of 


decided to raise, by public their donations are as follows: 
grant, the balance of $2000. i SP^F* $ 

A hand collection among the Delegate M. tConjevych 
i 22 grass-roots leaders of the So-.. " Tod or Dnpdi * 
cied raised another $450. Then, Petar Borovieh 

at » first meeting O c tober 5, the SNF Coansef ff. Blviie 
inf! 


1090.00 

200.00 

.mm mm 

yu.uv 

25.00 

-\*5.00 


ne^By-elected Executive. Board of Delegate N. Stepanovich 


ll 



rs 

O 


!\L V 14 


the SNF appealed to the mem¬ 
bership at large to fulfill the bal¬ 
ance required. 

| First Contribution $100 

A scant 24 hours after tfre ap¬ 
peal was published in the Society’s 
“Srbobran” organ last Wednes-. 
day, Sime Zelich of Cadiz, O.,; 
gave $ 100. , j. 

The proposed memorial, a i 
statue image, would be placed be-, 
| fore the entrance of the St. Sava 
Serbian Monastery in Libertyville, 

ijn. 


Maxim Jakovac 
llija Janjanin 
Lou Balta 
Jovan Vukcavieh 


$0 00 
20.00 
20.00 
10.00 
10.00 


* •• 


Milan Kajganottteh ftkOO 

St evan RoguBa 40.00 

Bogdan DmiQili $.00 

Milan Tomicb 5.00 

Todor Vuieicb 5.00 

Djuro Lukich .* 5,00 

G. Sfoisav^evkkh * 5.00 

R. Vukadinovith 5.00 

Janko Mnnich . 5.00 

Petar Marwigh 5.00 

Mirko Baranin 5.00 


I 

I 


fcfc 






ition »t Nmnn F. lh, Cm - Cental ««U 

a, the delegates approved if 


a, un aviayawa m r ' i 

000 gift from the SN^ud | Domra d tbra e re m i te of 
dded to raises by jibB i tbeit donate .* are •. 

ut, tb» baiane* «rf *2000. ^ > 1000,0* 

i hand collection Among the Delegate It Kuujealca ’ 20t|.a 
grass-roots lead era of lM.Sh ,, U. " Todor Drafffeb *. £$-0%. 

* raised aaatber $*1*. TJlteiJ **■ Borq-vfck-.J^ ».0£ 

L first me e ti ng OtKfter I, the voeed If. 0tujpl^r' 5*?^ 
Jly-elected Executive. Board si Delegate. 1C SejtAtoVidf 
SNF appealed! to. the menv .* Mamm. JakeYae- v W.W 

ship at large to fulfill the baJ- " HSja Janjaftto >, - 20.00 

e reouired. . < W - Lou Belts-: • i/ 10,00 


SNF appealed to. the .awov- 
ship at large to fulfill the bal- . . 
e required. 

First Contribution $100 

\ scant 24 hours after tjra ap- 
il was published in the Society*# 
bobran** organ last Wednes-. 

/, Sime Zelich of Cadiz, Q., { 
e $ 100. , I. " 

Hie proposed memorial, a I 
tue image, would be placed be -1 
e the entrance of the St. Sava 
rbian Monastery in Libertyville, 


Jo van VvkcsvWt 
Milan KajgmaoVteh 
Stevan Rogues . 
Bogdan pT»yi*M> 

Milan TomieH ' 
Todor Vuicieli 
Djuro Lukich 
G. Sfoisavljevich 
R. Vukadinovteh 
Janko Mrmich * 
Petar Maravich 
Mirko Baranin 
Stanko Jelich 


‘There ft would proclaim to Stanko Jelich 

ns of thousands of Serbian - * * * 

•it"* “”'" I1 T. *r‘ ™ koU fiof. Anthony Tomovich 
«l. n> c* Scrbtui mmtrnnt f Edmonton, Albert., 
ock and son of a Serbian ^ an ^ 

rthodox clerrnnan,” Bishop Teta AntJia M amula 


m.9* 

20.00 

20.00 

moo 

10.00 

«xbo 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00- 

5,00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 


icolai declared. 


( Pittsburgh) 


For half a century and more, Martha Mamula Bjelosh 
i general American public has (Pittsburgh) K 

en misled anent the nationality ^elicH (Cadiz, O.) 10l 

( the man who foretold the com- MHinko Alexich, war invalid 


10.00 

5.00 

10.00 

100 . 0 ' 


? of atomic energy power. 

Only recently, a oromment 
American magazine listed him, 
^correctly, as of Croatian 
tock. The mistake was subse- 
uentlv puhliclv corrected with 
oologies by the publication. 

But lacking an image reference, 
th historical statistics, similar 
rors are likely in the future. 

Old References Poor 

The magazine publication, for 
stance, explained it obtained its 
C erence material from an anti- 
ated guide book. 

Since the misleading matter 
‘re was never challenged bv 
rbians and other interested 
rties before, the magazine Iogi- 
lv assumed it was factual. , 

Erection rtf a bust stettw. 
*sn listing Dr. Tesla’s da*e of 
irfb. bir*bolace, parent a, fir., 
o.*1d counter Mte old fdils 
nd make certain that future 


(Omaha, Nebr.) 
Total 


—the honoring, forever, of two of Serbia’s beat-known immi¬ 
grant sons who contributed so greatly to th<*\ welfare and 
prosperity of their adopted Americas. \ 

We hope to report developments as soon as they take 
plhce,, remembering Bishop Nikolai’s concluding remarks: 

“Nikolk Tesla, in the field of science, brought the 
Serbian name great glory—just as did the greatest Serbian 
knights on the field of battle.” 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Gentlemen: 

During my senior year at Georgetown University I read J.J.O'Niel^ 
Biography of KiJcoli Tesla: the booh, entitled *rodigal Genius" 
described quite a few of Tesla's experiments, most of which I (ried 
myself in the physics lab, Z am interested in reviewing Tesla's 
experiments in wireless electric power transmission* 

Unfortunately, Teela died In 1945 ju»t at the time he supposedly 
had developed a system of wireless power transmission. Sinoe World 
**? i 1 » 8 th#n ln Progress his papers were seised and staled by the 

that by now Tesla's papers have been released for 
publication, but a oall to the Library of Congress prodVeed no 
results. Therefore, I have two questions; 


1) Does the F.B.I. now have Tesla 1 • sclentifio papers? 

2) If so, are they available for public inspection? 

If they were released, who has them? 


I will certainly appreciate any help you can give me alome these line* 
Tesla pubiiehed very little of hie findings; this, coSp!?S with the 
ract that wireless power is connected by most people with "Death Ravs" 

on^the^ubject hafl it; nearl y impossible for me to find anything 
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Tour lotter doted taw It, 19 M, ku low roedrod, .. 
and la nmu« to yoar tefulry, I raid like to wtrtM teat our. 

BIm reflect teat tea dBaote of Mlaffi Teel* ireir* token late Wrt te dy 
after hla deett by tea Office at Allen property aad pot by dll Bureau. 

1 . * K 
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mailed 


1956 

20 


ToUon- 

Board man_ 

Nichols_ 

Belmont_ 

Her bo- 

Mohr ____—__ 

Parsons_— 

Rosen - 

Tsnrni_ 

Sizoo- - — 

linterrpwd __ 
Tele, fcm'l 
Hollo A A 
Gandy __—— 


iset viilMt parttsipatt la tha handling af 

Mr. Tesla's effects, we are unable to supply the Information 
you requested. 


Sincerely years. 


John Edgar floorer 
Director 


S 2 * 
? i at 

CD i* 4d> 


.1 © f w 
“t S I* a 

NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record on correspondent and reveal thfejonrec 


spelling of Tesla's name as "Nikcia. *' Bufiles reflect this ty$e of^eg^ h 
been utilized by the Domestic Intelligence Division in answering sftniiitr 


been utilized by the Domestic Intelligence Division in answerftsg pM^Uffr 
inquiries. {65-47953; 100-9237) Cover memo from Mr. Belmont *0^ 
Boar dm an 6-29-55, set out background of this matter which concerned th 
death ©i Qfes&fi, a famous electrical inventor. Bureau was not involved 
in this matter, and the opening of the safe containing his effects was done 
byjp^jOffice of Alien Property. ; , 
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SAC, NEW YORK (65-12290) 
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MIKOLA 
IS -YU 



LA (Deceased) 


date 7/25/57 

*A0 3 

- 



Street, New York 
24, New York, a tlhit£d States citizen of Yugoslav 
extraction, who on occasion, voluntarily Tarnishes 
the New York Office With information he considers to 
be in the interests of the Security of the Ttoited 
States Government, furnished Special Agent 
NICHOLAS J.MASTROVTCH the following info rmati on on . 
July 3, 1957s 

^HL&tated that a certain woman named 
Mrs* MARGARET^TOHM who lives with her husband, 

JOHN, at the colonial Hotdl, 51 West 8 lst Street, New 
York 24, New ?ork,naas been Issuing newsletters which 
cozitain^nfarmation pertaining to flying saucers 
and**!rt?r^etaiV ^tt e r 8; . y / f ( yj 

Mstated that In his opinion Mr. and 
Mrs* STORM are exploiting the reputation and genius 
of NIKOLA TESLA, deceased, inventor of Yugoslav 
extraction who ahieved world wide fame as a result of 
his inventions in the United States* 



mm 


t/e/A/s te¬ 

rn*) 


tesla was bom in Smiljan, Yugoslavia in 
July, 1859 and came to the United States in 1894 
and became a naturalized United States citizen. In 
1886 TESLA designed the arc-lighting system and two 
years later he Invented the Tesla motor and designed 
a plan f 6 r the transmission of alternating current. - v 
In subsequent years, TESLA* s discoveries and inventiek^ 
included such fields and appliances as wireless w 
communication, eleoteribalj o£q#Al 4 tion, radiant" power and 
radio active matter* After 1900 , communications ^ *>-'*- 
and wireless power transo^se^on occupl^d v ^aost of^ ’ 




y 


his research. rY! £ ir.JL\ 

( 2 )- Bueau (RM) (Encefej^. 
tL - £qs Angelescu (Info) (En 
1 - New York (65-12290) 


NJMimcd 

( 4 ) 
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TESLA's„ only Military invention was-b jsatfaod 
to vlich he onow bonded but * meiar fully" ^escribed;* ; 
This'invention was & means thereby an inpenetraole 
"nail of force” can be erected around the United 
States 1 borders which would render helpless any 
military attack. TESLA disclosed the existence 
of his plan In 1934 and stated be Intended to present 
it to the Geneva Conference but seldom . referred to It 
afterward. t 


1 ted 9/22/4 cT^C^ 


The "New Tork Times" dated 
carried an^article setting forth jT 4FGS\>k 1 s plan for a 

Death Ray”* ihls article Included ~lnforaation to 
the effect that TESLA, on his 84th birthday, July 10, 1940, 
advised Hew Yor k Times reporter VILLXAH ju^MffREUCE 
that he was ready to divulge to the United States 
Government the secret of his "teleforce", with which 
he said airplane motors would be melted at a distance 
of 250 miles so that an invisible Chinese wall of 
defense would be built around the country against any 
attempted attack by an enemy airforce no natter how 
large. According to TESLA, this "teleforce" was 
based on an entirely new principle of Physics that 
"no one has ever dreamed about" and was different from 
tin principle embodied in his inventions relating to 
the transmission cf electrical power from a distance, 
for which be received a number of basic patents. 


TESLA stated that this new type of force would 
operate through a beam one hundredth millionth of a 
square c Regime ter in diameter and could be 
generated from a special plant that mould cost no more 
than two million dollars and would take only about three 
months to cob tract. TESLA stated that a dxen much *- 

plants located at strategic points Klehg ike roast, 
according to TESLA, would-be enough to defnnd the 
United States against all possible aerial attacks. 

TESLA stated that this beam would melt any engine 
and would also ignite explosives aboard any bomber. 

TESLA stated that no possible defense against it could 
be devised and he asserted that the beam would be all 
penetrating. 


-2- 






t 




NX Q^-leZCyv 




TESLA stated to Mr. LAWRENCE that tie 
^ makes one Important stipulation before he would 
divulge this secret to the United. States Ooveramient 
and that was that should the United State Government 
decide to take up his offer, he would go to work at . 
once but that the United States Government would have 
to trust him, TESLA stated that he would suffer 
"no interference from experts." t ;,. • * 


In this *New York Times* article Mr. LAWRENCE 
commented that %Ifeh conditions as they were in 19*Q, 

1 .U n«4 fad Cf afaa i*Aff4v)» viab^it fn «n«n<l 

OUU P4. Wi wc uux WU UIMftWB * Wi*vy vw 

Billions of dollars for National Defense, Mr. YESLA's 
great reputation as an inventor, who al^ngrs was mSLa J r .: 
years ahead of his time, should be given careful 
consideration. Mr^ LAWRENCE stated, in his opinion, 
the united States Government should take nr. tjsSLA 
at his word and commission him to go ahead with the 
construction of his "teleforce" plant. 




2he New York file of Mr. TESLA bears no 
Indication that any additional developments were 
carried on in connection with TESA's invention and 
whether or not TESLA fully divulged his new plan 
to the United States Government. 

4 

TESLA died at the age of 85 on January 7, 19^3. 



Mr. MHP provided a two page copy of the 
above mentioned newsletter which Mr. and Mrs. STORM 

Kctm Keen cnnryAAH <\r\ wH fh fhe ol 1 ecrhH 

i v w ywwu vuu vv*4Mvv vAvu ha vm v**v Ha avgvw 


invention by TESLA, which, according to Mr. ad 
Mrs. STORM, consists of a radio type machine known as 
the Tesla S6t which was invented by Mr. TESLA in 1938 
for interplanetary communication. Mr. and Mrs. STORM 
claim that TESLA ! s engineers did not complete the 
Tesla Set untll^after TESLA 1 s death in 1943* Nr. atfd 
Mrs. ITORM claim that this Set was placed Inoopestion 
in 1950 and since that time TESLA engineers| have been 
in close touch with space ships, etc. 
















NY 65-12290 


The Newsletter furnished by Nr/ 
the following names: \ < 


Included 




HABQffiT STORM 
JOHN STQBM 

qbqbofVu 

l IH1Hlljji tH Till I . London, England 


RUSSEL, Yucc a Tall ey, California / 


JQ£E-jr 


The files of the lev York Office contained^ 
no pertinent information regarding any of the 
above mentioned Individuals. r n '*._ 


•v' 


1 


' Two |>fcot08tatic copies of'this newsletter 

are being sent to the Bureau for purposes of 
Information while one copy is being submitted to 
the Los Angeles OfficeSbr information purposes. 
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He was an Electrical Engineer and prolific - Inventor 

He was born in Yugoslavia in 1856 and diea in the 
United States, New York City, January 7th, 1943. He was a 
naturalized citizen of tnis country. 

The only information I cculu find of nis records was 
a report that the F.B.I. removed his papers for examination, 
and that the recoras were sealed by the custodian of alien 
property. 

1 have been doing some theoretical research of my 
own, which I believe may be along the same lines he followed 
in certain of nis experiments. I also believe the development 
of his ideas would be in the interest of cur country regaraless 
of who aevelopes them. 


If it is at all possible for m 
at least some of his experimental ,\crk, 
appreciate it. I aru not able, bjj reason 
which 'would be required, to conduct such 
so the Gata he mace and collected would 


le to have access to 
I would certainly 
of the vast finances 
experiments myself, 
be invaluable. 


> 


Of course, it is possible that his records go not 
contain material pertinent to his electronics v-ork, because 
from v.hat I understand from reading about him, he kept most 
of his records in his heao and wrote down very little of his 
data. 


It is also possible that some of his iceai are 
impractical, tut I fe£l sure tnat certain of his ideas will 
be of immense value to our country within the next several 
decades cr even before, if they are developed at a rapid rate. 


I would appreciate hearing from you on the ,subject. 



'll 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Information 
Washington 25 , D, C. 

Dear Sir: 


l*r February 14 f 1961 
* i lMcnDMATION r. n MTA!NFn 

im 'jmiiMnv«« w ■ ■ -.— 

"EK; IS UNCLA°SIFIED / 7 


I am a college student who is doing a research paper 
on Nikola ^esla. As I was collecting the material for my 

nsnpr I Hi srnvpr.pd that at thp timp r\€ TpcI a ’ c rfpath thp 

w w — j ~~ -- v v ^ ^ — ’ ■** v- v • v. vx w m v i* w *• y *■ **v- 

department of the F.B.I. confiscated the data and papers 
that Tesla had collected from his research in the field of 
electricity. This confiscation of hi£ material was stated 

y Uc r*fi JT» 0 > h/c i { 

in the PRODIGAL GENIUS by J.jXo’Neil f published in 1944 at 
New York city by Washburn Inc. 


I have developed an interest in the discoveries and 
accomplishments of Tesla that is presently limited by the 
shortage of factual material. If in your files, you have 

i 

anv infrirmatinn rrirtrprni no V-itrr\1-» Tod. -f-U +• vmt o *•*=> t- 

* vx *.*i* », j. wvi^v a i xii v r ju u a \_ o x a tuci v j v u ai. pv i. " 

mitted to release, I will sincerly appreciate your co¬ 
operation in helping me give the proper recognition to this 

Km rr / Jt /S <rt —t ri l 

KtL- 00 / w- etj _? /- 1CA — — 
great scientist and American. Below I have listed The 

facts that may be helDful to you; 8 196 

. . EX.-/ 6 *’ _ _ 

1. Born in 1856 at Smiljan, Crotia, now Yugoslavia 

2. Came to America in 1884 and was employed for a 
short time with the Edison Co. at Orange, N.J. 

?. Died on January 7, 1943 at New York city 


Thanking you for your time and co-operation that I have 


n, I remain, 

/ 

'./// 


Sincerly fours 












ToIboo _ 

Parsons _ 

Mohr_ 

Belmont _—_ 

Callahan _ 

Conrad - 

DeLoach_ 

Evans_ 

Malone_ 

Rosen - 

Tovel_ 

Trotter- 

W.C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room _ 

Ingram - 

Gandy_ 


Tour letter erf February H, 1961; Mi been 
received, tad the Interest which prompted yon to write is 
appreciated. 

V 7 *■*, 


.vi* 


In response to your inquiry, I wish to advise 
that our files reflect that the effects of Or. Nikola Tesla 
were impounded, after his death, by of JUien 

Since we Ad not participate in the headtfag at Sr« Testate 
effects, we are enable to supply the Information yon desire 


FEB 2 31961 

comm-fsi 


Sincerely yours. 


ti> 






John Edgar Hoover 

NOTE: No record could be located in J|rfil$9.iden6iiabt9 with < . 
correspondent. Bufile 100-2297 reflects that t)r. Tesla was a 
world-famous electrical inventor, end at the tithe of his death, aU^ 
Of Ids personal papers mad effects ^ere believed Jaagprous ' 
iountfyte security If they left Into ^authorised hands* ^>be %3 k»_ / 
/^’Prodigal Genius, ” by Jah^^Ksftl^ alleges that v thf^BI took, 
over ^TCerfalh safe and opened it, appropriating his property.^ V x t N t 
Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property 
the Department who did so, and the above reply is forwa^^e# in 
answer to related inquiries. 
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TELETYPE UNIT □ 
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November 21, 1962 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D*C* 


Gentlemen; 

I am making a study, motivated out of personal curiosity, into the 

O 

life and works of Hikola Tesla* Mr* Tesla died on January ?, 1945 in the 

_ 

Hotel Hew Yorker* Since F*B.l* Operatives opened his safe and took his 
papers for examination, I wonder if these papers are available for perusal? 

If they are available, where would they be located, and are copies available 
to the public? 

1 am a citizen of the United States, end have been cleared for security-— 
the latest one being for work on 

Thank you very much for any Information or help you way be able to 
give me in this matter!! 

Respectfully yours, 


\>°' Vr\ 

ob KM' tcCA'fUfV 

■ 'S*f «v 
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Tolstfk^ 

Belmont . 

Mohr _ 

Casper _ 
Callahon 
Conrad _ 
DeLoaeh 


Dht 


M J5 ^ « 

» -3 


Tour letter si November Hit has been received. 


In reeponee to your laqulry, I eroeld like to point 
out that Am effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla pere Impounded, after 
his death, by the Office of Allen Property of the Department of 
Justice and not by the FBI. Since this Bureau did not participate 
In the handling of Dr. Tesla's effects, I am unable to supply the 
information you desire. ^ 


Sincerely yours, 

it. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoovtr 
Director 


* 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. « 
Bufile 100-2237 shows that Dr. Tesla lias one UJtoe world's . 

* outstanding scientists in the electrical field, and at the time of 
-his death, all of his personal papers and effects wsre believed 
dangerous to the country* s security if they fell into unauthorised 
hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius,” by John J. O'Neil, alleges . 
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,.appropriating 
Dr. Tesla's property. Bufiles clearly indices jhavit was the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department ^id so, and the above reply 
has been forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Dr. Tesla was 
born in Yugosia^fa. ai\d died in New York City 1-7-43. 
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10 March 1964. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sirs, 


For some time, have been wondering about the matter 
of what was reported on the lat e Nikola^Tesla , the inventor. He died 
during early January 1943, while in residence at the Hotel New Yorker, 
New York City. Accounts have it that his belongings (papers, etc.) were 
studied. Would appreciate learning if anything ran be learned about this. 

Am hoping to be on leave, and in Washington, along the third 
week of April, This is mentioned, in case it is possible to view anything 
relating to the question. 



Sincerely, 



& 





*>57. 
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March IS, MM 





'D/ 


Your latter of March 10th has 


0 , -MOSfcttJ 

gj ‘•'" t 




la response to toot fauntn* I aoald like 
that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla ure Im p ound ed, after Us death, 
by the Office of Allen Property of the Department of Justice and not 
the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla 9 a 
effects, I am unable to supply the information you desire. 
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“BAILEE 19 

MAR 18 1964 


ir Rdowr 

John Edgar Hooter 
Director 



M-FBI 


* * 
C3 
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© ^ 




Tol.on 
Belmont 
Mohr 
Casper 


'NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor 
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believe 
dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The 
book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. Of Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a 
certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate 
that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department whsJjdid so, and the 
above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries.^. 



Sul!) von 
T avel 
Trotter 
T.le. Room 

Holmes _ 

Goriv _ 
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Sir, 

According to "Prodical Genius, Nikola Festa” 
by J. J. O'Neil (a book) some papers were taken from the 
safe of Mr. Festa about 1945 yr. Is this true. If so are the 
papers declasified yet? If so may I obtain a copy? 
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June as, 1964 
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RED* Jl 



,Qtfl 0® 


at 


Tour card of June 16th baa been received* 



In response tc^your Inquiry, I would like to point out 
that the effects o f Dr. NlkoljrTcsla w ere Impounded, after his death, 
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not 
by the FBI. 81 nee we did not participate in the handling of Dr* Tesla's 
effects, I am unable to furnish the information you desire. 



Sincerely yours, 


JOm Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that rn* r r^«i 9 w ag Q lUArl r\ _fn nnc 

------ - nv«AM^i»iUUUO lUVUIlU 

and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized ham 
The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took ov 
a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly 
indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department which did s 
and the above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. 
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OREGON STATl JNIVERSITY ' CORVALLIS, OREGON 97331 

SCHOOL OF SCIENCE Reply to: DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SCIENCE 

March 28, 1967 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Department of Information 
9th Street § Pennsylvania Aven, N.W. 
Washington 25, D. C. 20535 

Dear Sirs: 


"I INFORMATION CONTAINED 
"'FIN IS UNCLA^’RED/) 


I am a student of the history of science at Oregon State University, and 
I am attempting to write a research paper on a very eccentric scientist 
who died in 1943. His name was Nikola^Tesla, a naturalized American of 
Serbian extraction, and he died in hTsf~hotel room in New York City on 
January 8, 1943. 


During the years leading up to World War II, Nikola Tesla supposedly 
invented a "Death Ray” which could destroy several hundred aircraft. Mr. 
Tesla was a very prolific and creative genius during his early years but 
gradually became something of a crackpot in his old age. As a student of 
the history of science, it is important to determine whether or not Tesla 
had any valid ideas in the plans for his death ray. Tesla invented the 
fluorescent light and also was one of the first scientists to discover 
X-Rays--hence there may be some possibility that his death ray might 
actually have been some crude type of laser. 


In Tesla's biography, "Prodigal Genius", by John J. O'Neill, the author 
states on page 277: 

"Operatives from the F.B.I. came to Tesla's hotel 
room shortly after his death and opened the safe 
in his room. They took the papers that it con¬ 
tained in order to examine them for a reported 
secret invention of possible use in the war..." 



I am trying to locate Tesla's secret and unpublished writings concerning 
his death ray. I have searched the literature quite thoroughly and*have 
found nothing. Does the F.B.I. still have these papers or can you tell 
where I might be able to obtain these writings for examination? Any 
assistance or information that you may lend me will be very much appre- 





MAILED 30 


April 3, 1967 



Tour letter of March 38th haa been received. 



In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr, Nikola Tesla were impounded; after Ms death; by the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by the 
FBL Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
effects; I am unable to furnish the information you desire. 

Sincerely yours, 

T Td0ar Boeder 


Jtf 


To I son _ 

DeLoocb. 

Moh; _ 

Wick _ 

Casper _ 

Callahan 

Conrad _ 

Pel! _ 

Gale _ 

R- 


Johu Edgar Hoover 
Director 




NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a 
world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his death, 
all of his personal p^jers and effects were believed dangerous to 
the country's security n obey fell into unauthorized hands, me 
book, "Prodigal Geniiis,/? tyy John J. O'Neil, alleges thsft the FBI 
took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. 
Bufiles clearly ‘indicate tJ^at it was the OfficfcCf*Alien p^oireVty of 

4-1^a r\Av\/\wlm rr? K 5 a V> sa An/4 fli a r% KAnAWAA Itt 4a v/1 a/1 in 
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wer to related inquiries* *- 
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TRUE COPY 

' r r , ^r A jn:;r M TW«EBB f 1969 
n M Hft i :Zf;Ei;4 IS UiiCL.^S!FIED n / . 

Dear Mr. Hoover, nATr <7_ ^ ^ X/laLL 

un I L /—^r-ZLV. — u ysrr —/ /r+' f r -y ^ - 


In the year 1943 the F. B. I. confiscatedall of the papers 
and maybe some of the machines of physicist, N ikolaues la. These 
papers were his experiments and ideas at the time of his death. Accord¬ 
ing to the books I’ve read, these papers were confiscated on the grounds 
of the enemy getting ahold of his ideas and apply them to war machines. 

I have studied all of the material on this man and have 
found him to be more intelligent than the great ’’Brain” of his time, 
Thomas Edison. 

Why without Nikola Tesla there would be Westinghouse 
Company as we know today. This is the man who harnessed Niagara 
Falls, and was the one and only man who could see the possibilities of 
Alternating Current when men like Edison said ”it would never work. ” i 


What T am u/nnHprincr ic mavhp thpep nanprs rmilH bp 

f » * * W W JB. WVA. A * »T V/ •« * W <• *** ^ AM J *** W W V> k/ w W w v v 


reclassified from whatever ”Top Secret” classification they now have 
and be made available for study by the people who understand and can 
gain knowledge from them. 

I would be willing to pay for reproductions of his experiments 
if nothing else. He still has a great many ideas that have never been tried. 

It disturbs me to think that everyone has forgotten about 
the ideas of this man when he was so advanced for his time. 


I can say with assurance that no man alive can say that he 
knows all of Tesla’s ideas. And studying other men’s ideas is the way ^ 
to advance in science faster. ■ :'P 7 —JS 

I hope something can be done to get these papers j-ejease^. 



Thank You, 
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March 4, 1969 
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v 



Dear 


% 


r'coo*l/\T10U CONTAINED 
-^miSUMCL^SIFjK/O 


Your latter of February 25th has been received. 


In response to your Inquiry, the effects of Dr, Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Prop¬ 
erty of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since we did 
not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable 
to furnish the information you desire. <&;pppyf of your communication 
has been referred to the Department of Justice. 

__ Sincerely yours, 

^ 1LED 10 J. Edgar Hoover 

MAR 4 -1969 

COMM-FBI 


fy 1 


Totson _ 

DeLooch . 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 

Cosper _ 

Collar.an . 

Conrad _ 

P elt — .... 

Gale _ 

Posen _ 

Sullivan _ 

Tave! _ 

Trotter „ 
Tele. Roo 
Holies _ 
Gandy _ 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Bufile 160-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country’s security if they fell into unauthor¬ 
ized hands. The book, ’’Prodigal Genius, ” by John J. O’Neil, alleges 
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his 
property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Prop 
erty of the Department which did so, and the above reply is forwarded 
in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to Assistant 
Attorney General, Civil Division nf the Department. 

(3) 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Director of Central Records 
Washington, D,C. 


Dear Sir: 




appreciate ^ t r ?® earch P a Per on Nickola'lesla and woulc 
fo?i r o:ing e i nfo™aSo„:° Uld pleW PrOVlde me " lth 


p°rhnai rc irf»r? n beln S. wh y d i d your Bureau impound his 
an n7 o immediately after his death on 
Janua^ 7, 1943. Secondly, could you nrovide a iui- 

°rd t lose ef fects, and lastly, when were they released 
and to whom were they given. J 1 ereasea 
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Tolson _ 
DeLoach 
Wallets _ 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 
Casper _ 
Callohan 
Conrad _ 

Felt - 

Gale _ 

Rosen _ 
Sull i van 
Tavel _ 

Soyais — 

Tele. M 
Helmed 
Gandy _ 


/oo a-bn-ll 


April 14, 1M0 



■ ’ i r'FnRMflTinN cniMTAiNm 

l i vitiiinnvM wm nini_ur 


Dear 


Y~r -.IN IS UNCLASSIFII 
($ r ATE 7-J-f* VjJ> 

& 


h reply to your inquiry of April 8th, the effects 


of Dr* Nikola Tesla were impounded, after hU death, by the 
Office of Allen Property of the Department of Justice and not by 
the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you desire. 

A copy of your communication has been referred to the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice for any help it may be able to offer. 

Sincerely yours, 


MAILED S> 

APR 14 1970 


COMM-FBI 


r Edgar Hocrveir 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 







% 

HO 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Ifbsla was a world-famous electrical 
inventor, and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and 
effects were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell 
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, " by John J. 

O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the 
-Ctffiee of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above 
n^Oki s f° rwar ded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred 
wo*wHtstant Attorney General, Civil Divisi on of jhejjepartment. 
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July 15, 1970 




Tour letter was received cm July 13th and the Interest 
which prompted you to write to me is appreciated. With respect to 
your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after 


\ 



To) son 
CeLoacK 
Walters — 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 
Casper 


Tele- Roof-. 
Hdres _ 


his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 

X 

and the FBI did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla’s belong* 


tags. J3n addition, this Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of 
the^ederal Government and matters such as yon mentioned do not 

o 

come within the scope of this Bureau’s authority. 

Sincerely yours, 




OTEn 


Mfi&JEOa 

JUL 15 1970 

COMM^Bi 


J. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical Inventor, and, 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country’s security if they fell into unauthorized 
hands. Bufiles indicate that the Office of Alien Property of the Department, 
_ appropriated his property and replies similar to the above have been used (£ 
A& re * a * e( * inquiries. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoever, ” M ' 

Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington D. C* 0 



July 8, 1970 


Dear Sir, 


/ 2 a h ^ „ /€- / 


I ara writing this to you as I believe that most of the government is infil¬ 
trated with foreign agents, and there ia a very good chance this could be of extreme 
importance fbr the defense of our nation* 


I met a man a number of years ago that was raised on Long Island in the 
neighborhood where Mr* Tesla, inventor of the Tesla Coil, had his lab. He told *e 
of Mr. Tesla’s notes blowing dewn the street when the junk men were dismantling his 
equipment. It would be a wonderful thing is some of these notes were salvaged and 
could be found* 


Mr. Tesla was at least a century ahead of his time. He sent radio signals 
around the world seventeen years prior to Mr. Marconi, who received the credit, and 
pioneered many fields. He was so far advanced that he had to invent & special math 
t© keep up with his work. 

He, on several accasions talked before the scientists of the world and 
became very angry at their inability to understand him, and due to this was violently 
disliked and didnot receive acknowledgement for his discoveries. One of the notes 7 
read by this man told of the radio transmission of electricity being brought to a / 
high degree of effiency. ( _ 

Mow here is the thing that should be investigated throughly. During my 
High School education, in the winter of either 19-25-26 or 1926-27, I made a 
currant events report on an article appearing in a small publication of that name 
that was received weekly at the Troy Highschool, Troy Montana. It stated in tnis 
article that Mr. Tesla had made an offer to the Congress of the United States that 
if they would install radio transmission towers at every 150 miles around the border 
of this country, that he would install equipment that would broadcast a verticil 
plane of energy beyond the atmosphere through which no material object could pass 
as it would shatter or lose it’s monecular coohesion. It was refused. 


There is a good chance that this data is in the files of congress. What 
a defence , and boy do we need it. EX-H? REP 0 i Q 


REC-2 /OO J337- /<? 

along this line with structured vortices Oi 1 


I have had some results along this line with structured vortices of mag¬ 
netic fields, but do not have the technical equipment or .knowl edge to carry out 
further experiments. The theory is quite simple and deals with partICT” 'acr.elerat- 
ion, and it works to the best of my knowledge. 0 
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6 DECEMBER 1971 

federal bureau of investigation 

WASHINGTON, D.C* 

Dear Sin 

I have recently began a collection and reading file of all 
mattera pertaini ng to WlkolJ^Tesla# In bo doing I was amaxed to find 
that upon his death; January 7, 1943, in NYC, your bureau confined 
hla papers# May I ask If you still "have them In jail"# I am extremely 
Interested In hie work(a) and am trying to establish my own "Tesla” 
library# Your assistance would be greatly appreciated* 


Very truly yours. 



°I3 
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December 14, 1971 


LL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED fj 


Tour letter of December 6th has been received. 

In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and 
not by the FBI. We did not participate in the handling 
of Dr. Tesla's belongings in any way. Copies of your 
Communication and *y reply have been referred to the 
Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar Hoover 

j 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record correspondent. Dr. Tesla 
was world-famous electrical inventor, and at death, his 
effects believed dangerous to country's security. "Prodigal 

J ° hn J * ° ,Nei1 ' alleges FBI took safe and appro¬ 
priated his property. Above reply previously given to same 
inquiries. (100-2237) Material sent to the Assistant 
^torney. Civil Division, of the Department. 


Tolson 


Miller. E.S 
Callahan .. 


Conrad 


Cleveland 


Walters _ 

Sovars _J 

Tele. Room 

Holmes_ 

Candy __ 
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Federal Bureau Of Investigation 
Ninth Street and Pennsylvania 
Northeast Washington D. C. 20535 


Dear Sirs, 


Upon rea ding a biography on Nikola Tesla . I found the urge to 
read more on him and his works. At the end of the dook it was 
stated that the F.B.I. went to his hotel room gathered up his 

know r f« a ?h 100k ® d them ln a vault - The thing I would like to 
7"” JLocxea up ana ir it would be 

possible to see some of these records and any other works of 
m s • 


I can^think of only one possible reason ate to cause of his 
recoruS being looked up and that is because he was too far 
advanced for his time. This sens to be the only logical 
solution, but, with technology much more advanced now than in 

heleftToff W ° Uld Seem likely that scientists take over where 


Please let me know If I can look at the records and if you can 

Please answer mjt question of the real reason his records were 
locked up. 




~ / < 0 $ 
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October 31, 1972 




-' INFORMATION CONTAINED 
IT. ESN IS UhCLASSIFIL. . ^ 

DATE 7-3 


$ 

Your letter vat received on October 26th. 


In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien 
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since 
we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, 
I am unable to furnish the information you desire. I am forward¬ 
ing a copy of your communication and of thiB reply to the 
Department of Justice. 


Felt 
Baker- 
Bates . 


Bishop 


Callahan _ 
Cleveland 

Conrad _ 

Dal bey _ 

•Jenkins _ 

Marshall _ 


Miller, K.S. _ 

Ponder _ 

Soy its _ 

Waite rs 


Sincerely yours, 

L. Patrick Gray III 



L. Patrick Gray, III 
Acting Oirector 


a 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that! Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 


at the tifive eff hi% death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangero\£s to the country’s security if they fell into 
unautfrS&ix^d hands. ^The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, 
alleges t*atOth£iFBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating hie^'pfpperty. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was 
the Office of Alien Troperty of the Department which did so, and the 
above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of 
letter referred to Assistant Attorney General, ,Civil Division of 
the Department. 
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April U, 1973 



Mr. Felt- 

Mi. Baker_ 

Mr. Callahan _ 
Mr. Cleveland 
Mr. Conrad_ 


Mr. Gebhardt_ 

Mr. Jenkins_ 

Mr, Marshall _ 

Mr. Miller. E.S. _ 
kfr, Soyar* _ 

Mr. Thompson_ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Kinley_ 

Mr, Armstrong 
Mr, Bowers 
Mr- Herington 
Ms. Herwig 
Mr, Mintz _ 

Mrs. "Neenan 



a) 'U INFORMATION CONTAINED 

w 


f. 

Toot totter was received os April 9th. 

b i response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Mikola 
Teels were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alton Property 
of the Department of Justice and not by the FBL Since we did not 
participate in the handling of Dr. Teala'e belongings, I am unable to 
furnish the information you desire. A copy of your communication and 
of this reply have bees referred to the Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 

-■ - irx' 

f 

L. Patrick Gray, m 
Acting Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. ^Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical Inventor, and at the time of his 
death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to the 
country's security if they tell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal 
Genius, " by John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and 
opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above reply 
is forwarded in answer to related inquiries./Copy of letter tefeured to the 
Assistant Attorney General, Clvil Division pi the 



ng —^ 

-M 


>AP 


MAIL ROOM 



'ELETYPE UNIT I 1 



^ 10 IS " 3 Ui * i? 



/03 










s ederal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Gentlemen: 



I would like to kno»^.f any microfilm or other 
reproductions of Nikola Tesla * a notes and papers exist at 


vouy» nff*1re»- Tools woo 


f annn a or»1 avi + 1 a + 

^ M V A J U ^ U M 


w?\~> s\ A A *^A 
nuv cm. 


New york City. The Federal Bureau of Investigation entered 
his safe shortlv after this to remove his papers for 
examination for the war effort. After the war the papers 
were offered to any group that would start a museum to 
house them. No one accepted and the papers were finally 
sent to the Tesla Museum In Belgrade, Yugoslavia* sometime 
in the eqrly 1950's, possibly Just before 195^; Tesla was 
the inventor of all ac motors and the polyphase system, as 
well as all flourescent and neon lamps. He was a major 
pioneer in the early days of radio and discovered many 
of the early principles of radar. Ke declined nomination 
of a Nobel Pri 2 e. He was a naturalised citizen of America 
and said he valued his citizenship papers above all his 
awards and possessions. Despite this, all hiB papers were 
sent to another nation. 


I would like to examine some of his papers from 1899 and 
later without having to fly to Yugoslavia. I have only 
seen a condesnsed copy of his research from Colorado 
springs, but am unable to obtain copies. The principles 
and equipment are rather out-of-date and well-known, but still 
useful in my research. 

I would greatly appreciate help in this matter. 




JUN 29 1 07 3 
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P.S. Tesla died in January of 19^3 and shortly after 
the papers were removed from his safe. The original 
copies of these papers were sent abroad prior to 195^-, as 
I believe it was in that year the Yugoslavs founded the 
Tesla Museum (not to be confused with the Tesla Institute). 

h\ 










June 27, 1973 


EX-105 
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Your letter was received on June 25th. 
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In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Mikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and 
not by the FBI. Since we did not participate in the 
handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to furnish 
the information you desire. A copy of your communication 
and of this reply have been referred to the Department 
of Justice. 


I 


Felt _ 
Balter 


>- Callahan 


r. Cleveland_ 

. Conrad_ 

Gebhardt_ 

-Jenkins_ 

Marshall_ 

Millet. E.S. __ 

xiyats_ 

hompson_ 

-alters_ 

. Room _____ 

■aiae_ 

ame*_ 

■owers _____ 

'•rington_ 

winy - 

inlz _____ 

.ifdlcy_ 

fogan_ 



Sincerely yours, 

William D. Ruckelshaus 

William D. Ruckelshaus 
Acting Director 


WOTD:; Bufiles indicate one letter to correspondent dated 
£-15-66 in reply to his inquiry regarding the Air Force’s 
project Blue Book and UFO sight ijigg .|(Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
chat Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effect* 
were believed dangerous to the country’s security if they fell 
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius,” by 
John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe 
and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly 
indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the 
Department that did so, and the above reply is forwarded in 
answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to the 
Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division of the Department.) 
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Mr. Clarence Kelly 

Director 

F.B.I. 

Washington, DC 


Dear Mr. Kelly: 



Mr. Allen and Mr. Ruchlehaus, former acting Director of the 
FBI, contacted me in 1973 regarding the unavailability of 
American microfilm records of Nikola^Tesla *s unpublished diary 
(now in the Belgrade museum, arranged by month per folder). 


At the time I discounted the possibility that these unpublished 
discoveries had military significance. But because of experiments 
now under way at Hill AFB, I now suspect such military 
applications exist and feel it imperative that you be notified, 
particularly in view of the fact that the Soviets have primary 
access to the entire collection. 


Two photos of each page exist. 


After Tesla's death, scientists from the Navy and OSS performed 
a cursory examination of the diary and notes, which if my 
memory serves me correctly, was one month long, hardly enough 
time to decipher Tesla's torturous handwriting. Though Tesla 
wrote in English, his penmanship was small, blurred, and as 
difficult to translate as a foreign language. 


According to the museum director (1971), the Soviets had made 
copies of some portions, but not the Colorado Springs diary, 
which numbers 500 pages, 20 that directly pertain to ball 
lightning, and 20 or so relevant to the equipment construction, 
(We copied the most significant portions, but feel more 




engineering magazine), but only with the very recent receip 
of an unpublished manuscript from John J. O'Neill's book 
(PRODIGAL GENIUS) did I place credence on Tesla's later claim 
to miliary applications. Incidentally, some of O'Neill's ^ 
descriptions were inaccurate and exagerated, as we have exceeded 
Tesl^s^esults and are familiar with the experiments. At any*^ 
rate, £<(ere._£rW three possible military applications. 


MAY 


? V/S/j 
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c,*** 
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First, Tesla claimed that the lightning balls (which destroyed 
his equipment) could be used to destroy aircraft. I have 
talked to AF personnel --such as 

who saw one inside his plane in flight--and 
found AF personnel fear these "rf balls," as they call them. 


Second, it is a suspicion of mine that ball lightning, if 
injected with lithium, could produce a cheap fusion bomb. 

Third--and this may be no more than a suspicion--thepropulsion 
mode of ball lightning involves electro-gravitic interaction, 
by which means air vehicles of revolutionary configuration may 
be constructed. There are no presently-known laws of physics 
that can account for the propulsion (400 mph or so when following 
an airliner). Other hitherto unsuspected applications may 
exist. 


None of these applications were the goal of Project Tesla, 
which centered on producing ball lightning as Tesla did and 
Studying it as a plasma confinement technique for fusion 
reactors. Incidentally, Tesla’s claim to setting up standing 
waves on the earth's surface (wireless power) was erroneous 
and involved techniques similar to Project Sangui ne, that 
is, using the earth's atmosphere as a waveguide is 

aware of our research). 



P.S. By a copy of this letter, along with the enclosures, 
I am notifying the C.I.A. 

Enclosures: 2 
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Fusion energy: will experiments 
in ball lightning provide the key? 

*% _ i m • ® 



Paul Snigier, Associate Editor 

In the vast and empty hangar 
where the first atomic bomb was 
assembled, a man-made light¬ 
ning storm is now being un¬ 
leashed. The voltages of these 
lightning bolts —20 million 
volts—arc the highest discharge 
voltages ever produced by man. 

Project Tpsla, headed by 
Robert K. Colka and Dr. Robert 
VV. Bass, is an attempt to 
artificially duplicate one of 
nature s rarest and most terrify¬ 
ing phenomena—ball lightning. 
The experiments are based upon 
the unpublished notes of Nikola 
Tesla, who, in 1899 at his 
Colorado .Springs laboratory, 
used a secret magnifying trans¬ 
mitter to produce 1.5-in. light¬ 
ning balls that floated for 30 sec. 

The energy surplus 

Many physicists, including the 
eminent Dr. lames Tuck, found¬ 
er ot the U S fusion program, 
believe that the lightning ball 
holds the key to a fantastic, 


cheap and endless energy 
source—fusion power, or the 
energy source used by the stars 
and sun. The fuel is deuterium, 
or heavy water, that can be 
inexpensively extracted from 
ocean water to provide mankind 


Highest voltage continuously oscillating 
damped-vvave lightning generator (ever 
produced by mankind) creates a 
current of 1100A at 12.5 MV! Subsequent 
improvements raised (his to a peak 
current of 22G0A at 20 MV. further 
improvements <ouid conceivably pro¬ 
duce bolts that exceed natural liehtnine 
(tOO MV)! 
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with millions of years o‘ , /. 

' Unforlmmlely, prog. _ss in 
fusion research, which has 
centered on magnetic confine¬ 
ment and laser implosions, has 
been fruslratingly slow and full 
of unpleasant surprises; and 
scientists warn that success 
coufd be as far off as four 
decades! But it these promising 
experiments under way Wen- 
dover, UT, arc successful, ..<?w 
unexpected confinement 
technique could unleash fhis 
energy source. 

In search of nature's secrets... 

Ball lightning, a glowing 
Sphere of red, orangn or yellow 
plasma, often materializes dur¬ 
ing lightning storms and floats 
about, often against a strong 
wind. The ball may bounce 
along the floor and, on occa¬ 
sion, the sphere will "slip" 
through glass without breaking 
it. (The author recently investi¬ 
gated one such case in a 
hospital, in which the lights 
were damaged.) At times it 
materializes inside or even 
outside aircraft in flight, seem¬ 
ingly impervious to deformation 
from the vvind force. 


Witnesses of ball lightnh 
have included such notables as 
Niels Bohr and Victor VVeiss- 
kopf, the Director of the MIT 
Physics Department. Another 
witness was Secretary of State 
Dean Acheson, who reported 
seeing it cross the breakfast 
table aboard the presidential 
plane. 

The accidental formation of 
ball lightning has been observed 
about once per year for the past 
decade inside building 905 at Hill 
AF Missile Radiographic Facility, 
UT. The volleyball-size fireballs 
drop out of the space adjacent to 
the high voltage supply of the 25 
Mev linear accelerator. 


1 r ,ly shoulder level. It moved 
along the wall for a distance t>i 
some 30 ft., floated out and 
around the neck and shoulders 
of a person standing near the 
wall, moved back to the wall and 
continued along for several feet 
until it intercepted a duple* 
outlet on the conduit. At this th • 
ball exploded, causing elec¬ 
trical damage throughout. 

A new state of matter? 

No presently known laws of 
physics can account for the 
stability and bouncing of fire¬ 
balls unless it tnCTudes surface 
tension. This hitherto unob¬ 
served state of matter is a new 


The ball of blue fire floats 
down to the floor, rolls around 
randomly and then rises again to 
the power-supply area where it 
dissipates without detectable 
damage. Despite troubleshoot¬ 
ing, no explanation can be 
found for this occurrence. 

On one occasion, lightning 
struck the building—a large 
concrete structure with a 60-tt. 
ceiling inside—and, simultane¬ 
ously, an intense sphere of firc- 
the size of a tennis bail formed 
above the conduit on the wall at 


concept, since plasmas 

npv^r hrov/tnndv/ DvKthiln^ 
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strong surface tension. Also, 
presently known laws cannot 
account for the propulsion. 

Project Tesla has developed a 
rigorous mathematical model of 
the lightning ball's absolute, 
asymptotic, fluid-dynamical sta¬ 
bility. Initial computer studies 
indicated a density range of 
10'MO" cm‘\ with a tempera- 
...w ' 10'-10* °K—or 
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. Vflion Tosh was talking as a scientist ne was opposed to xo*~<» 

WAT3 on moral, economic and all practical and theoretical grounds#!. «Jhjro* 
But, like most scientists, when ho stopped thinking as a sclent 1st, t* 
and let his emotions rule his thoughts, he found exceptions in ' ^ e 
which he felt some v;ars and situations were justifiable* A 3 a 
ecientist he was unwilling to have the discoveries of scientists '<«Y < 
applied to the proposes of war makers, but when the emotional phase 
of his nature took the ruling position he was then willing to apply— 
his geniusto devising measures that would prevent wars by supplying .' f# { 
protective devices* w->. 


This attitude is exemplified in tho following statement 
which he prepared in the twenties but did not publish: 


c •»■»<*»' s 

<* -f - r * 
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t* 
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"At present many of tho ablest minds are trying to devise 
expedients for preventing a repetition of the awful conflict v:hich is 
only theoretically ended and the duration and main issues of which I 
correctly predicted in an article printed in the Sun of December 20, 
1914* The League is not a remedy but, on the contrary, in the opinion 
of a number of competent men, may bring about results just the oppo¬ 
site* It Is particularly regrettable that a punitive policy was 
adopted in framing the terms of peace because a few years hence it 
will bo possible for nations to fight without armies, ships or guns, 
by weapons far more terrible, to the destructive action and rango of 
which there is virtually no limit. Any pity at any distance whatso¬ 
ever frora the enemy can be destroyed by him and no power on earth can 
stop him from doing so. if we want to avert an impending calamity end 
& state of thing3 which may transorm this glooe *nto an inferno, v;c 
should push the development o.' flying machines and wireless transmission 
of. energy v/ithout an instants delay and with all the power and re¬ 
sources of the nation.” 


Tesla saw preventative possibilities in his new invention 
which embodied "death ray" characteristics and which was made several 
years after the foregoing statement was written. Be saw It'providing 
a‘ curtain of protection which any country, no matter how small, could 
use as a protection against invasion. *»hile he might offer it as a 
defensive weapon, however, there would be nothing to stop military 
men from using It as a weapon of offense* 

While I did not know the nature of Tesla's plan I was con¬ 
vinced that It did embody many discoveries that would be of donmer- 
cial value, and these were the angles he should seek to develop. I 
folt that if he could be induced to develop some minor phase of his 
work that would have immediate commercial use he could derive an in¬ 
come from it which would enable him .to.proceed with his more elaocrate 
plans* To this end I sought to gain some insight Into his thoughts, 
that w»ould enable me to get a practical plan in operation. This was 
no secret-.to Tesla and he successfully parried every thrust I .made* 


Tho clearest conception I got, and that was largely from 
scattered re-marka, ana by making deductions from thote, concerned a 
possible manner in which ono phase of his curtain of protection 
might operate. This was a "war" angle and a 3 such^fc-t^iild not interest 

. /CO C/ ! 7 ■ 




mo, but' since it Inv^ved ^lightning balls, n or "firo balls/' I was 
very curious. Fij .llo had always f&3clna „ o, and I had read 
everything I could bJLuy my hands on about them* ■ 


A fire ball is a strange phenomenon associated with light- 
jiing# £>omo of the energy of the lightning stroke appears to become 
locked into a ball shaped structure which may be of any size from a 
couplo of inches to a foot in diameter* It looks like a perfect 
sphere, brightly incandescent end floats like a bubble, being easily 
carried by air c\irrents. They may last for a short time, from a 
fraction of a'second to many seconds. In this interval, during 
which thoy stay fairly close to the ground, they may come close to 
many objects without damaging theta or being damaged by them* Sud¬ 
denly, for no kno.vn reason, the ball explodes doing as much damage 
as a bomb, if close to structures, and no damage if in the open# 


The fire ball looked to me like a gigantically enlarged 
model of the tiny electron, one of the building blocks of matter, 
which acts as if it were just a spherical area of space Iii vrhich an 
amount of energy was crystallized to .give it structure* I felt that 
if it were possible to discover how a-large amount,of energy was ' 
.stored in this fairy bubble structure of a fire ball a new insight 
might be gained into the structure of the electron and other funda¬ 
mental particles of matter. Also this method of storing energy 
could bo applied to a thousand useful purposes. 


Y/hen I approached Tesla with pleas along this line to de¬ 
velop this possible phase of his discovery he would evade direct ro- 
ply by Indulging in a, hot always, tolerant lecture on my gullability 
in believing theories about the complex structure of the atom. Vfnilc 
he had in earlier years discussed some of his experiences v/ith fire 
balls in his laboratory at Colorado Springs and explained his theory 
of their formation, he would not in tho laier years permit himself 
to be drawn into a discussion of then a.3 a possible part of his sys¬ 
tem. This, of course, made me suspicious that the clue was f, hot M but 
I could bo completely wrong in my conclusions# Tesla v;as very quick 
in detecting my technique when I sought to narrow down a field by 
trying to get him to deny statements when', he was adamant to direct 
questions. 



Tesla became familiar 'v/ith the destructive characteristics 
of fire balls in his experiments at Colorado Springs in 1899. Ho 
produced them quite by accident and saw them, more than once, explode 


and shatter his tall mast and also destroy apparatus Yflthin his 
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of a fire ball, h© declared, takes place v/ith inconceivabel violence 


He studied the process by which- they were produced, not 
because he wanted to produce them but in oroer to eliminate the con¬ 
ditions in which they were created# It is not pleasant, he related, 
to have a fire ball explode In your vicinity for they will destroy 
anything they come in contact with. 


T+- V-’^ 1 1 Vv ftcnnw 4- a ^ o f -i ^ 4- Vx 4 


^ W 41 V \# V 


. >. .. w V A T' A #■* ri P 1- wx i ^ V K T #1 M ^ ^ v- /x M hM A- — JF* ** _ 

!«-. j V. v« *wi,v/Uij uuuu UX& o nil a X A’UtU 

vory fragmentary notes and a long distance uemory. 


1 19s 



"Parasite 03 clllat s, or circuits, within tl main cir¬ 
cuit wo r* a -source ** uanger from this, cause. Points of resistance 
in the main circuit, could result in minor 03 .dilating circuits be¬ 
tween terminals or between two points..of resistance and these minor 
circuits would have a very much higher period of oscillation than 
the main circuit and could be set into oscillation by the main cur¬ 
rent of lower frequency. 

t 

"Even when the principal oscillating circuit was adjusted 
for the greatest efficiency of operation by the dimination of all 
sources of losses the lire balls continued : ;o occur but these were 
due to stray high frequency charges from random earth currents. 

"From these experiences it became apparent that the fire 
balls resulted from tho interaction of two frequencies, a stray 
higher frequency wave imposed on the lower frequency free oscilla¬ 
tion or tho main circuit* - 

"As the free oscillation of the circuit builds up from 
the zero point to the quarter wave length node it passes through 
various rates of change. ■ In a current of shorter wavelength the 
rates of change will be steeper. ‘ Ytoen the tv/o currents react on 
each other the resultant complex will contain a wave in which there 
is an extremely steep rate of change, and for the briefest instant 
currents may move at a tremendous rate, at the rate of millions of 
horsepower. 

"This condition acts as a trigger which may cause’ the total 
energy of the powerful longer wave to be discharged in an infinitos- 
mally small 'interval of time and at a proportionately tremendously 
great rate of energy movement which cannot confine itself to the 
metal cil'cuit and is released into surrounding space with incon¬ 
ceivable violence." 

It is but a step, from learning hov/ a high frequency cur¬ 
rent can explosively discharge a lower frequency current, to using 
the principle to design a system in which these explosions can be 
produced by intent* The following process appears a possible one 
but no ©viaonce is available that it is the one Tesla evolved: 

An oscillator, such as he used to send power wirelessly around the 
earth at Colorado Springs, Is eet in operation at a frequency to v;hlch 
a given warship is resonant. The complex structure of a ship would 
provide a great number of spots in which electrical oscillations will 
be set up of a much higher frequency than those coursing through the 
ship as a whole. Tnese par^siste_currents will react on the main 
current causing the production of fireballs wnich by their explosions 
will destroy the ship, even more effectively than the explosion of tho 
magazine which would also take place. A second oscillator may be'.used 
to transnit the shorter wavelength current. 

Somewhat later I learned the reason for Tesla 1 s reticence 
to discuss details. This came shortly after Stanley Baldwin re¬ 
placed Neville Chamberlin as Prime Minister of Great Britain* 

Tesla revealed that ho had carried on negotiations with 
Prime Minister Chamberlin for tho sale of his ray system to Great 
Britain for £30,000,000 on the basis of his presentation that the 
device would provide complete protection for the British Isloa 
against any enemy approaching by sea or air, and would provide an 



offensive weapon to * Mch tnero was no defense . tic was convincod, * . 
ho decXrcd, of t) .nccrity of Mr# Chamber’ *1 nd his intent to 

adopt-the devlco u it. v/ould have prevented e outbreak of the 
thorn threatening war, and would have made possible the continuation- 
under t'no duress v/hich this weapon would make possible - of the 
'working agreement involving France, Germany and Britain to maintain 
the status quo in ■‘-urope. ifVhon Chamberlin failed, at the Munich 
conference, to retain this state of Huropecn equilibrium it was 
necessary to get rid of Chamberlin and install a new Prime Minister 
who coulc nake the effort to shift ono corner of the triangle from 
Germany to Russia. Baldwin found no vlrt' d in Tesla 1 3 plan and 
proemptorlally ended the negotiations. 

Tesla was greatly disappointed by the collapse ol' bio ne¬ 
gotiations with the British Government. With it there collapsed his 
hopes of providing a demonstration of his most recent, and, what he 
considered, his most important discoveries. He did not, however, 
dwoll on the jubject; beyond the single conversation ho did not men¬ 
tion the matter again. He did not get another chance to financo the 
demonstration of these discoveries* 

lairing the period in which the negotiations were being 
carried on, Tesla declared, efforts had been made to steal the in¬ 
vention. His room had been entered and his papers examined but the 
thioves, or spies, left empty handed. There was no danger, he said, 
that his invention could ..be stolen for he had at no .time committed 
any part of it to paper. He could trust his memory to preserve every 
fine detail of his investigations. This'was true, he said, of all 
of his later major discoveries* 

1 

a 

The nature of his system r/.kes little difference now; he 
has gone and has taken it pith him. Perhaps, if there is any com¬ 
munication from beyond the veil that separates this life from what¬ 
ever exists hereafter, Tesla may look down upon earth's struggling 
mortals and find some way of dropping a hint concerning what he 
accomplished; but, if the situation is such that this cannot take 
piece, then Y. r e must await until the human race produces another 
.Tesla* 
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Thank you for your letter of April 20th, with 


enclosures. It was certainly most thoughtful of you to 


furnish us this information, and your interest and 
courtesy are indeed appreciated. 


MAILED 6 


APR 3 61976 

• H 

FBI 

I 


Sincerely yours, 

' C; 

C. M. Kelley “ 

Clarence M. Kelley L ~ 

Director t = 



NOTE: Bufiles indicate limited correspondence with 

last outgoing 6-27-73, in reply to his request concerning 
papers of Dr. Nikola Tesla* Dr. Tesla was a world-famous 
electrical inventor, and at the time of his death in 1943, 


all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous 
to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. 
^ADAdT^he book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neill, alleged that 
D.,.ADhw.3he FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his 
Aa«i.Dir,: property. Bufiles indicated the Office of Alien Property of 

the Department of Justice did so. Bufile 100-2237-23. 
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Respectfully referred to: 


I 


FBI 


Please respond to tne attached inqu 
duplicate anc return the enclosure, 
you f or yojr cooperation. 
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date: 2/25/80 
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT DISCLOSURE 
REGARDING DR. NIKOLA -TESLA 


PURPOSE: 


To reduce time spent on handling of requests for 
information on captioned subject and to promote uniformity 
of disclosure. 
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DETAILS: 


A search of FBIHQ central records indices reflects 
that Dr. Nikola Tesla is carried as the subject of Bufile 
100-2237. Virtually all information in this file is inquiry- 
type correspondence. For purposes of FOIA releases, copies 
of this material have not been made and requesters have been 
so advised. Copies of the remaining material in the file 
totalling 29 pages, however, has been processed for disclosure. 
Numerous requesters have sought information relating to 
Dr. Tesla under the FOIA. Therefore, it is recommended that 
the disclosure documents maintained in Bufile 190-16504-4 be 
considered the preprocessed release appropriate for responses 
by the Initial Processing Unit for any further requests for 
information on this subject. 

RECOMMENDATION: 





That the^Initial Processing Unit, FOIPA Branch, 
Records Management Division, add captioned case to their 
list of preprocessed cases and an Y future requests 

for such information. 
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Dear 


Dr. 


sgS^ 


>ur recent letter requesting information concerning 
has been received. 


the effects of Dr. Tesla were impounded, after his 
death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of 
Justice and not by the FBI. lie have no preprinted material 

available for public distribution regarding Dr. Tesla. How¬ 
ever, under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 
(Title 5, United States Code, Section 552), requests have been 
made in the past regarding your topic and there may be docu- < 
Bents available to you under Title 28—Code of Federal ( 

Regulations. \ 

It you are interested in seeking such documents 
under the Freedom of Information Act, you should make a 
separate Inquiry, clearly marking the envelope and letter as a 
Freedom of Information Act request, end direct it to the 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, tth Street and 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20535. In the 
■ .le tt er you must request documents regarding the specific topic 
-qf jinterest to you. RED* 79 



Sincerely yours. 


J 23 

i ra. 

William L. Bailey 
Assistant Director 
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□ RECOMMENDATION/COMMENT □ tOG 

□ SEE REMARKSON REVERSE □ FILE 

□ MAKE COPIES (NO. ) □ SEE ME 

g RETURN (BY _ ) □ CALL ME 

FROM Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts Branch 
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□ NECESSARY ACTION 
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□ INFORMATION 
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Ol.^t _ THE UNDERSECRETARY OF DEI ,SE 


WASHINGTON. D C 20301 



RESEARCH AND 
ENGINEERING 


FEDERAL GOVERRMSinr 


9 FEB 1S81 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
SUBJECT: Papers Recovered on the Death of Nicola Tesla (U) 

(U) We understand that the FBI may have possession of-a number of papers 
found after the death of Nicola Tesla in 1943. Nicol ar Tesla was a brilliani 
electrical engineer (i.e. the Tesla Coil) who was a - pToneer in various 
aspects of electrical transmission phenomena. 

(C) We believe that certain of Tesla's papers may contain basic principles 
which would be of considerable value to certain ongoing research within the 
DoD. It would be very helpful to have access to his papers. 

(U) Since we have really no idea of the possible volume of these papers, 
we would be happy to provide a researcher who could assist you in reducing 
the magnitude of the search. If there are further questions, I am the ^— 
point of contact within the DoD and can be reached at 695-6364 or 695-7417T 
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LtColonel, USAF 
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Dear Colonel M*cL\r«nt 

Your rertoranciur. of Fcirn 


j-t T*r--rr..'.::o?J co!rr«Ka> 

K5SZI« iS UKCUSSIEIED^ 
fATF^ 


f February 9 repeating access to 
tht scientific paper a of Dr- MllolA^reala which eight bo ir. 
oar files has been referred to -y* office for reply. 


A prelir irary review of cur file® indicates that the* 
F_: dir not participate in the handling of nr. Taalc*s belor;- 
ii'.i.a following hio death in 'iev Yorh City in January, 1943. 



A cc.'.plf-t.c BvUren of c~r i;vic*.s is being Jtade to 
deter- ine if we nave ar.y lnforrietior- that rdght be useful 
to yen;. Yoa will op notified of the resales of th: 
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at Ur:. earliest possible date. 

a 


de-; 
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Sincerely, 

?</ 

Roger w. Young 
Assistant Director in Charge 
Office of Congressional 
ano. Public Affairs 
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Em* AD LCi_ 

A**t. Dir.: 

A4». i»nj__ 

Crim. i«*._ 

i*Mi_ 

lirtoll. _ 



(PCIPA) - Enc. 

foung - Etc. 

- £OC. 

Fiepiy else as sc^ with 


FOli'A, n-2^, who has handled sii ; 
lar requests IhfoxT^tion In pux files conoerr.ir.g Dr. Teals. In cu~ 
rerous previous responses wc <1iaW said t&at the Office of t Alter Property 

the Dei lrt^ckt of ^ Justly inpyund-A- Dr .*’Tesla *c peters after Me bte.th. 

. . - * n * ^ i* r* ^ ^^ 2 ^ J i .. J \ i .. / ^ ^ ^ 4 4 
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^2±SL g y atc-.s 

l/iiice: of.the Onuer Secretary 




G0V2HKME2TI 


of Defense 


haininfton, 0. C. 20301 
Dear Colonel RJicI*aren; 


AIL INFLATION CONTAINED \ 
KEi-.E’;; IS UNCLASSIFIED V 

daie.'vva -vv by tav^voix 


s 


A copulate Anarch of oaz retrieval-It file* concern 
in 3 yr, K Ik places le^shoss that 


ell notes and aatarivl in hi j 
i, %cdi-*te ^iCislui; at the Li. c of hir death ca January 7, 1 
were placed In t!a* custody cf the Mlcr. rroperty Custodier. 
u?slci seal hy the 5tote£ Jovrrn^r.nt, Those xstoriels 

have never hewn in the cur* or custody of the ?D1'. 



^ ^ ^ e •> m 

t + ■- *-i 

thorough review w.- 


17 ^ 3 , re ‘u.rul authorities ru '.c 
£ t’ *- offset? o* r-r. 7 e;*la to d „• tcm.i’-*' if 


rv ar 


27 


<—s vA 


• ■ /- * _ 4 
u i.e.. e w.» t 


v:.r 


4 - 


t.. Vr.it: J 1 *.tales war <; 


-rt 



ccaiv be* icunc. Lis effects examine! at the Manhattan 

. arc ituse an.* Stora;t Co : pa::*/ at 52nd ar.l 7th Avenue* hour Vor>., 

“fork, where they apparently were taker. after hit ecuth. iar- 
wifi' 1,; t.vis examination '.’are representative* fro t the 
‘York fashingtcv Dificee of the Alior. Property Cut toll ir:* the 

Office of Scientific Mcsetrch and Development at the Massa¬ 
chusetts Institute- of Vechr.olc'y, the Office of l.&vnl Intel* 
licence, and unite i States havsl fcc.»ecreh. The 1*71 did not 
p^ruicipote in this axaMnaticn. (65-47953 section 1) 

It wac the considered opinion of a s* chst »an of those 
©xaainers “ that there exist, atone; Dr* Tesla's papers and posses¬ 
sions no scientific notes* descriptions of hitherto unrevcaled 
-*ctho£ls or Jevicec, or actual apparatus vhich could be o 4 * 

’significant value to ti ls country or which would constitute a 
hazard in unfriendly hands.® There was thought to be no 
tochnical or military reason why further custody of the property 
should btrotainM. Bovever, our files indicate that certain 
papers# Which verts royarded as typical of Kilo la Tesla's writings^ . 
and thought.*, dr. the period of 19 23 Wp 3*04 2 , ygf:- ^e. vove * for f) / 
t-V fecfcuji.f Tfcpqd to the ‘Tffico’of f t 

Tv, tVi li; . (65-47953 section 1) u, fi /CO ^ <7 

\ . i W DE-ll^ s MAR 25 1331 
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Col. A. j. waci-aran 


A mfi-mo d<j ted October 17, 1945", from our N*v YorK 
Office said that at that ti»»* Dr. re$la *s effects remained 
at the Manhattan Storage Warehouse in some 75 pack-in 5 botes 
and trunks under seal bj the Mew York gaperof Taxation. 

YHa rental for this storage, approximately $15 p4r aontb, 
being paid by Charlotte Kusar, 134 Ca«t €3ri Street, 

Kc*tf Cork, rrev York, who was listed *3 an agent for Sava Xosanovick, 
Dr. Tcila's nephew and edetlr.istrator of hi* estate. ( 65 - 47953 - 14 ) 



On October 26, 1945, 

a rounr scientist v)u> had been TecU's protege7 

rl3 Office, With hin were 

and 

^ht Fie 




.rt~ mat the FBI allow the bearers of the 
effects of ?:ikcl* Tesla. (65-47953-15) 


_____ uest- 

access to fcho 




It explained to that the 

FBI ha-.! no jurisdiction over Toole’s effects, and they wore 
referred to the Office of the Alien Property Custodian. Bureau 
files Co not indicate whether the a&en ever examined Tesla 1 a 
belonging. (65-47953-15) 

The Tesla effects remained In rco«r r w and 5L of th <2 
Manhattan Storage Company. In the 1950s, FBI Agents were told by 
company management that the only recorded v isit had b een aadu 
by "Federal authorities* ir> January, 1943. 

H^B^YOCalle l that the men ha ! taken nusi-jroua pho J 
tisdo script ion of the S'juipncnt use! would t er\Z to shew that 
a aicrofil~ reproduction was ude of the papers ojf the deceased. 
(65-47953-27) 

Our files do not reflect any pertinent information 
on the Tesla aatcrlalc since that date. Their currant whereabouts 
or condition are not reflected in our files. 

Ter further information regarding this matter , you say 
wish to contact the Office of the Alien Property Custodian and 
thu other Federal agencies isentioned above. 

I hope that wo have been of esr.lstanov to you. 




- 2 - 


CflMc.- o' Ccr.^rrrsslonal 
.V'' Pu .’lie Affairs 

(co:ti'77^b - ov~:;) 


\r> 


f 


Lt. COl. A, J. facb£rdn 


HOT£* 0r» February $, 1$8J, Col. NacLara* i^nrote to u$ inquiring 
aboui the scientific papers of Dr. Nifcola Tesla. In 3 xetifrn 
letter of ikro^ 9, ve informed hi* that, a thorough review of 
our files would he sale it search of the lnfonutlon be m^uestoG. 
This vas done mu he is ha in.; infora?! of the results* Tesla's 
papers h&vo been th& subject of nuserous inquiries by various 
individuals and errant rations sinoe bis loath. Ttl receive! 
over 20 r02A requests on this setter during the period 1973- 
1950, Matter coordinated with FOXA Section, H£5. 



office: of the under secretary of defense 
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Mr. Roger S. Young 

Assistant Director in Charge 

Office of Congressional and Public Affairs 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Young, 
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Thank you very much for your letters of March 10 and March 20, 1981,' in 
response to our request re Dr - . We very much appreciate the effort 

N } }' ' /h 


that must have gone iliLU Lilly 


On behalf of the Deputy Under Secretary 


(Strategic and Space Systems), Dr. S. L. Zeiberg, I would like to thank 
you and the people who spent their time searching out the relevant data. 

Sincerely, 


dr cjh/aiked \ 

. :N.-~ UNCLASbMED . > 
DA'f£> 7 a\^v_, \* 
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ToIotieTrTTSSF- 

Military Assistant 
■ Strateg±c~arrtf~5pace Systems 


'VeyT>oJ> 3/2 9/93 
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INFORMATION CONTAINER 

_IIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

BATEiltiL-BY.__ 

f<IfA M>. 
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Director of the FBI 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 





While attending college, I came across, an article about the 

O JJ / n 

electrical genius, Nicolai Tesla .' rtr. Tesla was an electrical 
genius with such peers as EDISON and WESTINGHOUSE. Tesla 

OUTSIDE 

designed the basic generator and was the first man to introduce 
alternating current to the people. The article, written in an 
underground SanFrancisco newspaper, stated that Tesla also 
worked with electromagnetic waves and supposedly built a plant 
that could harness the electromagnetic waves out of the earth’s 
atmosphere sufficiently enough to use them as a source of elec¬ 
tricity. The article stated that Tesla built such a plant and 
lit up a city street 150 miles away by sending the electromag¬ 
netism via radio waves. This method is presently being used in 
electronic warfare. After that, the article stated that the* 

FBI confiscated his plans and buried them in your archives. 


Their reasoning was that such a free form of energy would knock 
out a big chunk of the oil, coal, and nuclear forms of energy 
and their contributions to the economy(money for research and 
employment). All I want to know is if there is any truth to 
this story and if so what was the FBI's reasons and when are the 


archives opened again so that Tesla’s work could come to light 
again. Now bear in mind that this man was ary^e^trical^g^iius 
and even had a unit of electrical measure narineH lifted 
he 


did figure out a way to utilize the earth’s electromagnetic 

, \ A!JG 1.1 

es then I believe that we are ready to gradually phase out A 


waves 


our dependence on oil, ease the volatile tension in the Middle 
East and put all that money presently going to the Arabs into 


. . r 



space research, joint international research and deep-sea 
research to help solve our population problem. I am talking 
about huge sums of money being released that could speed up 
the experts present projected times of producing significant 
gains in these still relatively new fields. 

You could at least take the time to check out what I am 
saying and judge for yourself whether or not the archives 
should be opened now to put the world back on a more secure 
heading. 


Sincerely, 





rtaiLlu 


AIL I 
HE 
DA 


August 7 i 1981 


\TTC:r CONTAINED 
^'CLASSIFIED -V 

V (fv Tt\r , K . k. N 


rthn»E S0URC2 



Judge Webster hu referred year letter of July 21st 
to mm for a reply. A attack of oar flits indicat e s Dr. Nikola 
fttla'i affacta v ara impounded aftar tiia death by tha Office 
of Alien Property of tha Department of Jaatioa and not by 
the FBI. While your interest is indeed appreciated, the FBI 
is unable to answer your questions as we did not participate 
in the handling or have anything to do with the storage of 
Dr. Tesla's belongings. 

To be as helpful as possible, Z ae forwarding a 
copy of this no— .ml cation to the Department of Justice. 


“~|si" 


As«istant Director ip Charge 
Office of Congresaio&al 
end Public Affairs v 


Ei« AO l*«, 
*«•* AD Ma _ 
E..< AD LES_ 

Ailt. Dit.: 

Ad*. Sim_ 

Cm*, iav. _ 

tdw*._ 

l«t»lt. _ 

L.b.i.Hry _ 

Lr^ol Cmh . _ 

Pl«n. & Imp _ 

R.c Mf.t. _ 

T.«fc. S*m. _ 

Trat.mj _ 

P.blic Alii. OK 

T<ItpK.nf flu. _ 

Di'*ct.r't S.c'v 


P » * hetln$ Jttsistamt^ttornayEceneral' sc—closure S: A 

Civil Division & i± 

NOTE: is not identifiable in Bufiles. Dr. % 

I died on 1/7/43 and we have received much correspondence 
Y; regarding his belongings whidnyWp^e dfppounded by the Office 
* of Alien Property of the Department of Justice. * 

'.«-vr‘ »*i tv'WaLm*s>iV. 
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FD-36 (R«v 6-26-82) 


FBI 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 


□ Teletype 



PrSCEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 
D UNCLAS 



Date _8/18/83 



This communication is classified "Sedret" in its 
entirety. \ 


Re telephone c 
Division, to Supervisor 



Cincinnati 
IHQ, on 8/11/83 


Enclosed for the Bureau and New York is one copy 
each of pertinent pages from the 1981 book titled "Tesla: 

Man Out of Time” by Margaret Cheney, with important passages 
underlined. 

For information of Bureau and New Y< 


it-fatter son 


also at wrAf’iJ, nave ootn been in contact with SA 
at the Dayton, Ohio RA regarding possible FBI 


SECRET 



Ctass^fe/by 
Decla^fy on: OADR 


ClassifieSJby: 8262 
Declass if y/ct*; CAM & 

Bureau (Enc. 

- New York (Enc. 1) v . 

2 - Cincinnati A 

mBEATT ON CONTAINED 

? ^ r t y t £d ' 







Approved: 




Trans 


(Number) 


(Time) 



Involvement in the seizing of Nlkpla Tesla s research papers 
and other documents and scientific instruments after his death 
on January 7, 1943. 

* - They both^explatne3~ that Tesla was a Scientific 
genius and experimenter.who v as borh in Yu goslavia of Serbian 
parents o n 7/10/56; vent to school later in Grets, Au stria, 

, Prague, Czechoslova kia and Paris, franca, fie ianlgrated to 
"the U.S.'Tn The early 1880'a, worked for Thomas Edison's labofator; 
for a oottple of years, then started his own lab after being paid 
$1 million dollars for rights to his patents on Ills polyphase 4 
Systems of alternating current dynamos, which la£d to the -'/ 

harnessing of Niagra Falls for producing electricity - 

and then the power system of the whole country. He was naturalise 
In 1889. He predicted wireless conmunicatlon (radio). His later 
experiments In Colorado and elsewhere to his producing 

artificial lightning In the millions ‘of volts. He also had 
patents on the concept of neon and flourescent lights, but he — ~ 
later made little mpney on his .Inter invemt ions/ although ha v 
continued to do experiments leading to devices of great 
potential worth, which he never patented. He became more 
reclusive in his later years, living in various hotels in New York 
City. In the 1930's he claimed he had developed the concept and 
method of building a "death ray", which could destroy planes at 
many miles distant, for defending Aster lea. Also, there are report 
of resonance machines or devices whereby he could shake one or 
many large city buildings from some distance away. 


Both and ■■■Bald that Tesla donated "some" 

of his papers (or copies thereof) to the Tesla Institute In 
Belgrade, Yugoslavia; set up in the i930*m In his honor by their 
government. Biographies on Tesla claim that dither the custodian 
of Allan Property and/or the FBI seized his papers and other 
personal effects. Including a safe or safes, and other property 
immediately after his death In 1943. This is elaborated on In 
the enclosed copies of certain pages of Margaret Cheney's book, fa 
■Tesla :Han Out of Time". 44 % ' 7 ft 




% 

ft> 


Mid -that after'Verld far II Tesla's papers were 
shipped to_£h*’-‘Tesia Institute in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, dv his 
nephew . SavaXKoaannvlr.. who had become Tlttr 1 !! Ambassador to the // 
u.5. There 7 were reports that soma microfilming of Tesla's -— 

papers by government agents while they were still in storage 
in New York under Kosanovic's custody. M 



A1 gft f Ka Af Ka ^ A AaO g t 4 ■’ 

to some of Tesla~s papers, possibly in 

else where, which Influenced their early research into directed 
energy weapons, and Butler feels access to ouch of Tesla's 
papers on lightning, beam weapons and/or "death rays" would 

f ive him more insight into the Soviet beam weapons program. - 
his Is Butler's area of expertise and responsibility. He 
has been unable to locate any Tesla papers or copies of same 
in the classified or unclassified libraries at WPAFB. However, 
there are reports that some portions of them were shipped by 
the Custodian of Allen Property Office in Washington,'D.C. to 
a technical research lab at VPAFB, possibly the "Equipment 
Lab", now closed for some years or reorganized into another 
organization. ; 

ISHP^d HHHBiVare both desirous of learning - 
the locations 01 such papers ef Tesla *# bow dfciat In th e U„S 
for both intelligence and research purposes. “Therefore, 
would^like to examine FBI files relating to Nikola Tesla a 
possibly any on Sava Kosanovxc, his nephew who received the 
bulk of his papers after Tesla's death, and may possibly / 

have been the subject of FBI investigation. 1 

mm** travels to the Washington, D«C. area on 
FTD business“±riodically and can review FBI files at FBIHQ , 
relating to Tesla and Koaanoyic. 
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Mr, Edgar Hoover,Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.C. 






Wv dear Mr* Hoover; 


I do not know whether or not the recent series of 
air crashes on the west coast has attracted the at¬ 
tention of your department, or whether, if invest!- 

M ^ A M W ^ M 4 A ^ + -> ^ Lt ^ M J J A ^ J A k— ■- JL &. ^ J V A 

gaiiun wen; xaui^citcu, uiitr j uf xsuig uj,uu wuuiu utf 

your own. An idea as to the cause of these crashes 
has occurred to me, however, and I thought it might 
bear a bit of checking up. 


if you will check newspaper files as far back as 
1934, I believe you will find that the earliest of 
the unexplained ( and apparently unexplainable crash¬ 
es) occurred about that time. 

As I remember the events, it was during that year 
that three small planes exploded in the air over 
Texas and southwestern Kansas- and Oklahoma. These 
crashes were not accounted for, either by subsequent 
investigation where the plane occupants were killed 
or by the experience of surviving plane occupants 
in one case. 

Following these tragedies there came a lapse of about 

c uoaf aftoT 1 whi Vi c; r> o n -i 1/"om 1 en w/-? 4- 4* 

W» jf f " **-pV** VMVA V WV M4. A VU ^*AUVW +> ^ W9 JL \J U- V 

apparent reason) the series of crashes which cost the 
lives of a senator, of Knute Rockne, and a number 
of others. All crashes again occurred in the South 
and Southwest. 


Again there was a lapse of time, this one not qijite 
a year, and there started the worst series of air 
disasters the country has yet seen. One plane lost 
in the Southwest and not yet accounted for. One plane 
crashes into a mountainside within sight of its air¬ 
port. And now the most recent incident, the falling 
of a United liner into San Francisco Bay while cir¬ 
cling its airport, preparatory tp le n din g-:-- 

h.Lv>Cniur.u & li\L>LxRTfV I L *> —// / LLG / 

Now in this most recent incident',-^n^^xjfc 
the radio operator at the airport *seems to me to be • 
highly illuminating. This operator repor^Ed aj^oft 
buzz interrupting his communication Staler 

a T rmr? rncr cnr>h *a c n'rnHrf'Gn K-vr the irnr Q’t'. H ^ 

WWW W* » V A W MV w WM W ^ V AAS^ T* W ^ ^ pi IV. ^ 

able static ... then silence. The plane 
into the bay like a plummet. 

















* Craok pilots do not sudd'enly become rank hams and 
bungle in handling a ship. Nor do the three motors 
(or even two) on the large airliners, stop simul¬ 
taneously without extremely slfficitott reason. 

Th ese things might happen once or even twice in 
a lifetime. They do not happen six and eight times 
a year. It is not logical that they should. 

To digress for a moment, I recall:reading an article 
in a magazine a year or two ago, written by - 

NTesla, the inventor. The article dealt with a new 
•"■tfvvention of Mr. Tesla*s ... a giant induction coil 
which would project power (high voltage) through the 
atmosphere without the use of transmission wires. 

Mr. Tesla devoted some space to the possible social 
benefits that would result to the public should his 
invention be perfected arri become practical. 


I have not heard of Mr. Tesla now in two or three 
years. Perhaps he has left the country. Perhaps he 
is still here. He might still be working on the in¬ 
vention described in the above-mentioned article. 

It might have been stolen from him. 

In any case, his views on the ideas presented by these 
two unconnected subjects, would he well worth while 
having. And if I had the money and the time, X should 
certainly make an effort to smoke him out myself. 

The thing is simply this: if one man can make an in¬ 
strument that will project power through the air for 
even so short a distance as 500 yards (the then- 
practical limitations of Mr. Nikola»s device) it is 
entirely possible for another to project power for 
several hundreds of miles. And the effect of such 
uncontrolled power on metallic objects in its path 
is entirely unpredictable. 

Please do not think me a "crank” letter writer. I 
have never before written a letter of this type to 
anyone. But the idea seems to me so within the bounds 
of possibility that I most sincerely feel it will 
bear some practical study. 
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Mr. Carton. 
Mr. Coffey. 
Mr. Hendon. 


Mr. Kramer 


MEMORANDUM FOR ?'R. UDD - ^ 
- Jr 


(T 

CO 


RE: ITO!CT sv?’ ? U 
v XPERTl-Tj:ATT) • 

CF KIKCl' HSU preeased) 


Mr. McGui re. 
Mr. Harbo__ 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Neaee_ 


ESFT^' ^ - F 


Mitt Beahm. 



In a teletype/fr cud the New York Office dated January 9, 1943, 
tre Bureau's advice ie/requested ar to wSpt action should be ta^en in 
correction with tl^ic />atter. It is to be ro + ed t v *at Tesla died January 7, 19437 
and resided et theSjDtel New Yorker, He was one of the world's outstanding 
scientists in the rfleNu*ical field and has been conducting many experiments 
in connection with wireress transmission of electrical power and wnat is (4 
conmonly referral to as the "Death Ray". 


Ssvu ICosanovich, & distant relative intensely disliked by Tesla, is 
taking steps to get possession n* 4 these important documents and plans* Kosenovich 
on January 7, 1$43, with George^Clark, in charge of the Ifuseum and Ltx.ore.tory for 
RCA* and KenretmSwezey of Brooklyn, New York, entered Tesla's rooms ir the Hotel 
Hew Yorker and, with the aid of a lockerith, broke into a safe containing some 
of Tesla's valuab le papers, including important electrical formulae, designs, 
et cetera. y^/77^ 


Tesla is reported to have completed and perfected his experiments in 
the radio transmission of electrical cower and to have conceived and designed. 

- w 

a revolutionary type^of torpedo not presently in use by any nation* It is 
reported that Koeanovich may possibly make this material available to the enemy. 


ACTION: 


X called *%•*. of the Hew York Office at 12*30 P.M. and pointed 

out the apparent burglary violation on .the part of Kosanovich. I told him this 
matter should be discreetly discussed with the State's Attorney in New York City 
with a view to locating Kosanovich and aoprehending him on a burglary charge in 
order to determine the nature of the material he took from Tesla's safe, I 


pointed out Hie necessity for the State's Attorney keeping any action most secret 
in view of the highly confidential neture of the .lars involved. I also suggested 
that the New York Office contact the Surrogate Court in order that Tesla's effects 
as well as the contents of his safety deposit boxes might not be entered without 
the presence of a Bureau Agent in order that we may ende avor to preserve the - 


■■£.ssrgg. 


CTORY 


7 of any plans or items essential to the, 



security. 
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JFriicral Surrnu of Inuesttgation 

Wnitpft States ©apartment of Nuatir? 
New York, New York 



IBC:FM 

65-12290 


March 19, 1943 


Director, FBI 


Dear Sir: 


ae; 


__ ...A_ , 

ua/unuira oudujs^xo; qa v a ausaav v 1 un; / 
EXPERIMENTS AND BESEAHCH OF NIX0LA / >Cf 

(Deceased)• 

ESPIONAGE. MISCELLANEOUS 


ESLA 


Reference is made to the Bureau letter la the above-captioned 
matter dated January 21, 1943, In which it le steted that it ie desired that 

the Bureau be kept promptly and currently infomed of all developments in this 
case. x 


In view of a telephone call from Kr. Little of the Bureau 
to Mr, T. J. Donegen, Assistant Special Agent in Charge of the New York 

Office, dfitftd Junnarv Id. 1 QA 7 In w'r. i ~V, U*. T.U + 1. 4 -t. 4.1. _ _ V _ 

» - •/ — *• *W| »“ "***v*4 n* , •u.viii.c O K an DU bXiMf V11C OUWC— 

captioned matter was now being handled as on Alien Enemy Custodial Detention 
matter and therefore no further action should be token in the matter by the 
New York Field Division, this case it being considered closed in this Office, 
unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau at some future time. 


Very truly yours. 


li> Mffi'-'ov C»l£& 


e . 

X. I. C0UR0Y u 
Special Agent in Charge 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. I 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


NEW YORK CITY, N*X. 


rnjE HO. ioc-eies 


REPORT MADE AT 

□ATT WHEN MAM 

PERIOD FOR 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

3-Z9-U3 

WHICH MADE 

3-OH&3 


iV 



CHARACTER OP CASK 


SIVA KQSAN07ICH, with alias 
Sava M. tSoeonovitch 


INTERNAL SECURITY 0. 

fOSDmiKL dexswioe 



DETAILS* 


AT DOVER, DELAWARE 



ABE SPANEL> President of the International Latex Corporation, advised that 



stated tha 

he had been a very good friend of NICILJfeSLA who has died recently and that 
be believes that the subject is a third or fourth cousin of TESLA and that 
when TESLA died, the subject was his only close relative in this country and 
TESLA 1 s effects came into his possession* 


SPANKL related that the subject had recently turned over to the government 
the Mjorlty Of the patents of .NICK TESLA* SPANEL described TESLA as being 
one of the greatest inventors that has ever lived. He stated he hfcd more than 
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900 inventions and patanta* SPANEL stated that at one time TESLA had 
an invention In which ha was able to direct electrical currant without 
tha naans of a conductor* Sb fait that this type of an invention would 
bo of invaluable aaaistanoa to any country at war and for this raason 
fait that TESLA** inventions and patents should ha ptzt Into tha hands 
of proper Gorarmant officials, vbara they night ha put to tha baat 
advantage for tha United States* Be does not believe the sifcjeot la 
engaged la any un Aurloan activities and stated that he was more than 
willing to turn these patents and Inventions ever to tha proper Qoram- 
mnt agency* Ho assarted that before TESLA died, he had spoken to the 
subject regarding tala becoming a united States oftlsen and SPAHKL 
believe* that he is now taking the proper steps to achieve that end* i 

SPAHKL also stated ttaat the subject had handed all of tha effects of f 
the deoeaeed TESLA to the Allen Property Custodian In Hew Tork City* * 

SPAHKL advised that the day before TESLA died he had tried to get in \ 
touch with War Department officials in Washington in order that he wight 
■eke available to thaw patents and inventions that he had developed* 
However, he was not able to get in touch with the proper authorities 
and he died the following day* 


SPAHKL advised that the Yugoslavian Government had been sending TESLA 
approximately $600.00 per month for sometime prior to hie death and 
this was described as being a sort of pension* 


SPAHKL stated further that he has previ ously turned ove r information 
regarding the subject to Special Agent the Haw Tork 

Field Division* He also advised that wEBH^^^Bs^TOT, Science Editor 
lie* York Times and BILL LAGEIEHZ, Science Feature Writer, Hew fork Times 
and the Science Editor of the Herald Tribune would be able to elaborate 
on some of the accomplishments of NICK TESLA and that the June 1900 
issue of the Century Magaaine also contained an article relating to 
the inventions of TESLA* 

SPANEL also stated that he believed BLOYCR FXT20ERAU), Pierpont Hotel# 
Brook lyn. New Y ork* Secretary to TESLA* has been contacted by Special 
Agent flHBPknd that if the New York Office wishes to contact SPANEL 

he 
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stated tnat 

she voile ^iKe 

to be intervievfeo concerning certain information sh< 

? possessed] 



uv.o teletypes v.’:.ion tne he\ 

office forv-nraed to tne cureev unoer cates of January V a _ r s If, ±V\f, in tne 

case entitled i SJEJi CTf , u I-a d-d, *■>.■ f r I ...r. do Aj.L nr ah.-.. .v^r. ar .•.!<-. i oni: 

tcri >! ^bureau file Ivn'-i*}7). hriefiy, t ie inr or.yt 1 ...* c : ,.u..i£ ~ * 
ahe-e teletypes is that snorts after nicoie Tesla, one cl the worm'5 o.astc ,nin‘; 

: dentisto in t ie electrical fie^o, diec in nis aoutj- i oom am nty. lor;, city o:< 
January o, 19-'-3, aava Kosauovich, a distant relative, ana otner inaivicoals v — 
entered ids rom end opened a se: e, exc. "in in * certain materials *..:icn .:t ass- ssen. 
On January 9, , r. L. x. C. Smitt. ol tne Depart»ent auviseo nr. L v - i-.no :.e > as 
cx.cer..ca about the possibility of enemy agents confiscatin' sone of ate trains 
of S'esia and to at tnc Alien Property Custodian was taain so':€■ actim m 


tnis .natter* Inas-'uc i as tnt matter we a reiny iionaj.ee o. tne n^iea rro : .-erty 
Custodian' * ofiice, ti* hur f£ a cia not co,.ouct till- $¥&'<■ 


J 


VICTORY 


y ^ COPIES DESTROYED 
148 OCT 26 I960 


f Ao u 'V/-; ii 4 j , Y- 


kll IHFORHATIM CONTAIN® 

hire 

^ At/f6?> 


rJT» 

w. 




















IN REPLY 


HEHrmhm 


Director, FBI 


Dear Sir: 


Xeberal fiu»au etf fnurottrjatimt 

United States Department of 9ustire 

New York 7, New York 



... OOj^ICIIAZ, 

He: UN^I/V 

SAVA v KOSANnVKHj 

ff.YTV»r^m«»n+.* nnd r« tea^fh rtf’ K T TVTW I^*'T‘R'.<?T * 

«»MM * W WIV V14. V*. V* ItVXJAl - V\- ^ V* | 

5SFI0NA7E - M 


ml 

ri® •» 


Heference is made to the Bureau letter dated January 21, 1943, which 


bore a Caution sirniliar to that mentioned above. 


The referenced letter dealt with the death, on January 7, 1943, of 
the famous inventor, NIKOLA T^SLA, who as well as being the inventor of 
Alternating Current, perfected many electrical devices. He is also credited 
with having dev-lored th* so railed-Jtd^ath ray* which would safeguard any 
countrv from. attack bv air. / 

‘ / 
'bm Jun^ 9, 1945, o* New York City furnished 

information of a noncmecific nature indicating that It was his belief that 

nersons sympathetic to Hussia were making an effort to secure the effects of 

NTKOTA T^-SLA in orde^t^salvare th-.refro-- ar.y models or designs of possible 

military value. claimed that he heard that A3HAHAY N. 


LZ * »-T 

"j a \ % J 


President 


the. NATION AT. LAY* 


■* ,T, A?T0N, of Dover, Delaware was 


th a motivating influence behind th- ; s attempt to obtain TESLA 1 S papers which 
are m resently^ld in storage a< the*’’A >n; ATTtN S T CHA r - r TOH’^US^ in New York 
Oitv.sed to return to the New v ork v ield Division shortly 
a^tcr hi s ini tial "v; sit. and furni sn further and more specific information to 
suonort- his claims. iBOCibuJbui . 't/*? 

JfJCPT ACTlrm 1 __ : *f i t / / ' 

-A I'i ATM : riL) i J I • ' - 

• ■ . He was hot heard from again, however, until September 27, 19&5, a£ 

*T wbf cb t'm c - h c ^urn -5 sh~d th r following add J tional information: igt? jrfr 


► 


nv«ntcrs few confidents. 


He said that a boyhood chum of his from Wichita, Kansas, BLTtC-. 

"wrm n nr *-v » t i*> \ ^ O _ * # « _ A _ . _. .. r» i. I_ . i ._ -i ... ____ P J _S _ . J. _ 

“ ’ . '.'L' 1 , na^o^enxpoi a rroT.epe ana one ox une ^nv^nuors lew con; icerus. j 

According T7 TT7, r;r 'HALD who is now an Army Private stationed 

at. Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, is a brilliant 29 year old scientist who srer.t 
endless hours with m ESLA prior to the latt ers death, du ring which time TFSLA 
explained to him raosu secret experiments. stated that FTP Z OF PA I r ' 

met TESLA in November 1942, but h r had been corresponding with the latter 
sinc^ 1935. According to the informant, FITZGERALD had developed some sort 
of anil—tank gun, the details of vrh‘ ch he presented to TFSLA who made ccrtai 
corrections in design and specifications to further perfect the weaoon. 

related th^t sry-etfrr.® in December 1°42, when : *TT r>r f AID 
wa« attending a meeting o-- thcr^THTD/.V S''- r T'”'Y P p ' r ?n-:AV T FAL r ^rr"Fb V 
made the acquaintance os A°HAH.VN£ r ANY* who became interested in r* r Tf r -'^HLTD 1 S 

0 f :0 ■ ?}] hkturn to 
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letter, DIRECTOR, fli 
KT 65-12290 


Goober 17, 1945 


gun. SPANEL offered financial aid to *7TZGERALD and the two were in the 
close st contact with each other for a considerable period of time. 

said that FITZGERALD had lined up a deal for the purchase of 
the gun by the-WTNGTON ARMS COMPAQ.for some reason SPANEL blocked 
this deal by reaching top men in the^ftE!v!INOTON COMPANY. SJANEL is then 
reported as having obtained a job for FITZGERALD with th^HTGGENS S^TV 
BUILDING COMPANY in New Orleans and negotiated a contract with FITZGERALD 
for the purchase and manufacture of the gun in a manner which would return 
80'S of the profits derived to SPANEL, 

stated that in November of 1943, for some unknown reason 
but which he b’lieves to be attributable to SPANEL, FITZGERALD was fired by 
the RIGGINS VW? ANY. In September of 194/., FITZGERALD was inducted into the 
Army and for a considerable period of time was located at a n ordinance 
experimental station at Elgin Field, Florida. stated that at 

the present time FITZGERALD is engaged in a highly secret experimental 
project at Wright Field in Dayton, Ohio. In suite of his rank of Private, 
FITZGERALD actually is the director of this research and is working w*th 
many top young scientists who were inducted into Army from leading industrial 
posts. 

According toH|^k FTTZGERATD is presently working on the 
perfection of TESLA'S "death ray^whi ch in FITZGERALD'S opinion is the only 
possible defense against offensive use by another nation of theE"Atomic Bomb. 

In this connection, it is noted that the*-f!ew York Times'of September 22, 1940 
in an article entitiedCJENCE IN THE NEWS" by WILLIAM A^ADRSNCE, Science 
Editor states that TESLA devuleed to LAl^FNCE the fact that he had developed 


a "death ray* or 


force" wh* ch TESLA chained would melt airplane motors 


at s distance of 25C miles, so that actually an invisible Chinese Wall would 
be built, around a country against attack by an enemy air force. 

According to the article in thef^PHES, this electrical device would 
operate by the generation of power from a plant, a number of which might be 
located strategically along our coast lines anc the beam from which would 
melt any engine within a radius of 25C miles. 

stated that during FITZGERALD'S acquaintance w!th 
SPANEL, FITZGERALD had t old S r AHEL of his associations with TESLA and hac 
apparently described to SPANEL some of TESLA'S most secret work, 
believes that SPANEL, who he claims is definitely oro-Russian in attitude, 
is now attempting through legal procedure to secure custody of TESLA’S 
effects wV ch are now held by TESLA'S only h<=ir, one SAD A F9SAN~ TT ICH, who 
is presently in Yugoslavia occupying seme governmental post. 

v Tt will be recalled that in an article published on ’'arch 15, l c 45, 
by th-^TTG T7r, A' nrrvT: STN^T IN CORPORATE, 7T ST BROOKED OLE?. charged S"ANEL 

with spreading oro-communist and pro- Russian propaganda through his full 
page advertisement in the newsraoers, which SPANEL characterized as being 
cmblisbed for the'>VT Tr R v A^TONAL LATE’' '' > R t> DRATIDN, as a public service *Vatu: 
It is aiso interesting to observe tha* ; .r. the New v ork Times of Oct.ob-'"* Z, 
1945, ar. article appears which states that SPANEL is suing the KING FTA' T ' 1! ?.E 
ST! “‘I GATE * r N CPPDOR AT ED for six mill i or iollars alleging the column by 
tc have been liab^lous. 


000-02 
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Letter- T)irector. 
NY 65-12290 


V7, 1945 


. * » ‘ ■ > t 

J * • r 




stated that through EfTZhERALP he too had met SPANEL 
and from this personal acquaintance he formed the opinion that SFAMSL was 
j6e finitely a communist and is probablyon^o^the financial supporters of 
^the\Cc)mmunist Party In this country. stated that SPANEL was 

born in Russia, but.is new an American citisen. Re also charged that SPANEL 
exerted tremendous political influence in Washington* S. C., and said that 
one of SPANEI’S closest political friends was HENRY mALI-ACZ. 

advised that two agents from Army Intelligence contacted 
and stateattia^ir^n investigation to determine the qualifications of 
FITZC-RRALD for a commission, they had developed information indicating that 
SPANEL was definitely endeavoring to secure possession of TESLAS effects. 

indicated that Amy Intelligence was pursuing an investigation 
along" these lines in an attempt to ascertain the cor.plete story in this 
regard. p s yr i- « • ^ ^ ( 


stated that TT'GERALD had interested a group of young 
Army scientists novr working with him at Wright Field in this foundation, and 
their ultimate goal is to secure th° supnort of a wealthy backer in order that 
a foundation might be established and that a sort ofTidea factory" might 
result. He said that they intended to contact HENET'rORT), SR., to solicit 
his aid in this regard. 

^^mHIVreleted that, probably thegneatest idea of TESLA’S was 
that involving the wireless transmission of electrical power. He claimed 
that TESLA had performed a successful experiment many years ago at Pikes 
^eak, at which time he harnessed local current from t he sun’s rays which he 
built up into a huge Potential o 41 * electrical energy. sa -^ that 

accomdinr to ^TZ'EEALT), if this idea could be furth-'rea^a^^Tectrical 
energy to operate the world’s machinery might be gotten absolutely free rather 
tnan by the costly method with which electrical power is presently generated. 
He st'd that his idea was to conduct further experiments along this line 
in r hina where the need •'or electrical power is very great. - 

Inquiry was made at the 1 LANK ATT AN STORAGE iVARERGUSE in New York City, 
and it was determined that the effects of NIKOLA TESLA are contained in some 


000^03 



•r 17, 1945 


75 packing cases and trunks and are presently und*r seal by the New York 
State Department of Taxation. It was learned that the rental for this 
storage, which approximates $15 per month. Is being paid by one 
^vi’ZAR, 134 East 63rd Street, New v ork, New York, who is listed as the agent 
for SAY4 K0SAN0V7 GH# 


Letter, Director, 

.65-12290 


Inquiry was also made at the office of the Alien Property Custodian 
in New York City, concerning an investigation conducted by this office at 
the time of TELIA'S death, and at which time the la t tews property was placed 
under seal by the 'hr ted States Government. Vr. WALTER 00RSFGR, frdef 
Investigator fcr th® Alien Property Custodian, provided a cover letter and^ 
a summary of materjjla owned by TESLA at the time of his death which was 
examined by JOHN O.nAREV?, of the office ofi^SCTSNTTFIC RESEARCH *• DE T ~*!.0P“ 
VEHT. Hr. GORSUCF stated that hie file in this matter reflected that 

on the night TESLA died his safe was forced open by a representative of the 
-»SKORE *■ WALKER SAFE 'YTfRANY. It was Vr. C«03S T JCH»S belief that a Vr.^STHEZEY 
who is believed to be one of the editors of the^0^ ,T LAR S'TENCE VACAZINE was 
present in TESLA’S roan shortly after the safe was opened. These individuals 
were V/I' LlST-ECE EE, EEOTARDNvLT'ER, and JO'El J.\CR3ETT. 


There are enclosed herewith tmo typewritten copies of the report by 
Vr. TRET' r ' of the ALT ET FRC r:, ER7 v X5 r Of 7/Jr" reflecting the findings of Vr. 

foil owing his examination cf effects. There is also enclosed 

herewith a photostat!c copy o r a list of arsons associated vr th !' T EELA 
TELIA. This latter item was furnished by f Cm^ 


The above information is "jmished for the Bureau’s information, 
and no irvestl gabion is being conducted by this office. 
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Wr. Walter Qoreuch, 

Allan Property Custodian, 
120 Broadway, 

Mew Tort, fee Tort, 

Dear 8lr« 


r» 




It jour request and that of Hr# Joseph T# King of the 

W..L4 _ -ftftj 4.V. ft,ft - _ < M j >i .1 4» « _ _ 

■ ftftul«|IMD CM..L4.C« «1 WM fcUWl |TBp«r%7 iJifttnni«n | J. oerv OP •* 

•mined the private papers, writings, and other property of the 
late Sr* Mikola Tesla with the vie* to determining both their 
possible usefulness to this country In Its war effort and the 
possible hasard attendant on their falling into unfriendly 
hands* 

This expalpation was made at the Manhattan Varehouse, 

52nd Street, Mew Turk City, on January 26-27, end included all 
of the motes and material in Mr, Tesla's immediate possession 
st the time of his death and nos in the custody of your offioe* 

For reasons indicated below,* too inrestigation was mads of material 
in trunks which had remained WPtcmchsd in the basemsmt of the , c- • 
Msw Yorker Hotel for ten years prior to Ik* tesla's death* 


C . 


H 




* t 


Am s result of this osdnitlos, It Is oy soosldsrsd 
Opinion that there exist emong Hr* Tesla's papers and possessions 
/^no Scientific notes, desoriptlcae of hitherto uarevealed methods 
*^rdeviees, or actual apparatus which oould be of eignifleant 
value to tide country or which would qtftstitute a hasa rd in en- 
Q’lwyflj hands*- I can therefore se^no)teohnicai cr imilitary 
reason why further eustody of the property should be retained* 

,i -..it. 

* ’ • > ’> . • a • , - 

For your records, there has been removed to your offioe 


• file ef various written material by Or* Teels which covers 
^ v V;«v typically end fairly completely the ideas with which fee was 


earned during his later years* These documents arc enumerated 
and briefly abetrseted in the attachment to this letter* . 


•V »' *1 
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TO -2- January 30, 1943 


It should be no discredit to this distinguished engineer end 
scientist whose eolid^oontribations to the eleotrieal art vara 
made at the beginning of the present century to report that his 
thoughts and efforts during at least the past fifteen years sere 
primarily of a speculative, philosophical, and somewhat promo¬ 
tional character—often concerned with the production and wire— 
lass transmission of power—but did not include new sound, work¬ 
able principles or methods for realising such results* 

Very truly youra. 



JOHN 0. TEUMP, 
Technical Aide, 
Division 14, NXRC. 


Enclosure* 

JOT/k 
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AB8TRJLCTS OF tR. SI KOLA TESLA'S WRITINGS 
RETAINED AS EXHIBITS 
FOB THE ALTER PR0FE8TT CUSTODIAN 


On January 26 and 27, 1943, an examination was mode of tha 
technical papers of Sr, Nikola Teals which, after hie decease, had 
been stored in the Manhattan Warehouse In New lark City* This ex¬ 
amination was wads for the purpose of determining If any ideas of 
significant Talus in the present United States war affort could be 
found among his possessions. Participating in this examination ware 
Mr* John C. Newington, New lark Office of the Allen property Custodian* 
Mr, Charles J« Hedetniemi, Washington Office of the Allen property 
Custodian; fir* John Q* Trump, Office of Scientific Research and De¬ 
velopment, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachu¬ 
setts; Willis George, Office of Naval Intelligence, Third Naval Dis¬ 
trict} Edward Palmer, Chief Yeoman, USNR} John J* Corbett, Chief Yeo¬ 
man, USSR* 


2 , 

The following papers, which are regarded as typical of Nikola 
Tesla's writings and thoughts in the period of 1925 to 1942, were removed 
for the purpose of record and are listed below In the random order in 
which they were found, together with a brief individual abstract. 

Exhibit A 

S PPoaaAbilities of Electrostatic Generators* r an undated 
Article probably written about 1934 discussing tbs possibili¬ 
ties, as s source of high-Wolt&ge D-C power, of the Tan da 
Qraaff type of electrostatic belt generator* The article 
states correctly the electrostatic principles employed In this 
device end points out that such generators are not suitable 
for commercial high-power applications, though of undoubted 
scientific Talus, Tesla's wireless tower, erected In 1902 on 
Long Island, Is stated in this memorandum to have been charged 
to 30 million volts, ** 

y . ' ^ , 

) (*Keactlve Foross of Glycerine and Dynmaits" - an undated 
ma a or andim involving some calculation* of the explosive power 
of certain compounds and than deviating to a discussion of tha 
. possibility of transmitting power by mechanical vibrations 
along tha earth's crust. 
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Exhibit C 

^Wproceee of Dt^wifyijag. Msflnlng* and Purifying Metals* - 
a 41-p'age memorandum probably written about 1930 dealing with 
the above subject and proposing new theorise of capillarity and 
eurfaoe tension. This correspondence Indicated that this had 
been submitted to various Industrial scmpaniss*- 


r 


Exhibit D 


/ v *Rsplv to SmtOTg y* and the 

acoelerpldBTb? charged particles** - This docunsnt, dated Bo- 
▼saber 8, 1935, answers questions raised by Soviet engineers and 
scientists regarding Tesla's proposal of May 16, 1935* From 
this answer, it is deduced that tbs proposal concerned the gen¬ 
eration, of high voltagea by electroatatic naans* These means 
consisted of a high-voltage terminal presumably supported on an 
Insulating column and charged by a gaseous charge conveying 
median passing between ground and terminal* The ideas contained 
in this nemorandun are fairly sindlar to th^ belt-cpoveyor 
eleotrostatio generator methods proposed b^fVan de^Sraaff end 
do not appear to offer any unusual features* 


Exhibit E 


^Art of Teltgeodynamios. or^frt of Producing Terrestria l 
Motions at Distance* - This 'document, in the form of a letter 
datSd^hne 12, 1940, to the Westinghouse Electric It Manufacturing 
"Company, proposes a method tot the transmission of large amounts 
of pCmST ever Tsst dlstsnses fcy sssns cf ■dchssic&l Tlbrstloss 
of the earth*s orust* The source of pcmar is s meohanleal or 
eleetraasehanioal device bolted to some rocky protuberance and 
imparting power at a resonance frequency of the earth's crust* 

The proposed scheme appears to be completely visionary and un¬ 
workable* Westinghouae'a reply indicates their polite rejection 
of this Idea* -• >• ■ . " • 



- This undated document by Teals describes 
ictrostatic method of producing v e r y Mgh voltages and ea^ 
pable of very great power* This generator is used to accelerate 
charged par tides, presumably electrons/ Much a bean of high- 
energy electrons passing through air is tw woonoentrated non- 
dispersive* means by which energy is transmitted through natural 
media* is s component of this apparatus there is described an 
open-ended vacuum tube within which the electrons are first 


* ' 
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(cent.) 


the proposed scheme bears sons relation to present naans 
for producing high-energy cathode rays by the cooperative nee 
of a high-voltage electroetatle generator and an evacuated 
electron acceleration tube* It is sell known, however, that 
such dsrloss > while of scientific and asdics! interest, are 
Incapable of the transmission of large anoonta of power in 
non— dispersed beans over long distances.. Teals*s disclosures 
in this memorandum would not enable the construction ef workable 
Combinations of generator and tube evsn of limited poser, though 
the general elements of such ,a combination ere succinctly de¬ 
scribed* 


A circular by Carof^ird, dated September 10, 1938, en¬ 
titled ^Tremendous Hew power Soon to Be Unleashed*. This de¬ 
scribes in popular style acme biographical information concern¬ 
ing Hikola Tesla and some ideas for the transmission of power 
on which he is stated to be working* It appears that the 
method of transmission is by the mechanical resonance method 
outlined in Exhibit F, above* 

Exhibit H 

* # 

This exhibit oonslsts of a series of letters to represen¬ 
tatives of the British Government dated August 28, 1938; Octo¬ 
ber 26, 1937} December 15, 1937} and April 5, 1938* It Includes 
s reply dated January 7, 1938, from the British Goverment* 


«V.__ T ________ _ 
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disclosure of a means for accelerating to high energies minute 
particles* Such beans would constitute a death ray capable of 
the protection of Great Britain from air attack* 

X - 

The method proposed la essentially that described in Exhi¬ 
bit T above* following the initial letter dated August 28, 
1936, the subsequent letters attempt to clear up the "misunder¬ 
standings* of the British representatives and to expedite their 
acceptance of the Tesla proposal. The Brit ish reply dated Janu¬ 
ary 7 is a polite expression of disinterest in the proposal* 


... 4V. 


n.U4 .W 
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An undated memorandum written after Tesla*s 79th birthday 
describing several discoveries which he believed he bed made* 

The first related to a dynamic theory of gravity which is de¬ 
scribed as not yet completed# The second stated as s physical 
truth the belief that "there la no energy in matter other than 
that received from the environment"* This second statement, 
which is discussed at length In this mid other writings of Tssla, 
indicates hie disbelief in the oistepcm of atomic or nuclear 
energy. OUUUUS i * 
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Exhibit J 

wjfllfethod of Producing Powerful Radiations* - an undafced 
memorandum in Tesla*s handwriting describing "a new process of 
generating powerful rays or radiations*, The manorandum reviews 
the works of ^nard and Crookes, deaorlbea Tesla's work on the 
producat ion or high voltage*, and finally in the last paragraph 
gives the only description of the invention contained in the 
memorandum. This description Is as followst “Briefly stated, 
my new simplified process of generating powerful rays consists 
In creating through the medium of a high-speed jet of suitable 
fluid a vacuous space around a terminal of a circuit and sup¬ 
plying the same with currents of the required tension and volume" 

Exhibit t 


k letter to prospective licensees on telegeodynamics dated 
December 27, 1941* This is a single-page letter with the type¬ 
written signature of Dr, likola Tesla, in which he addresses 


himself to the prospective licensees of telegeodynamlce, states 
that over a half million dollars was spent on this development 

w4+h fim^e m KiiimM Vvr fVe U/m* a mt> m PwomfAW^ T _T . JTef rtw 

" a wu auuw WWW *vuvvu v/ wuv W4 U| ve VS/ wv* j 

and Fish, as well as commercial organisations, and states this 
to be a new art with which "unvellerable wonders can be achieved* 


Exhibit L 


t* a^Ne 


Tesla* «/VNew System of Fluid Propulsion*, This Is an un¬ 
dated memorandum of about 20 typewritten pages describing a sys¬ 
tem of fluid propulsion in which the conversion from hydraulic 


to rotary mechnnlcal power is achieved by passing the fluid be¬ 
tween flat circular disks, shaft-mounted and enclosed in a cas¬ 
ing. 


This memoranda written about 1925 describes In general 
terms a kind of hydraulic turblns which seems practical. There 
le copious evidence among the other of Teela* s papers that this 
Idea was generally disclosed to appropriate individuals and 
that it received favorable comment and possibly some use. Some 
of those cements are contained on the last pegs of the exhibit. 

* r . > 




/* 


Exhibit M - 

•The^Pcwer of the Future* - a memorandum apparently written 
by Tesla todprobably in response to a request from some popular 
science group for an opinion as to the source of ffcture power. 
This memorandum reviews the gradual evolution ef power sources. 

It discusses in acne detail the possibility of atomic power and 
States as hit opinion that atomic power is not feasible. Tbs 
discussion of atomic snarer Is annsrostlv aonfuaed to some orient 
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Exhibit M (cont.) 





with planetary energy* The article further discusses the 
subject of wind, tides, lightning, and water power as a source 
of commercial energy* The last sentence of this memorandum 
states; "ffith my wireless system, it is practicable to trans¬ 
mit electrical energy at a distance of twelve thousand miles 
with a loss not exceeding 5 per cent* I can conceive of no 
advances which would be more desirable at this time and more 
beneficial to the further progress of mankind** This memorandum 
constitutes an interesting generalized discussion of the various 
sources of power* It is qualitatively correct for the most 
part except probably in that portion which deals with atomic 
power* 

Exhibit N 

*The Transmission of Electric Energy Without Wires" - an 
article by N.^esla in the ^Electric ITorld . March 5, 1904, pages 
429-431. A general, somewhat biographical article on Tesla*s 
early work with some speculation on the possibility of long¬ 
distance wireless transmission of large amounts of energy. 

Exhibit C 

'" ^World System of Tireless Transmission of Energy* - an 
article by N* Tesla in telegraph and Telephone Age* October 16, 
1927, pages 457 and 460* An article which traces the early 
work on the production and transmission of electromagnetic ra¬ 
diations, describes Tesla*s efforts to increase the amount of 
power which can to transmitted without wires and concludes 
with a proposed/*#or Id System* for the wireless transmission 
of both power and communications* No workable disclosure of 
a means for accomplishing this is included, and such generali¬ 
ties as suggest the approach which Tesla had In mind do not 
seem capable of accomplishing the desired result* 

Exhibit P 

^Interview with Dr. Kikola Tesla" by Alden P^v£rraagnac 
for^popular Science Monthly, May 24, 1923. An 11-page memoran¬ 
dum written in popular conversational style describing an in¬ 
terview with Dr* Tesla and reporting his present work* This 
report includes statements on a new airplane, on rocket ships, 
on the wireless transmission of power, on a world system plan 
for the transmission of speech and television, on the imprac¬ 
ticability of harnessing atomic energy, on radio activity, end 
on the acceleration of charged particles, such as cathode rays, 
by high voltages. 
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Exhibit Q 

An agreement dated April 20, 1935, between Mikola Tesla 
and thattGatorg Trading Corporation, in which Tesla agreed to 
supply plana, specification*, and complete Information on a 
method and apparatus for producing high voltages mp to fifty 
million molts, for producing very email particles in s tube 
open to air, ~9ar increasing the charge of the particles to 
the full voltage of the high potential terminal, end for pro¬ 
jecting the particles to distances of a hundred miles or more* 
The maximum speed of the particles was specified as not less 
than 350 miles per second* The receipt of $25,000 fee for 
this disclosure was acknowledged .in this agreement, which was 
signed by Nikola Teels and by A^Bartanian of the Amtorg Trad¬ 
ing Corporation* The method referred to in this agreement is 
apparently that described in Exhibit F, above* It is probable 
that Exhibit D, above, is an effort by Tesla to clear up the 
questions raised by Soviet engineers after the subject dis¬ 
closure had been made* There is no evidence that the inven¬ 
tions end information referred to in this agreement ere other 
•than those described in a number of Tesla's papers end pub¬ 
lished articles* It should therefore be expected, and It la 
substantiated by Exhibit 0, that this disclosure subsequently 
proved unworkable* 

3. 

An examination of several Items of scientific apparatus — 
the Tesla efforts at the Manhattan Warehouse and In a deposit box at the 
Governor Clinton Hotel shewed those to be standard electrical measuring 
instruments in common use several decades ago* 

*. t • . ... , • , • 


JOHN 0* TRUMP, 
Technical Aide, 
Division U, KRC. 


Mass. Inst* of Tech*, 
Cambridge, Hass*, 
January 30, 1943. 


xn/a 
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LIST OF 8ERS0NS ASSOCIATED WITH NIKOLA TESLA 


Kerrigan, William - 89 Logan St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Employed as building eupt. Washington Market, Brooklyn 
Mr. Kerrigan was the messenger boy for Postal 
Telegraph some years prior to Jan. 1943. At Mr# Tesla' 
Zi request, he continued his services as special 

messenger when convenient# He had called upon Tesla 
the week prior to his death and has much valuable data 
- and information concerning Tesla's contacts. 1 first 
met Mr. Kerrigan at the Frank Campbell funeral churoh# 

. . ' v -. ", * ’ » ■ ” ' v 

Baumgarten, Charles - Room 1203, Municipal Bldg., Budget Bureau, N.Y#C# 

Mr. Baumgarten was met at the funeral and 
: Mr. William Lawrence of the New York Times and myself 

had lunch with him. Mr. Baumgarten knew Tesla and 
£ . his connections with the Queensboro Bridge and many of, 

' his developments of Civic interest# 

Skerrltt, Miss Dorothy F. - Office, Biddle Purchasing Company, 107 Chambers 

Street* N#Y#C# * Wo* 2*5500. 

■ ; ' . Residences Hasbrook Heights, New Jersey 

Miss Skerritt was secretary to Doctor Tesla from 1912 
until 1922. She is familiar with the Marconi patent 
Suit, many of Tesla's scientific theories* knows the 
names of some of his friends; has witnessed 
demonstrations in his laboratory, then at 8 W. 40th St# 
N.Y.C. Miss Skerritt also knows that between 1916 
and 1918, Doctor Tesla was at the Blackstone Hotel, 
Chicago and may have material there. She can give 
account of many of his deals with various firms# 


Herrington, Marguerite • 46 W» 9?th Street, N.Y.C. - Riverside 9*0186 

Miss Merrington has known Doctor Tesla since 1893 
and has been a guest of his on several occasions at 
the old Waldorf Hotel and at his laboratory in 1894 
on Houston Street, Miss Merrington recalls the 
lighting effeots without filaments and his radio 
controlled boat demonstrations. She also recalls 
statements regarding communication without wires by 
means of a small Instrument. She has witnessed many 
laboratory experiments including power transmission 
without wires over short distances In the laboratory 
> and also metallic plate suspension. He had also 

% wlth - “ rs t? ' h9r '. " ,t 

ifolSen, Mrs* Agnes, J - 327 E. 52 *st. N.Y.C. - Plaza 3*2341 

Mrs. Holden is the daughter of Robert U. Johnson 
(deceased) (1936) who was a close friend of Tesla 
for many years* Mrs. Holden first met Mr. Tesla 
at her father's home when she was about 12 years old* 
„ The Johnsons were connected with the Century Magazine 

which published many articles regarding Tesla. 

^ Mr. Johnson wrote several poems about Tesla, one of 
which appeared in the April, 1895 issue of the 







VCentury Magazine and the others appeared in 
"Poems of 50 years, 1880-J.930 by 
Robert Underwood Johnson* Mrs. Holden has been 
In close contact with doctor Tesla and has 
witnessed many of his demonstrations including 
that of the oscillator of 1899* She recalls the 
"near destruction of the laboratory. Since 
‘EWorld II" , she has talked with ^ootor Tesla 


rs, . 


■ X 


u',* 




with regard to instruments of war and he told 
her in response to her inquiry regarding tanks 
recently that he could stop them or the war. 
She recalls his discussions with her and her , 
father regarding transmissions of power and_ 


X.5- 


Mars, etc. She says that she knows that Tesla 
■Jias things for our Government only. Mrs* Holden 
Witnessed many of the experiments and,was ' • V 

present at the jradio-controlled boat demonstration 


*'A' ’ 


ago, 


'""Lowenstein, Fritli (peceased) Brother, Emil Lot enstein - 182 Bennett Ave. 

~[.Y.C. - Wa-7-4519. Business (Artist) 420 
ixington Ave. N.Y.C. - Mu-5-8065* 




Mr..„/rits Lowenstein was the assistant to 

Ur. Tesla during his historic laboratory "* * 

experiments in Colorado Springs in 1899. He w a s 
also to have appeared as a defense witness 
for Tesla in his Marconi patent suit" dur i ng 


S’4: 



1915, but for some reason failed to testify* 

The brother, &nil, address above, knows of the 
relatives of Mr. Frits Lowenstein who have 
Idoouraents pertaining to the 1888 experiments* 

documents and Lowenstein) (Mr. Czito mentioned 
„Lowenstein). Mr. Bnil Lowenstein is not on ' 
friendly terms with the entire Lowenstein family 
and a Mr* Massey, 52 Vanderbilt Ave. can 


n ' 


furnish additional information re Lowenstein. 


Shirk, A.J* - Inventory Model Shop, 70 West 100th St. N.Y.C. AO-2-9466. 

" Mr. Shirk has met Tesla on 3 occasions and 


appears to know quite 


occasions 

a bit about hjs model work 


* i.- 




and laboratory developments, particularly 
within recent years. His exact status can only 
be determined by another call or exaet-statwe 
interview. He is attempting to determine the 
V«df.8s of that existed tX about' 

^ 57th and 3rd Ave. and with whom a certain 
Dr. Walker was connected* 

Arbus, Muriel, Miss - Res* 600 W. 13th St* Tel* Vanderbilt 4-9816, 

Bust WPB, Chanin Building, N.Y.C* 

Miss Arbus has several photographs of Tesla 
and was a secretary to him before Miss Dorothy 
, w . Skerritt, l.e* before 1912* She has not been 
interviewed except by phone. 
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Berg* S«igurd (or Sigmund) Copenhagen, Denmark. Business: Pari®, Franee. : 

Ho has not boon interviewed. See Mr. E. Fiensen 


•<**: ,v* ; 


of the International Latex Corp.* Dover* Del. 
for information. Mw* Borg was a close friend 
of Tesla in Europe arid mentioned other members 
of his family* Hr# Ernest and Mr. Elko Berg , 


* > . . 


iM* 


to Mr. Kenneth $w%exy in 1955 and 1934. 


- W • 

Behrend* Bernard* A. Mrs. - Bond Point* SLiken* 8#C# Phone 136. r 

V ' ' Mr» Behrend and Mrs. Heaviside were very olose 

friends of Dr. Tesla, litre. Behrend has many 
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' notes and technical data concerning Tesla's 
work either stored near Boston* Mass or at T f 
Aiken* S.C* Mr# Behrend was Chief Engineer 
, for Westinghousc and supervised thw . ;; 


•• j 




construction of a great number of Tesla’s 
motors and generators. He is author of 
"The Industion Kotor" pub. 1921 in which a c 


rV/. *• 


considerable portion is devoted to Tesla’s work. 






Boskan * $lavko * Mr• 


Engineer and author* Belgrade, Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Bosk&n published a book in Dresden* 

Germany entitled “Nikola und Ms Work" in 
1932 (Approx) Kr. Boskan was a olose friend Of 


- * \ * - ■> 

•• •, 

’ o •. 
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Mr. Tesla and has considerable engineering 
data in his possession according to Mr. Sweety* 


: <r {*:.:■ 


Denton#C1ifford, 


Mr# - Science Reporter.. 

220 E. 42nd 


New York Daily News* 

W V r> M, 


>■ 


Brown 


Curtis* 


*‘ + y 


Mr# Denton has been present at many of 
Dr. Tesla’s press releases and has many notes 
regarding the conferences. He said that he 
gave most of his data to Mr. Tfim. Lawrence of 
. the New York Times# . f / 

(Mr. Arthur Brown) 220 W. 42 St. Bryant 9-4742. ^.y.C. 

^rown Brothers are photographers and have a 
large number of photos of Tesla and his 

laboratory equipment from which may be 
deduced mechanical construction details# 

Thomas Stanley - Address: unknown. Author ^Experiments with 

High 


Brothers 

* - 
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-Us important to y locatb Mr. Curtis be ca u s e'** " *>; ^ 

t *• he-discussed many of Tesla’s problems and'** ' 

appears to have technical data regarding his 

work. v 

A- 


Cramps* Shipbuilding Co 


Philadelphia, Pa. ^ 

Mr. Crosby, former Sec. of Commerce, and 
Mr. Cramps became interested in the radio 
cOhtrclled boat of Dr. Tesla about 35 ye a r s 
ago. Negotiations were carried on between 

Dr. Tesla and the above executives# This 
information was furnished by Mr. Kerr# 
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^itO^JuliuB - 4629 193rd St. Plushing, Long Island. Toll Flushing 7-4711. 




It may bo veil to contact Mr. £rosby*s 


relatives ‘or Mr. Cramps. 
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'*'**-■ ., v. Mr. Ceito was mentioned to me first by 

Mr. JCosenovioh and later Mr. Spanel had 
received his name from Mr. Wm* Lawrence. 

Mr. Clito is a mac hi neat by trade and ^ ... 

4 .worked for Dr. Tesla as such from 1916 to 
1929. He was particularly concerned with ‘ t 
the construction of a turbin, and a fountain 
.developed for a Mr. Hatmaker.; 1 Amonfc other ,4 
things f he. wo rke d on an ext ractor for C,. 5; 
sulpher from sea water a^d mechanical ^ 
device for measuring the resistance of a 
ball bearing. He has little data left of 
Dr. Tesla**’work but has a very good 
memory. He mentioned the Boston gear "iv 
works, Mr. Bradley, Mr. Miller, the 
Zurabach Machinery Co. and Mr. Barney Levi 
Mr. Ceito*8 father also worked for 
Dr. Tesla in 1894 and was with him at his 
Houston St. laboratory. Mr. Czito, Sr. 
aooompanied Dr. Tesla to Colorado Springs 
in 1899. Mr. Czito has a very good memory 
and can furnish additional information. : 

has discovered & photograph showing all ' 

. ^ ’’ ■ ''■ ^^ v, of the employees of the old Tesla laboratory. 

*■ * ? worked for Dr. Tesla on the development 

; • ' of a speedometer for the Waltham Watch Co. 

„ (This information from interview). 

■t i," ' *- . • *• ’ .. 

Clark, Mr. Geo.,^. - Rear 349 E. 49th St. 'Tell El-5-1603. Bust RCJt ^fg. Co. 

* (Library) 25 Beaver.$t. N.Y.C. Room 314 A# 

Tell Hanover 2-1829. Ext 123. 

" : r t M r . c.H. Clark was contacted by virtue of a 

1 ‘ ‘ call placed in December to Kr. Oran Dunlap 

of the RCA Corp. Mr. ^lark has a y er y - 
- large collection of personal data pertaining 
to radio pioneers, particularly Marconi* 

Els business has been to collect such data 
* n order to assist the prosecution of a suit 
of infrkgment against the Marconi patents 




>*v. 




* 
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He .has. r^ver 4 Aet Dr ■ Tes la but he knows of 
his Wo/ljT&nd Is "interested in collecting 
historical data for preservation. Mr/ Clark 
is a friend of i-r. Sweezy. 


Crosby. Former Sec. of Commerce, Washington, D. c^addrc-ss unknown) 

See Cramps and Kerr 


Wetzel, Tailors - 


2 E. 44th ^t. Murry Hill 2-6757. K.Y.C. 

TMs firm was tailor for Dr. Tesla 
throughout most of his life and may have 
. information with regard to his friends, 

not otherwise listed. 





. ' '’V. 
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French, $hriner, and Urner- Shoe Shops. 250 Madison Ave* Hurry Hill 2-0519. 

■ • N.Y.C. V " ; 

“V Dr. Tesla purchased most all of his shoes fran 

V-_ ^ ^ this firm for the past 50 years and data may be 

gathered frar their records such as mailing — 




. * * 


' addresses, etc 


i. ^ /;-:• 


.Cornels, Fredrick C. F.3-I. Office Federal Court Rouse 31dg. 12th Floor f 
.. "t v~ . He gent 2-2315 '•* - , v/j--.. ‘' 

;• - . •. Mr. Cornels was ini'ormed of the poesibJa value •’ 

^v4 . ■ - ' V" \,;y ^• Tesla*s data immediately following his 

death. So far as known, no action'was taken. 
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Commercial photostat Company, 11th Floor, "Wool-worth Bldg. N.Y,£. ^" 

- Firm which made photostats of Tesla patents for 




■■ 




Kerr. 




r 


Cramm, graest R. to contaot call Mr. Clark of FCA. 

Kr.Cramm knows a great deal about Dr. Tesla’s 
v relations with the RCA Company. Mr. Cramm ' > 

• . .was a former employee of RCA. ^ 


*-v . . 


Gilder, Rodr.an - 108 E. 82nd St. N.Y.C. Butterfield 8-7397. t 

! Son of Richard Watson Gilder, former Fub. of- 

.- Century Magazine. V r. Gilder knows Of some 

. old Tesla manuscripts and what has happened to 
hie files of the Century Magazine at its .-• ; - 
dissolution. This name was received from '"■* 4 

Merrington• ,r . 




> ■ ■ ‘ 

Denmark, Lt. 1270 6th Ave* Root-' 811, Cirole 6-1484 (restricted number) 

N.Y.C. U.S. Army Int. G2. 

.Lt. Denmark and his superiors were notified 
■ by Mr. Sp&nel and Washington’with regard to 

Tesla devices. Lt. Denmark was interviewed 
* personally with a group of 4 other officers 
* . C*'■;* including Mr. Ritchen. .. • • 


Kirsch, Leon - a former draftsman for Tesla - name from kiss Dorothy Skerritt. 

This party should be located because he had a 
lot of confidential datk of Tesla’s and made 
many drawings according to Miss Skerritt. 


Prgwj3, Lillian fancied to an Austrian by ji&me of. DePree about 1914. * . 

‘ 4 '^'Mss brevis waaVecVetarj^tso Dr.‘Tesla ^rior* ; 

- . * -* *‘ l r to 1912. Her present address is' unknown and ‘ 

she was not in good favor with Dr. Tesla, 
according to Miss Skerritt, the informant. 


* , , 

Dospassos, John - Attorney, and very good friend of Dr. Tesla. Address unknown. 

Wanted Tesla to stop the Spanish American War. 
Formerly lived in New York. The Gentleman was 
expensively dressed ar.d wore froeked coat 

- similar to Tesla with bright checkered vest. 
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Ead office in vicinity of 200 Broadway, as 
late as 1520* Hr* DosPassos is believed to ' 
have engineering data of Tesla’s according, 
to Thonac 3yrne. 



'g 1 - 



■ ""ti 
-5wr. 


•V. •. -y. 


S 


DeForrest, Pr. Lee- 6190 Bollywood Blvd. Los AnK f Calif, - / 

\.-fs \. Dr. DeForrest is 1HP- alive and was a 
V ."jtf*/- friend of Dr. Tesl’a'ln the late 90 and 

^ *’**?* ^ ' . early ISOO’s. There is a possibility 

r‘- ‘ -• f - • „;.._that he may be able to assist in inter- 

T v jj v-■■ ’ - .. ' T preting Tesla’ s works . 
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Dubilier, William"- President of Cornell Dubilier Co., Manufacturers of % 
", . r CCondensers. Mr. G.E. Clark Informs ^V/;! 

vj-;•._» that Mr. Dubilier hasin his possession 
.. 'some of the original notes of the 1699 

• ' ; . experiments in Colorado Springs. - ' 
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Fradenburg, A-E. A reporter for jthe Brooklyn Eagle during 1920 who had ~ 

•• W/*- -' • . **' numerous contacts with Tesla with regard 

to Power Transmission. His present address 
■: ,.ia unknown but r he formerly resided in ■* - ^ 

• . * Brooklyn until \9I4. . : 


W- 


f t* 


:o. 


. v ... Fitzgerald, Francis, A. - Niagara power Commission, Buffalo, N, Y. -- 

V* Mr. Fitzgerald, according to a personal 

interview with Dr. Tesla, was a^friend 

of hie pn the A.C. power proposition for 
tha development of Niagara. Re also told 
me that Mr. Fitzgerald attempted to 
r influence the Canadian Power Commission In 
1927 for a project to transmit power without 
wires. There is a possibility that he may 
have some data. 
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^Garnsback, Hugo p Publisher, Pes; 230 West End Ave. gobbler 4.2130 

' ^ Bus: 25 W. Broadway, Tel: Rector 2-9690. 

■ V v - ^ Friend or Tesla for about 35 years. 

-■. ?r ■ Published many articles about Tesla during ^ ’ 

' * 91s in th6 "Electrioal Experimenter and 

*■■■■« later in Science and Invention.” Has many 

,of Tesla’s original manuscripts and photos. " : 
Belie 7f E in a11 of Tesla*e theories and has 
' ^ - \ :• v ♦ w a w<>rkin € knowledge^of them. This party 

w • f * ’ . :^^«fP<>tttaoted.-»eyeral w^eVs %rior f 

pr.^Tes/la’s death. Mri Gernsback attannted “V 


-mrit 


, . ^ _ Gernsback attempted 
to Dr. Tesla personally and appealed 
to TTestinghouse for funds in 1933. 


Hammond, John Hayes, Jr 


Glochester, Mass. Tel. 2080 

Vr ‘ Hammond, Sr., financed scane of 
Dr. Tesla’s boat experiments and only 10 
years ago John Hayes Hammond, Jiv operated 
one of Tesla’s original models. The 
family has one of the boats in their 
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possession tux*. + Much teohnloal data osja 
be gathered from this source• 
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Hassell, Butene Floyd - Best Belport, -long Island 

^ _* 'i' ^ •« 




* ' - >■ 
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^. Maohinest, Sperry Gyroscope Corapany , 

; Garden City, L.I. "Employee Number S470, 
Phone Vigilent 4-5400 (Restricted number) 

- .>. feet211 • b«e any New £ork Phone• Name 

. ^ from Csito. This party knows of Tesla's 

,W ;: r laboratory on long Island ''through the - 
' laundry driver named TomnyWallen* 

^°- b ? , -5 c ? avloua - Springfield Ardensriong lfland. 

' ’X~ ' - v \ ‘V • s Sa fi not been contacted) * . -* t - - ...,• 

»-y. *Tr; v ' ' . " !j "V : " s ., • , •’ - • 

^j£'_ ■. ■_ ' •• •■ z 1 ’ s '■ .-• ; - • «. • • , k • _ . ■•■ 

*.SjJjgfS • ?£. H*tmaker f (no initials) party who financed fountain built by Cglto. -• 

riT-’\ . Has not been Oont&oted, but he lived in the 

■ ^ > ; St. Regis Hotel in 1920. ' ' • : ... » -■• 

: ^ . . .■ - 

'^^)&Jt® !so i°vich^^ava - Navarro Hotel., ..apt* 17B. 112 Central park south, N.Y.C. 

" v Tell Circle 7-7900, Office- Regent 7-4662. 
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President of the Central European Powers ‘ t5r " 
Association and former Ninistvr of Yugoslavia 
v to the U.S. Mr. K* is one of the two living 
nephews of Dr. Nikola Tesla (see Nikola Trbjevich) 
Mr. K. Iras present in the Hotel New Torker 
on the morning following Dr. Tesla's death. - 

Others present were K.M. Sweesy, G.E. Clark. / 

H SAVA . s Mr * knows of many blue prints that were 
* / 'A in the rocans and a black notebook with 

' several hundred pages containing the last 
notes of Dr. Tesla. Mr. K. says that some 
: of the papers were marked "Government" and 
that Dr. Tesla had told him he had valuable 
Information. Mr. K» is of the opinion that 
it may have been for the Yugoslav Gov't. 




He sayB that no will was found. His attorney 
is Mr* Wittonberg. He was appointed heir 
by the Surrogates Court of New York County, 
he said that the other nephew waived any < 
interest. Mr. K. is not in accord with 
Mr. Fotieh, present Ambassador of Yugloslavia 
to U.S.* now in Washington. There Is a bit 
of 


- :.v- 


political unrest in the ^Yugoslav organisation. 

*» ■_ -... *\ l% , •*, . - s' v* ■' - ^ 

‘ r Eerr ,, ^ohn - Attorney, 2153 Broadway, N.y.C. Cooper Kerr' JXmham (att. at^law.) 

*r Courtland 7-9334 - also associated by Byrne. 




This firm was the patent attorney for 112 of 
the Tesla patents. They also instituted the 
proceedings of the infringement suits for the 
"Restinghouse Company. Mr. *«rr knew Tesla 
very well anc can give considerable data. 

Mr. Cooper, now deceased, was- however, the 
main instigator of the patents for Tesla. 

Mr. Cooper left this firm some time ago and ^ 
Tesla apparently took some of his business 
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to the new Cooper associates. Many of the 
old patents of Tesla In his own handwriting 


are available at this office, M r# Byrne 
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has additional information. I am of the - > 
opinion that this firm still ha* a connection 
with Westinghouse. , 
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• _ ^ V Byrne, Thomas, J works for Cooper Kerr and punham (see John Kerr above)* ' 

( *■ ++). ...Mr* Byrne knew .Tesla very well and also knows 

v of the connections with the Union Sulpher' 

t: r Compnay and the iurbine for whioh see biito.' 

' n There is a wealth of information in the •_ 

offioe of this company regarding the system 
- of Power Transmission and any patents on 

. ^file which were never issuei Mr. Kerr and 
Ur. Byrne were contacted before Mr. Tesla’s 
‘"’"death. - r-- 
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Kostioh (first name unknown) New York, Offioial photographer for the 








Yugoslav group* Office believed to be 
235 E. 72nd St. and Kesidence in Long Island 
City. He may be* reached through Regent 7-4662. 
He is a friend of Mr* Kosonovich. " 


■ 


Kuliflhich, Prof. Kosta 


i.V 






Res: Belgrad, Yugislovia at the Tesla Institute• ^ i.-* 

. Ee was a school mate/ of Tesla in Grots. See ' ' 
the H.Y. Sun of August 27, 1931. ‘K' 


I * ^..5 ft S e i K* 6. Ill Nassau St. N. Y. C. Engineer, workd for Leon Ottinger* ;-»• 

• -Ifc ' ; -isfc "* ' Court land 7-5500. . W-', ,.■» L 

v- ' He was a friend of Mr. J.S. Leach (deceased} r — 

: formerly of Redbank, N. Y. who made electrical ; = 

: T '\ parts for Tesla’s laboratory. He says that 

. ’-.I. 'he can get information regarding Leach’s -v,. :>'/■ 

■y ... relatives and perhaps drawings. ■ ■ 


■ "t- 
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'V. Levi, Bernard - Machinest, Zumbach Machinery Co. 134 ff. 54 St* N.Y/C. . \. 

\ Circle 7-1444 ;-•*£ 

•/-_ . .■f- Received this name from C*ito who said that 

Levi knew of other work by machinests on 
Tesla’s equipment. V■ ; 




Lucan, John - address unknown - presumed to be in Manliattan. A former % 




Western Union Messenger boy during June of '^.4 


W- A 'r '£ ’ Vp 1 . 937 . wKo ,hae either *4^ta regarding recent 

'* *■■■-* ’ - r cbntacts by Tesla during his services hs a*r j ' ^ 


messenger. He has not been located. 


Lynch, Arthur. Lived in England. Believed to be near London, now deceased. 

Family had considerable correspondence with 
Tesla regarding transmission of power without 
S' wires. 


Lawrence, William 


■> * 


Science Writer, New A ork Times. 229 W. 45 St. N.Y.C. 
Lackawanna'4-1C00. Res: 541 E. 72nd St. 

_ Rhinelander 4-5526. 
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_ A friend of Tesla's for about 25 years. Has 
much old data regarding Tesla and has talked 
to him on many occasions regarding power 
... transmission and the war effort. Has Assisted 
greatly in prodding information for gathering 


M, 




m 


material, etc. This party was contacted 
before Dr..Tesla's death. 
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issie, M.C. .52 Vanderbilt AT®• R.Y.C. 
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Maier/Ruth N. The Yugo Slow Society, 565 5th Ave. Room 807. >1-8-0256 


** w?' : r - 




This is the information center and serves'as 

• - •. ... .. -V . _ .. i **T' J£ v i, 


the publicity*agent for the group* 

Miss E. Oppa also works there and has many 
names of Tesla's friends. 


'irfi ■ 


*3* 


v f^Martin, Octavo. Employee of Hotel New Yorker and friend of Tesla. 
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' 'ijfatftiews, Grenville (deceased) wife was Gana Walker, Met. Star sponsored 

by McCormick. The family lived in England - ; i 
until his eath and his wife now resides in . 

New York. Mr. Matthews was refered to in 
.Tesla's articles for the Telephone and Telegraph 
Age for Oot. 1927. Mr. Matthews had correspon¬ 
dence with Tesla on the so-called "Death-Ray** 

Gana halker has all of her husband's data. _ 
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Mott, €•Jordan, Jr. 




620 E* ,90th a t- N.Y.C. Bus: 6 E. 45th St. ' 

•" fel: Vanderbilt 6-0345. :r #4. ' 

y ; • The Mott family financed Tesla in various [ 

• /' "ventures. They may have some of this data. ; 

r . >* r f" . * k -■ . ■ ■ , ♦ ..*•■ 

• - -*c•• • - * ; ■..-. -}-■] 

Gossett, W* 0*. Ford Museum, Detroit, Mich. 

ji * ‘ ’■* r*v* . • . VMr. Gossett is associated with a Mr. Black 

• v - ■" ' v , ( whi}.e he is on leave of absence to the Army, 

fjf- . v . " Mr. 13 lack may be reached regarding some models 

*"r of Tesla'S which are understood to be on 

display at the Ford Museum. - ; 
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Nathan, Thoma, A* 25 E* 83rd St. N.Y.C. 


% - 


^ • iP" is.-* 


, We do not know what connection this party had , 
iV »- >«_*,-- ii- Vith Tesla but his iuute was seoured.. 

„. -v ; >.*-•• **ci-*i& fi. , 

O'Rellir^John, J." Res: 209 N* I*ong Reach^Ave. Freeport,'Longisland. *,% 

Tel* Freeport 2-493. . ’ 

'5kt. Science editor of the New *ork Herald Tribune, 

230 W. 41 St.N.Y.C. Pennsylvania 6-4000. 

* Ifr. O^Neill has known Dr. Tesla for 40 years. 

. H« has hnd many discussions with him regarding 
; his equipment and scientific ventures. He' .1 
v interested Dr. Tesla in 1934 and 1935 to 
present the matter of national protection 
4 devices to the D.S. Govt. Mr. O'Neill made 
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a few contacts and the matter was dropped* 

Mr. O’Neill has notes of 1938 and 1939 wherein 
Dr. Tesla declared he had been Approached by 
the British Govt, through Stanley Baldwin and 
Kevill* Chamerl&in to negotiate for one of his 
devices. Mr. Ocelli thought that the sum 
offered was for 30 millions of dollars. In the 
interview. Dr. Tesla stated that his device ~ 

•• * would operate over a range of 200-250 miles. 

Wr:'Mr. O’Heill la of the opinion that Tesla had 4 
/,: v unusual powers. Mr. Lawrence is of the opinion 
/^’that he does not know what he is talking about.‘ 

0 *Neill can furnish much additional information*' 

V. 
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' 'JPlokard, 5r. Greenlief Whittier..59 Dalton St. Kewton Center, Mass 

, IH A HP . a A ■** r OA a i4 *-» J flta 
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Dr. Pickard w a s a very good friend of pr# Tesla. ■ $ 
Dr. Pickard developed the vertical antenna , 
system and.has correspondence with Tesla 
concerning "wave propagation"* This information 
should be valuable. ; •< . ?• ... . 
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arony.'^Inc. photographers. 362 5th* Ave. N.T.C* Wis 74713 ’ 

..They have photos of the old Tesla Laboratory and 

’" pictures of Tesla to 1914. 


: -'Ft - - 


.. Page, Parker W. Attorney, Present address unknown, however l 

Manhattan fcr about 40 years and 5 * 




■■ 
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he resided in 

jtfanhattan fcr about 40 years and Was formerly 
.associated with.Cooper Kerr and Durham. He 
last known $0 be associated with an 
attorney by the name of Bean in Manhattan. He 
... worked out many of Tesla's details concerning 
Power Transmission and Tesla gave him many 
notes according to Mr. fterr. * 
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. padosavljevioh, Paul, R* New York University, Professor, Education Dept. 
-v'’v - ” ^ . - Teli Spring 7- 2000# .7 > ' 

~vT i A friend of Tesla for 35 years and knows muoh 

* ..... of his work with regard to the retina and bile 

v ohemistry# 
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Ritohen, (first name unknown) Anti-Trust Division, Custodian of Alien 

Property, 18th Floor, 120 Broadway, N.Y.C. 

/i >. •• , .. 'Regent 2-3582 (restricted number). Mr. Ritohen ' , 

4 ^ upervisjAd ]bfc$ variptj* .agents who ifera*-* -j 

*, responsible for .the sealing of the'property in 

the Manhattan warehouse and various hotels. On 
Saturday eve., January 10, 1943. This office 
worked with Lt. Denmark. 


>4/ 


Astor, Mrs. John Jacob (Lady Ribblesdale) now living in the tJ.S. 

420 Park Ave., Plata 9-6646 

Lady Ribblesdale is the Mother of Vincent Astor,*- 
who financed many of Tesla's developments about 

5 . . „■-4$TO ai ^d their family may have data of importance 1 
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Seoor, Harry* Island Hoad, Ramsey, H*_J* Rea. Business* Model Craftsman 

v . / -■ Publioatlon. Ramsey, New Jersey, Tel* Ramsey 619. ‘Z 

\ I This party knew Dr. Tesla very well and I v ... 

. \'X*- i ; ; /talked to him several weeks prior to Tesla’s f, ^ 




4 1 


death* He has some plans of Tesla equipment. 
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Sweety, Kenneth, 14* 165 l£ilton St. Brooklyn, Jf* Y. Evergreen 9-6809 ; 

: '■-*!?“. Mr* Sweety has known Dr* Tesla for approximately 

" 4£"i : . 15 years. He beoame a olose confident of his 

bn many things and did a very notable work in 
1 '■ 1936 when he arranged for a collection of 100 . ;^ 

' letters from various scientific authorities 
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*-. * • coumemorating Tesla’s 75th birthday. Mr. Sweesy 

wrote many articles about Dr. Tesla and has s- “ v?ri 

some old clippings and miscellaneous data 
Including several books detailing Tesla’s work. . 

; ^r* Sweety corresponded with hr." Boskan and ?•«■?< 

Mrs* Behrand* He is a friend of Kr. Clark. 

Mr* Sweety would like to write a book of **T' 

Tesla’s life and had spoken be with pr* Tesla 
regarding It* I contacted Kr. Sweety several ' 

", ~weeks before Dr* Tesla’s death. (Much 
information ban be obtairted here). 

Scott, Prof. Charles F. Instructor of Electrical Engineering, Yale 

University, Hew Haven, Conn. 

Prof. Scott fcas a friend of Tesla for about 
45 years. .He worked as an electrician with 
Tesla in the early days and knows a great 
deal about his work, Prof* Scott and Tesla 
did not enjoy close friendship d\iring recent 
years because Prof* Scott could not understand 
in full, all of Tesla’s work* More 
'■'.Vinformation can be obtained here. 

Soherff, George, Mrs* 219 Grant Terrace , Maroneok, N. Y. . v -.4V 1 * . 

. r Mrs. Scherff was the auditor for Tesla for ■■*«£" 

......41 ’ •. ..... ’ many years and has much information to give. 

She has information concerning Tesla’s personal 
4 . tHings and technical data and can provide 

much of value, including old documents* 

Jk 

Skerrett, Jojpn** Author- believed to bd from Philadelphia, pa, who 

'% «• ft 1 " r .^ ^l^Jfitn<)(psed. manV ^f^tbSla’s demonstrationa*^ * * V 

| ■■■''* V*? “V^ >s Mifls Dorothy Skerrett can furnish additional *" 

information regarding him* 
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Mr. Tolson^ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Roaen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 


June n. 1949 


MEMORANDUM FOR 

C 

RE: SAva N. KOsANOVIC 



Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Pennington_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

Mr. Ne&se_ 

Mias Gandy- 


Wm AMt Att Aim A^n m j~s « 

IUVtUOIAV ATU5AOQAUUIL XU XtlS* US> 




TMb memorandum is submitted 
references In tne Bureau files concerning tne entitled 
tne Yugoslav Ambassador to tne United States* 


INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
(Bureau file 65-47953) 

ALL nrrORKATlOM CONTAINED 

tc Incorporate all the pertinent 

who is 


perl 
individual 


a case was opened on this individual when information was 
received that Kosanovic had taken possession of the scientific papers 
of his uncle, Hikola^Jesia , tne internationally known inventor* Subsequent 
investigation determined that Kosanovic had turned over the possession of 
tnese scientific papers to the Alien Enemy Custodian in New York City. 


(b5-47953-Z1 & Serial 3 & 4) 






















STANDARD FORM NO. #4 


Office Memorandum 


TO ; The Director 

FROM : ladd 

SUBJECT: c A7A ] v r. KOSANOVIC 

1'*7'JK:aI. SSCtrJTY - TV 

Bureau File 65-47953 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: April 3, 195^^ 

S 91 To la or. 


/ L*d(J_ 


ALL IKFU-- v .:\T:t:‘ contains* 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

r^fTt b'tjtfi'tst 


Deference is nade to ray memorandum date:- ’'arch ?°, l^ c 0, 
relating to ti#'telephone inquiry by the Yugoslav Ambassador fava 
K. Kosanovic as to the possibility of obtaining a coy of a micro¬ 
film copy of the technical papers of theO-ate Vikola^esla, world- 
famous scientist -who died in Few York in 1943* 

Kosanovic claims to have beer, a nephew of Tesla and is 
known to have tried to obtain these papers at the time cf Tesla’s 
death, however, they were taken over at that tine by the Alien 
Property Custodian. If any copies were ~ade of these papers, they 
rere wade by the Cffice of* the .'.lien Property Custodian which tool- 
possession of Tesla’s papers ir. 1943 or the Department of the Array 
which was interested in copying Tesla’s notes in 1945* -he /Tiny's 
interest apparently was developed by a young scientist named 
mmmm -hr had beer, a protege of Tesla and one of ’-is few 
ccr.^idv.r.+ r .• who kne- tkrat Tesla had be^n endeavoring 

to porfoct t’• -irelc t A r r . n? v issi^n cf e'?ctr:‘cal current, o: ir of 

t; basic concerts irv cf ved ir. *].'■ rrc• Miction cf ?. "Teeth ' r.y'' 
bed subsequently entered the Array, and- in October, 1945, appeared 
at our Per York Office, together ?ith three- other members of the 
United States Array, to request our assistance ir obtaining access 
tc Tesla’s paper: which were stored in a warehouse of the pnnhettan 
Storage Company.^ £ associates were referred, at 
that time, to t}?^?H^r^rope”ty Custodian *hich w:*s reported to 
have raade an investigation of Tesla’s belongings following the 
latter's death. 


Although the Office of Alien Property or the Deportment 
of the irny right bo able tc furnish a c r py of Tesla's papers to 
Kosanovic, it is not believed that the DPI should facilitate his 
search for th:: material, which althoura possibly of no present 
v lue from a rational Defense standpoint, could still conceivably 
b f . of assistance to the Yugoslav Governrent* 

COPIES destroyed 

J 4t OCT 2G 1960 . V... , O . 


Atb cchraer.t: 
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RSCO” ni-XATioys: 






c* * * r% V 

wJ 


1. Tht 
c cc^y :s 


the attached letter explaining thrt W'-- have never 
•e r r qucs‘S, be sent to Vr. Kos novic. 


2. Thrt the attached 
then tc mai:e further inquiry at 
advising that firm th^t re have 
allegedly claim, be forvr rded. 


memo to the her York C'ff5ce, instructing 
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Office Memorandum • 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


4 yro 

jftyiou 


: Director, FBI 


DATE: April 17, 1950 


SAC, New York 

t 

SUBJECT: SAVA N* KOSANOVIC 

INTERNAL SECUhITY-YU 
(Bufile 65-47953) 


Rebulet dated April 3 last. 
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w L INFORMATION contained 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFJIDq 
DATE 

On April 7, 1950 agents of this office interviewed Mr* J.V* POTTS, 

Vice President of the Manhattan Warehouse and Storage Company, 52nd Street 
k 7th Avenue, New York City, and at that time 1ft* POTTS advised that the 
rules of his firm required that all persons gaining access to goods stored 
by Manhattan first had to fill out an appropriate form setting forth their 
names, date of visit, and reason for requesting access to the goods* 

In a, review of the file pertaining to the storage of the effects of 
NIH'JA^^SSLA, i.:.* PO^TS revealed that only one such visit had been made by 
persons outside of the management of Manhattan Storage itself* This one 
occasion took place on January 26 and 27, 1943# at which time representatives 


of trie Alien Property Custodian made a thorough review of the entire effects 
of the TESLA estate. 
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The TESLA effects are stored in rooms 5J and 5L of Manhattan Storage’s 
warehouse at 52nd Street k 7th Avenue, New York QAty* MR* MICHAEL KING, who 
stated he had been Floor Supervisor for approximately 10 years on the floor 
in question, stated that he could recall only one occasion in early 1943 
when an examination was made of the TESLA effects. Re stated that at that 
time numerous photographs were taken by the examiners. Ris description of 
the equipment used would tend to show that a microfilm reprod ction was made 
of seme of the papers of the deceased scientist, if.. KING added that several 
of the group making the examination wore U.S. Navy uniforms, and during the 
two days required to complete the examination the civilian assistants in the 
group were identified to him only as n rKDE:'AL AUTTriCL TIES’*. According to lit. 
KING, no other instance of microfilming ef the records of the TESLA estate has 
taken place since that time* 


It should be noted that the Bureau was informed of the examination men¬ 
tioned above by New fork letterfwith attachments) dated October 17, 1945# 
entitled '!NKN(W& SUBJECT; SAVA vfcsANOVICHj Experiments k Research of NIKOLA 
TESLA (Deceased), Espionage —I** 


CCi 65-12290 


& - CBaaom 

INDEXED • 38 


l&f 4794* 

APR 18 1950 
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Letter to Director, FBI 
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( I All- POTTS stated that no inquiry had been received by ilanhattan from 

I SAVA K. KDSANOVICH, nor had Manhattan informed him, in any way, that an ex~ 

I ami nation of the TESLA effects had been made by anyone. In fact, added MR. 

I POTTS, the only correspondence relating to the TESLA estate has ^een in the 
form of bills for storage. 

MR. POTTS stated that any personal inquires regarding the estate would 
of necessity be directed to him, and to date no such inquiries have been made* 

Interviewing agents explained to JR. POTTS that the examination made, 
as mentioned aoove, was not instigated by the Bureau, nor had the Bureau taken 
part in that examination. 

Unless advised to the contrary, this investigation is being placed in 

a closed status, and no further investigative action is contemplated bp 7 this 
office. CIP5LD. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Re Buffalo alrtel to Bureau, dated 7/13/76. 


/t\ 


Enclosed for the Bureau are six (6) copies of an 
LHM, captioned "NIKOLA TESLA MONUMENT, NIAGARA FALLS, NEW 
YORK," which is self-explanatory. One copy is being 
designated for Legat, Ottawa tor information. Two copies 
are being furnished to New York, one to Newark for information 
since they had previous interest in this matter, and one copy 
to WFO for information because of U. S. and Yugoslav 
dignitaries who attended the unveiling of the monument. , j 

i ' > 


Nothing adverse came to r.he attention of this i! 
office concerning the dedication rf the Nikola Tesla 
Monument which was a bicentennial gift from the Yugoslav 
Government to the United States. Diplomatic representatives 
from the United States, Yugoslavia and Canada reportedly 
attended the affotr. No furtner inquiries being made at 
Buffalo and it is closing its case administratively. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDEHAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
August 20, 1976 


NIKOLA fe;RL A- 
MONUMEgT/ 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK _ 


An article appeared in the "Buffalo Evening News," 
a daily newspaper published in Buffalo, New York, on July 24, 
1976, which in part contained the following information: 

The article was captioned "Dignitaries Unveil 
Statue of ‘Genius' Tesla." 

The article contained information that NIKOLA 
TESLA was the inventor of the alternating current and the 
first man to successfully transmit electric power. The 
background of TESLA set out in the article revealed that he 
arrived in New York City in 1884 with four cents in his 
pocket and plans for an airplane and a book of poetry. v 
In 1888, he invented a system to m ike the transmission of 
alternating current practical, at J7 was a millionaire 
but died at the age of 88 in New York City alone and 
penniless. 

The statue, approximately nine feet high, was 
erected on Goat Island, a site which is located on the 
property of the New York State Park and Recreation Department. 

The article revealed that more than a thousand 
people listened to FRANK G. 2ARB, Federal Energy Administration, 
representing President FORD, and Dr. IVO MARGAN, President of 
the Socialist Union of Croatia, representing Yugoslavian 
President TITO, as both pulled the cord unveiling the nine 
foot high statue of TESLA. 
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NIKOLA TESLA 
MONUMENT 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 


The sculpture was created by Yugoslavian FRANO 
KRSINIC and was the bicentennial gift of the Yugoslavian 
people to the United States. Both of the above men read 
official greetings from their presidents and exchanged 
pledges to continue good will and friendship between the 
two countries. 

The article stated that following the unveiling, 
a reception-luncheon was held for several hundred persons 
at the Parkway-Ramada Inn, Niagara Falls, New York, Mr. 
ZARB toasted the Yugoslavian delegation which was answered 
by that country's Ambassador to the United States, DIMCE 
BELOVSKI. 




According to the article, there was a bit of 
diplomatic byplay between Mr. ZARB and Ambassador 
BELOVSKI during the ceremonies. In his remarks at the 
statue unveiling, Mr. ZARB included an appeal to Yugoslavia 
to stop all harassment of Americans visiting that country. 

In responding to Mr. ZARB's toast at the luncheon, 
the Ambassador gave assurance that his country wants American 
visitors and will welcome them. 

According to the article, some observers thought 
that the Yugoslav release of an American held for the past 
seven months was timed to coincide with the unveiling of the 
statue. 


The tribute to TESLA was sponsored by several 
Yugoslavian groups in cooperation with the Niagara Mohawk 
Power Corporation, Westinghouse, and the New York State 
Park and Recreation Commission. 

An article appearing in the "Niagara Falls Gazette," 
a daily newspaper published in Niagara Falls, New York, 
captioned "Zarb Calls for Energy Independence for U. S." 
the article dealt with the unveiling of the Nikola Tesla 
Monument and stated that accompanying the Yugoslavian 
Ambassador to the ceremonies on July 23, 1976, were Dr. 

PAVLE SAVIC, President of the Academy of Science of Serbia, 
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NIKOLA TESLA 
MONUMENT 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 
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An article appeared in the "Niagara Gazette" on 
July 24, 1976, captioned "Aide Almost Missed Event." The 
article in part indicated that friendship and cooperation 
between the United States and Yugoslavia was the theme of 
the day as that nation dedicated a statue of NIKOLA TESLA 
on July 23, 1976. 


The friendship was personalized when a Yugoslavian 
tried to cross the border from Canada to the United States 
to attend the dedication without a visa. 
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Montreal, Quebec, Canada, as the Chairman of the Olympic 
Commission of Yugoslavia. He also happens to be the 
Assistant Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in that 


country. 


He did not have an American visa and almost 
missed the unveiling of the statue. 
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the Niagara Frontier State Park and Recreation Commission 
sent an official car to take the dignitary across the 
border, which saved the day. 


1 A 


In the "Niagara Falls Gazette" on July 24, i^/b, 
there appeared an article concerning the unveiling of the 


statue which indicated that Dr. BOGDAN MAGLICH was Chairman 
of the Yugoslavian-American Bicentennial Committee and was 
a speaker at the affair. Dr. MAGLICH also serves as 
President of the Fusion Energy Corporation, Princeton, 

New Jersey. Dr. MAGLICH eulogized the inventor TESLA 

and stated "only America could have taken a giant of Tesla’s 

stature., embraced him and provided him the means he needed 

to brinp His tal pnh to itc'Koct mcp n f Vmmam’ t-v " 
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NIKOLA TESLA 
MONUMENT 

NIAGARA FALLS. NEW YORK 




_ ___ _ ;ion to observe 

commemoration of the Tesla Monument, stated that no 
adverse information came to their attention concerning the 
dedication of the statue on July 23, 1976. 
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CUICfNT UOQtAFHY 


SMITH, IDA B, WISE —Continued 

Referencee 

Christian-Evangelist p4Z3-4 Ap 16 ’42 
por 

Lit Digest 121 33 Je 13 '36 por 
N Y Times IV p2 Ag 31 '41 por 
Newsweek 16 :40 Ag 19 ’40 por 
Time 29:55 Mr 1 '37 por; 39:S1 Mr 2 
'42 por; 39:12 Je 15 ’42 
Who’s Who in America 1942-43 

^fsjAUSS, EMIL GEORO^VON (.htous 
' «n) Oct. 6, 1877—Dec.( 7) 1942 Ge rman 
state councilor and a Vice-President of the 
Reichstag; former director of the Deutsche 
Bank in charge of its oil interests. 

Obi Awry 

N Y Times p!7 D 12 ’42 

-AyKES, CHARLES H(ENRY) Nov. 12, 
1882—Dec. 19, 1942 Nationally known as the 
newspaper cartoonist, "Bill” Sykes; drew 
war cartoons for the First and Second 
World Wars; editorial cartoonist of the 
Evening Public Ledger of Philadelphia from 
* its founding in 1914 until its suspension in 
January 1942. 

Obituary 

N Y Times p44 D 20 ’42 


- 47 . 


ESLA, NIKOLA (tesla) July 9, 1856- 
Jan. 7, 1943 One of the world’s greatest 
electrical inventors and designers; American 
citizen of Greek origin; worked with Edison; 
credited with many "epic making” inventions 
since he came to the United States in 1884; 
. in his old ape claimed to have invented a 
'♦‘death beam’ powerful enough to destroy 
10,000 airplanes at a distance of 250 miles and 
to annihilate an army of 1,000,000 soldiers 
instantaneously. 

Obituary 

N Y Times pi 9 Ja 8 ’43 por 




THriNNEY, CAL(VIN L.) Feb. 2, 1908- 
Radio commentator 

Address: b. c/o Mutual Broadcasting System. 
1440 Broadway, New York City 

Since August 1941 Cal Tinney’s slow Texas 
drawl and homespun humor, with intimate, 
folksy interpolations, have been heard over 
the Mutual network in Siting up the News 
each Monday and Wednesday evening from 
8:00 to 8:15 p. m. Tinney f s colloquialisms, 
which the folks ’back home” chuckle over— 
his “just-between-you-and-me, ain’t it the 
truth. it shore ij M method—-has captured 
many a listener bored with the formal, polished, 
or cut and dried comments of other news¬ 
casters. 

Sut there has been more to Tinney than 
his mannerisms. Speaking usually as a repre- 
»«iUtive of what the "common man" thinks 
about affairs at home and abroad, he has taken 
more than one direct and shrewd pot shot 
left of center, at stuffed shirt policy, the doings 


of Big Business, politicians who coddle Fascism 
the ex pense of democracy under high-sound¬ 
ing terms of Americanism, etc It is not 
surprising that the sandy-haired young man 
from the West has occasionally found him¬ 
self in hot water. Objections nave at times 
been made to the FCC on the "character of 
the broadcaster’s utterances.” But Tinney has 
apparently survived the allegations against him, 
since he currently continues his bi-weekly 
talks. 

The outspoken homespun philosopher, who 
has become a kind of Will Rogers columnist 
of the air, was bom February 2. 1908 on 
a ranch in Pontotoc County, Oklahoma. His 
family, however originally came from Texas, 
where his grandfather, a nigged individualist, 
had strange politics for those parts. “My 
grandfather was a Texas Republican,” Tinney 
«d]y “and they shot him. Seems he 
exploited his sentiments one Saturday night 
y a ™ room. Ever since then my Pop has 
been a Democrat. So has the son and, judging 
by his broadcasts, a fervent New Deal-support¬ 
ing one. 

After attending the Oklahoma public schools 
Tinney enrolled at the Murray State School 
of Agriculture in Tishomingo, Oklahoma 
There, however, his education lasted only two 
weeks. "I never did stay there long enough 
to find out whether it was a high school or 
college, he says. Young Tinney apparently- 
decided he could get a better schooling by- 
traveling and seeing the world at first hand. 
For some years he tramped around, often as 
an ordinary seaman aboard freighters off for 
foreign ports. He was a newspaperman of 
sorts, also, and found jobs in Shanghai and 
Paris His work in the pre-War French 
capital was rewriting material found in English- 
printed newspapers. "It was easy,” Turney 
explains, ‘'All you had to do was change 
words like lift to elevator, and caretaker to 
;amtor. 

After getting his education by travel, Cal 
Tinney settled down in Oklahoma to edit a 
country paper, and began to advertise it over 
Station kVOO at Tulsa. That was in 1932. 
Hi$ humorous, drawling voice soon became 
more popular than his gazette. So he gave 
up his job as an editor, but since 1934 he has 
written a weekly feature, “Man of the Week," 
for the McNaught Syndicate. He is the 
author, also, of a book called Is It True What 
7*ey Say about London t a Non Partisan 
Portrait (1936). When Tinney turned to 
radio for a living, his voice was heard suc¬ 
cessively, on the March of Tim* (1932). the 
Koscr of America (1933), and the Motive11 
House Show Boat program (3934). From 
1937 to 1939 he was on the Vanity Fair fea¬ 
ture, and from 1939 to 1940 on Youth vs. Age. 
That ytar he originated, but did not appear 
on. Stop Me If You Heard This One. 

Tinney is married to Mary Maxine Noble 
The couple have two tons. David N. and 
Scott. 

It was in 1940 that Tinney hit on the idea 
of a folksy newscast and tried it out in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. Farm listeners chuckled, appre¬ 
ciated a commentator who spoke their own 
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PLAIN TALK 


nam; they wanted quick Action by the 
democrats. And he had the courage to 
tell this to Tito. Although be was for¬ 
eign minuter, he was arrested, 

I was with Kosanovich in his room 
in Belgrade's Hotel Majestic when Mrs. 
Subasich telephoned and asked for im¬ 
mediate help. Her husband was arrested 
and til. Kosanovich tried to reassure 
her. He telephoned Lt. General' Ranko- 
vich, OZNA’s chief trigger-man. The 
Communist hangman answered coldly 
that nothing would happen to the for¬ 
eign minister. Precautions were merely 
bring taken to defend him from any 
attempt of the "Western reac tion a ri es" 
upon his life. 

We had just been routing Dante 
there in the hotel room—the part where 
Grunt Ugolino hungrily devours the 
brain of Archbishop Ruggieri, describ¬ 
ing the merciless end of all traitors. The 
blood and turmoil of ancient fratricidal 
war rose before us: it seemed very near 
to our own Yugoslav tragedy. 

Only a little later Kosanovich entered 
the new People’s Front against the will 
of the Independent Democratic Party, 
of which he was Secretary-General. His 
party issued a clandestine communique 
describing his defection. Sooa^fter that 
the chairman of the party, DlJDlTBqsH- 
Jtovich, was terribly beaten for three 
houn~by a Communist youth mob. He 
was lying in a hospital the same night 
that Kosanovich was dying to the Lon¬ 


don co nfer ence of the Big Foot, ■ccbb- 
panying the Communist Kardelj as a 
"liberal and democrat." Before be left, 
Kosaoovidh had published an article in 
the Cornmiroiit official organ, Berks, in 
which be attacked Subasich and the 
leadership of the party with whom be 
bad worked doaely for twenty years 
The Communi sts wanted a proof of 
"betrayal." And the price was paid. 
From London, Kosanovich went to the 
Paris Peace Conference, and from there 
to Washington—to attack American 
democracy, which he had formerly 
poised. »- 

I cannot believe Kosanovich is a 
happy man , though he has attained 
his ambition. Those who once opposed 
ftscisa and are now serving commu¬ 
nism have lost all faith in themselves 
and in man kin d. There are no more 
miserable people than the intelligentsia 
who know better —but who have been 
afraid to resist in the last battle for 
nun’s liberty. 

Kosanovich once asked for a synthesis 
b e t we en political and economic democ¬ 
racy for the good of the people, and he 
is now defending the complete subjuga- 
tion—economic, political and moral— 
of Yngoslavia to the Communists, Ko¬ 
sanovich ooce wanted Yugoslavia to be 
free of the influence of any big power, 
and he is now ambassador of a puppet 
state in Stalin’s empire. 


THE SOLUTION FOR PALESTINE 

A comprehensive and authoritative discussion of the Hoover 
Plan (pages $2-33) and of the Lowdermilk Plan (Palestine— 
Land of Promise), altering an engineering rather than a political 
eolation for the crisis in the Near East, will be presented in the 
nat bane of Plain Taut. 
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Translations of SLOBQ PFA BBC as Containe d in this report vere Bade at the Pitts-/•, 
Shield Office by*****^ Serbo-Croatian translator, ^W 
Slavonic tr^Jialator^ f. 


ORGAnZATlCrAL STRUCTURE 



X - OFFICERS 

In the “Statement Of The Ownership, Management, Circulation, 3 tc. .Required By 

L or m«~. o* ».»■-“Si““:L , KS 2 LrS 8 S: 


utilisi 
■fay 

officers o 




is as a Zans of transmission, furpished the Pittsburgh Offic 
Pittsburgh Post Office, the following are given as \ 


m 


Publisher 

Editor 

Managing Editor 
Business Manager 
Owner 


J.^JffiSTOVICE 
CHASLBS\yUICK 
Hone . \ 

KAKEHSEUSHHAR . 
joeJvkrstovich 


This statement was filed at the Pittsburgh Post Office by MASE SHUSHNAK on Octo¬ 
ber 2. 1945. 
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Pgh, yield Division 
61-118 


*3. It 1b true that this year's calendars were printed too late, 
but we have inspite of this sold a sufficient number of calendars 
and sonc of the Boilers have not Bent in their money. In addition 
to the excellent success in advertiseinents for the calendar and be¬ 
sides the fact that the calendar was excellent, the work of the sale 
of the calendars is not satisfactory. Our activists should have paid 
more attention to this then thAn before selling the calendars, 

”3. Soon we shall have received several hundred copies of the new 
book 'Guns Eor Tito.* We ought to do our best to sell these books 
as soon as possible. The book was compiled by an American Major who 
organized a shipment of weapons to TITO's Army and met TITO person¬ 
ally several times. The price of the book is $2.75. 

"4. We must finish the sale of the book of K IKDL ^TSSLA. We should 
particularly interest the American engineers and unionists in it, 

"5. Soon a book of J'UBBO M ARKOV ICH w ill be off the press! ’That We 
May Understand Each Other. 1 Therefore it will be necessary to organ¬ 
ise the sale of the same. The book contains 350 pages and the price 
of the same is $2.50. 

The working committee decided that bv the end of the month of March 
or in April, FI RICO MARSOVICH should start for the Pacific Coast, to 
California, to work in the strengthening of our movement and news¬ 
paper and in building up of clubs and the apparatus. This will be 
discussed in detail at the meeting of the Supreme Board in Cleveland," 

August 14, 1945 "Reorganization Of Leadership Of Serbian Pro¬ 
gressive Movement In City Of Akron Carried Out." 
This article, which is quoted below, Indicates 
the then policy of SIXSODHA BSC in its leader¬ 
ship in the Serbian Progressive Movement in the 
United States. 

"Akron, August 10 - Last week, on Thursday evening, there was here 
held a special meeting of the Serbian political progressive club, 
which was attended by the editor-in—chief of S1C3QDNA SBC, KIEKD 
MARKOVICH, and the manager of the paper, KAHB SHTJSHHAR. 
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Direotar, FBI 

SAC, Pittsburgh 
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V W ,LOBCMA ESC 
ZBTSESAi SECURITY - C 
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DATS: Sovsmber 7* 19b7 


The following article which appeared in the Hovember 1, 19k7» issue of the 
above captioned Cconmlet line newspaper published at 1916 East Street, 

Pittsburgh, Pa*, is furnished for your inf carnation: 

/ 

Address of Ambass adcrTCeSAJK nriCB at Banquet of 2nd Serbian 
Congress, dotober £'6 ^Ga IPittsVurgb^ ^fla* 11 - srrt- 

'AtL IVFDattTXQJK CCK7HHB 

VEcrJi IS LTCLASSI7IED / 

Brothers and Sisters* riaT£ ^ 

~Wjt1/SCC 

1 ocne among you to extend you the greetings of the peoples ami the 
government of the Federated People's Hepublic of Yugoslavia, headed 
by Marshal Tito and to thank you for the considerable aid which you 
have given your brothers in the eld hone land. 


Jk 

h 


1 \ '■ 


$y eoinoidenoe, I found ^rself in the period of ISLbbh in this great 
oountrj where I did wy best to defsad the truth and contribute to the 
best of my ability to the thwarting of spreading untruths on ths 
part of the official representatives of the then Yugoslav government 
In exile and of all those who wanted to oouvihoe publio opinion of 
Amsrioa and its official circles of the impossibility of restoring 
Yugoslavia* J recall your valuable help of that tints* I remember 
a dear friend in the person of the late Rev* XRAJHOVICH and his con¬ 
stant struggle, as well as of so many others of that period* 

You Americans of Serbian descent were hit the hardest. You were 
exposed to the greatest trials and the heaviest attaoks* You li^ 
to exercise the greatest self-denial and perspective oorreotly to 
eee the eourse of events because every effort was made to oonfuse 
you* The idea was that when Serbian Amor loans follow the wrong 
path, when ohauvinism and national hatred get possession of then, 
when hatred teward the Croats and Slovenes and toward Yugoslav unity 
is aroused In them, then it will be easy for the same attitudes to 
work am ong Croatian* and Slovenes as regards Yugoslav unity, giving 
chauvinism full sway and thus contributing to ths weakening of the 
war effort in American and rendering impossible the struggle for the 
salvation and restoration of Yugoslavia and the Balkans* ~ * 

In a letter of thanks for an honor which was shown ms in February, 

19M+# by * great number of you who are now assembled at this Serbian 
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To: Director, FBI November 7 , 19^7 

Re: SLOBCDKA. REC 

16 - C; REGISTRATION ACT 


Congress when I was elected am honorary president of the Vidovdan 
Congress I said: 

•in am extraordinary difficult period of mankind you have with 
sacrifice and self-denial done your duty also toward your people from 
whom you sprang and toward America of which you are good oitizens, and 
toward mankind. Since wy arrival in Amerioa in 19^1» in an official 
capacity, I found among you the best understanding and best cooperation 
for an ever greater unification of national forces in the struggle 
against all manifestations of fascism* Together we tried to be as 
Serbs - bearers of Serbo-Croato-Sloveno-Macedonian harmony and unity 
at a time when the enemy banked his entire hope on disharmony and 
hatred* Working thus we h&ve contributed to the correct understanding 
of the national-liberation struggle beset with so many obstacles and 
bedevilled with so much gossip* Time and events have borne out the 
truth thereof** 

And when taking leave of Serbs in America in a letter of July 2l± t 
1 & 4 , among other tilings I wrote: 

*Tfe have here been those who have defended the purity of the Serbian 
name at a time when it was being most degraded by the ignorant* 

History will show that we were right and that by our defending the 
unity of Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, and Macedonians we have best rep¬ 
resented the true national Serbian interests and thus represented the \ 
interests not only of Yugoslavia but also of America and all United 
Nations* We have by ooosaan sacrifices of a liberation war achieved 
great successes in the country, but there still are great trials* 

Enemies will particularly seek to confuse the Serbs and destroy them 
with false defense of Serbian interests* I ask all ny good frieols 
to make every effort to promote harmony and unity* I ask all those 
who were being deceived in returning to Serbian tradition and enter 
the great oirole of national harmony • • • I ask friends who have had 
the opportunity and bravery of seeing the right path from the very 
outset, that they forgive thoa&who haven’t seen it because they were 
deceived by those who thought they must be believed* The true 
national champion is known by hie setting the errant ones on the 
right path. Responsible culprits who misused their positions and 
misused the credulity of the ignorant will answer to the people for 
their misdeeds* The more you will promote harmony# the better it 
will be for Serbdom, for Yugoslavia, and for America - toward whioh 
you have the greatest obligation** 
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Direotor* FBI 

SLOBOJHA. EEC 

1$ - Cj REGISTRATION ACT 


November 7, 19^7 


That was the path to vhioh yqpft were called until his last days by 
our great oountryman NIKOfA/^SSLA. 

And you, by your moderation* have contributed to the Interest of the 
democratic struggle of the world. You have contributed to the unifi- 

as1<S mm al 1 «aA4 ama 1 ^mwaam 4 *% l*aw4 mm 4 m. mm ean4 ea-M fvn r\f* 
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war effort* And at the same time* as Americans of Serbian descent 
together with other Yugoslav Amerloans* you have shown your American 
f ell oir-e it leans that your brothers in the old homeland are with 
united efforts residing fascism and struggling far freedom and the 
restoration of their independent state, Yugoslavia. 

In this you were able to be the beet spokesmen* You end your predeces¬ 
sors have come to this oountry in search of freedom and better 
economic conditions. 

Most of you and those before you have fled from Hapsburg serfdom be¬ 
cause you were being oppressed both nationally and economically. 

You and your predecessors mode valuable aantributions to the develop¬ 
ment of the “ew World. You with your brother Slovenes and Croatians 
have sweated, shed blood, worn your bones, expended brains, and what¬ 
not for the progress of this oountry. Long is the chain of miners* 
farmers, scientists, and soldiers who gave their best for the general ^ 
progress and prosperity of the American Union. You have conscientiously 
been doing your duty and you have become good citizens of this great 
land. Iho of us is not proud of the work, life and nobleness of 
NIKOLA TESLA without whose work and mind eleetrioity would not be what 
it now is in the world; whose motor has harnessed the Niagara and the 


TWl4 SinAW «If wUsel m 4«u4<«sAwt. 
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In every spark of eleetrioity, shines his name. America is the 
greatest beneficiary of TESLA's genius. He asked for no riohes. 

And so, brothers and sisters* when during the war you have raised your 
voice for your brethren in the Balkans struggling not only for their 
life but also for a better and more secure existence of mankind, your 
voioe thus had aignifioaxtoe and importance. You were able to be the 
authorized spokesmen of the struggle which was going on over there. 
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DATE 
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JBwoiSd-be radio repair man, advised this officetha^^ 

on April ^^^^^^^^h^installec^^ the home of captioned 

a "Hammerlund B.Q. Receiver 
T120A". JHH^^^HI^Petftted that Bince this type receiving 
set is of a kind which is generally used by amateur radio 
experts or professionals and since the radio set Itself was 
ir such condition as to indicate that it had been purchased under 
a very high priority, he inquired of the gubi eet how he happened 
to b^i^p^seeslon of such a radio set. according 

Wft6 as to whert,he got it, saying that it 

had belonged at one tine to NIKOLa TTSLA* S eon and was purchased 
before the war in New York City. JHIHHHB^did not rake any 
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pretext he can review the operation of this set in the apartment 
of the subject and at that time get the serial number. 
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Report of Special Agent 
July' 22, 1946, at Washington, 

AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 

GSiSRaX ACTIVITIES 
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aAwuLfiD BY 


, fl+ . + Th® Washington Post* for July 23, 191x6, carries a beOSm™* 

relative to an interview had with the new Yugoslav Ambassador SAVA if. KOSASOVtC 
entitled War Over Trieste Not Anticipated by Yugoslav Envoy". The article 
stated ne had declared on the previous day that his country would not be 
provoked into any action in Trieste which would compromise the peace. He also 
stated tney would not accept any solution of the problem which did not accord 
with their essential interests. He said his Government opposed Italian * 
proposais for a plebecite in the disputed area because the Yugoslav population 
had been diminished by twenty-six years of Italian rule and the additional 
loss of 56,000 men in the fight against the Nazis. 
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The article in the ‘’Evening Star” which was referred to above 
appeared July 23, 19hb t and was entitled '"New iSnvoy Disclaims Any Yugoslav 
Plans for Coup at Trieste." This article was written by NEi'ffiOLD NOTES, JR 
The article quotes the Ambassador as saying that Yugoslavia would not be 
’'’provoked into compromising the peace.' 1 The article stated that the 
Ambassador had indicated his country would boycott Trieste if they did not 
get it. The article stated that KOaaliOVIC is a nephew of NICOJMTESIA, th 
Yugoslav-American inventor. i 
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Information contained in bulletin entitled 
"News Flashes from Czechoslovakia under Nazi 
Domination" issued by Czechoslovak national 
Council of America, with reference to Ameri¬ 
can Slav Congress, set forth herein. Includes 
information concerning the permanent committee 
set-up and a part5.al list of delegates to the 
American Slav Congress 
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a copy of a ‘bulletin entitled ws Flashes from Czechoslovakia 
under Nasi Domination", published by the Czechoslovak National 
Council of America, 4049 West Twenty-sixth Street, Chicago, Illi¬ 
nois, release no, 132, dated May 11, 1942* 

This bulletin contains nous concerning the American Slav 
Congress held at Detroit, Michigan, April 25 and 26, 1942. The 
artiole contains the permanent committee set-up of the Congress 
and a list of men of eminence among the delegates to the Congress. 

This article is being quoted below: 

"AMERICAN SLAT CONGRESS FOR GREATER VAR EFFORT" 

The coordination activities of all groups of Slavic 
extraction in America for an intensified war effort 
moved a long step closer to reality as a result of 
the American. S?.av Congrecs held in Detroit April 25 
and 26 and attended by more than 2300 delegates re¬ 
presenting church, fraternal, labor, social and 
cultural groups from all parts of the country. Every 
substantial American Slav organization in the country 
was represented. 


Permanent Committee Set Up 

A permanent committee was elected with LEdfclZYCKI, 

Tice-president of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
for President; Prof. J. J^sZMRHAL, of the ^Czechoslovak 
National Council, Vice-president; STEPHE&^EMAN, JR., 
of the Slovak Evangelical Union, Secretary; VINKO^CJK, 
of t he Croatln Fraternal Union, Treasurer; and BLAIR F. 

C l'iffiR, member of the Educational'' Committee of the 
ish National Alliance, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors. 

Participating Slavic nationality groups elected vice- 
presidents to the Board of Directors. Vice-presidents 
for the respective nationality groups elected were: 
EDMUNfy^piNC, Polish'; W. J.^MUZIK, Czech; V. S.^gjATEE, 
Slovak;' VASII^DICOFF, Bulgarian; SAMUEttfclJLlNl'CH, 
Serbian; JOHJT^UTKOVICH, Croatian; TINCEIJr^AlNEAR, Slo¬ 
vene; FETESSBATIGA, Cprpatho-Russian; GEORGE^KRINSKY, 
Macedonian; NARR'TTPUBESHKOFF, Russian; MI CHASL^ KATCS, 
Ukrainian. 
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The various nationality groups also elected members 
to the nationality committees of the Board of 
Directors. The National Committee of the congress 
held its first plenary session in Pittsburgh, May 10, 
to plan stens to translate the decisions of tho con¬ 
gress Into action. 


Anti-Hitler Measures Adopted 

Main decisions embodied in the resolutions of the 
congress were: 

1. To make a direct appeal to American Slurs com¬ 
prising more than half the workers in the war essential 
industries of the nation to intensify their production 
efforts to outproduce Hitler and the Axis. 

2. To intensify vigilance against fifth-columnists 
operating within the various Slavic groups in this 
country aiming to sow division and disunity in the war 
effort. 

3. To chart * plan to recruit 50,000 American Slav 
volunteers for a house-to-house campaign among American 
Slav families for raising the amount of war bond sub¬ 
scriptions to 10 per cent of income. 

4. To take all measures to strengthen the bonds of 
solidarity among American Slav groups and between them 
and the Slav peoples of Europe for a concerted effort 
against HITIJ5R. 

5. To increase support of all war relief agencies, 
particularly the Russian, Yugoslavian, Polish, Checho¬ 
slovakian, British, Greek and Chinese. 

6. To take steps to counteract the appeasers. 

7. To set up a permanent organisation to coordinate 
and assist in carrying out the decisions adopted by the 
Congress. 


Response Exceeds Anticipations 

The response to the first American Slav Congress ever 
held in America exceeded all anticipations. It re¬ 
vealed the donth of anti-Axis feeling that has seised 
hold of the A*aerleans of Slav descent who came expressing 
desires to do their utmost to the end that the power of 
Hitlerism, arch-foe of the Slav peoples as of freedom- 
loving nooples everywhere shall be decisively smashed. 
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T>j 0 iglpg*» t es wd 2 *s most-ly brawny son from coal mines, 
steel mills, machine chops—the men on idiom the nation 
is counting for much of its war essential goods pro¬ 
duction and wholesome-looking women vtooee faces showed 
hardening lines of determination beneath war smiles. 


Mon of Jodftence Among Delegatee 

v 7ri9*& 

Among the delegate were men and women of distinction 
in many fields of activity—scholars, writers and 
clergymen, among^tbem Rev. TINC5i lrf^ O£lCOVIOg, who re¬ 
presented the %yry) Rcv. Bishop STEFAN S, VOZNICKI v 
at the Congress, and delivered the opening invocation; 
Metropolitpn^flt s hop 3enjamin, of the Russian Orthodox 
Church; Most Rev, JOKN^kRAJKOVICH of Johnstown, Pennsy¬ 
lvania, and Eevs^BitWLOWSKI, Of Buffalo, New York. 

among others present were JOSEPE^WaTTRAS , director of 


f- • a 


ine roxisn national Alliance oi nttsourga; uo&D’imn a* 
^M£DR0J, President of the Polish Central Citizens’ Com- 
'mittee of Detroit; Judge 1* NfcRONKOWSKI of Hamtranch; 
Captain W7>jffi!MAN, Polish War Veterans, Chicago; Dr, V. 
T^>tt50WSEI; chairman Michigan All Slav Committee, Detroit; 
Mis. M.^SESTEROWICZ, dear of Polish journalists, Buffalo, 
New York; 2 LaTKBSSALQK 0V,’ICH, famed Croatian violinist; 
FRAUXNGfilGrQRSKI, assistant district attorney of Milwaukee 
and president of the Pulaski Council there; VINCEMY^LEIN, 
Secretary Chrysler Local No* 1? of tJAW—CIO; Michigan State 
Senator, STANI£Y“NOWAK; Prof. J. J.^SMRHaL, President of 
the Czechoslovak Nationa’ Council; tTOSEriT^ARTINEK f Exe¬ 
cutive Secretary of the Czechoslovak National Council, 
Chicago; KARE^BRCKAL, President of the American Sokol 


Union; ADQLrmaCER, President of the Czech American 
National alliance; VINCENT^yRDSKY, Secretary of the C*ech 
iimcrlcan Nptional Alliance; Rev. JAN S^BSaDAC, Honorary 
president of the Slovak National Alliance; Rev. ARNOST 
of the Federation of American Czechoslovaks in 
Texas; NICQ Ia^S ESLa , Serbian American inventor; ETBIN 
-n^RISIAN, prominent Slovenian writer; Dr. D. K^'j^.TICH, 
'first vice-president Michigan ^ll-Slav Committee; SAMUEL 
^ERLINICH, President of the Serbian National Federation, 
Pittsburgh; Judge ANTHONY^LUGAS, Pittsburgh; Ohio -State— 
Senato!^©DYD-BOICH; Judge GEORGE Sb^.TESY, Cleveland; ‘ 




“T — 











r RAYMQBIraHAVNIK, Slovenska flar odna Podporna Jednota; 
Eev. k. F^BEiJKO, Cleveland; WT7KTCIK, President of 
. the Czechoslovak Society of America; and Mrs. MARIE 
SACRAL of the Hat 1 1 Alliance of Czech Catholics. 


From the serious and restrained mood of the delegates 

it - , wo a v t o t "hi o t^Vir> \r Vid A f ft •»» t.hft o«f> TTlvnin BA of 

AW v A w A Wiv. V4*V>^ 4MAV4 AAA ^ A* f ' A A — 

agreeing on a common line of action to be taken to 
guarantee a speedy end of HITIER and the. Axis. There 
was a notable absence of the usual convention hilarity 
and abandon. 
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An International Event 

It Was a wartime mating dominated by a wartime grim¬ 
ness. That the deliberations of the congress would 
have international repercussions was evidenced in the 
more than thousand telegrams from all parts of the world 
thpt reached, the congress during the sessions. 

One of the wireB greeting it was from a Czech group 
in Teheran, Persia; there were many from Slavic groups 
in Chile, Argentina,, Canada, and throughout America. 

Soviet writers and scientists and members of the Yugl- 
sltiv government in Kuibyshev wired the congress messages 
of greetings and good wishes. 

The Congress was not only an event significant in the 
history of America’s 15 million Slav-descended citizens 
but fraught with meaning for the destiny of the more 
than 200 millions of Slav peoples across the seas en¬ 
gaged in a life-and-death struggle against Nazi enslavers. 

For the first time the nconles of the diverse Slavic 

•r~ j. ‘ — 

groups in America were reaching a common understanding 
on a world-wide issue—a matter that gave delegates a 
feeling of considerable satisfaction. 

Far beyond the brilliantly delivered keynote speeches 
and the iron note of resolve sounded in the resolutions— 
all of which raised the assembly to wild cheers of en¬ 
thusiasm—was the vibrant sense of unity itoich, given 
expression by the congress carried to the Slav peoples 
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throughout the world its ressage of redoubled efforts 
to crush HITLER and guarr tee a democratic victory 
for the world. 


Keynote—Production for Victory 

Production and sacrifice were the keynote notifs of the 
main address of the congress delivered by LEO KRZYGKI. 
Reminding listeners that American Slave occupy a key 
position in America 1 s war industrial pattern, he called 
for greater efforts this year to turn the scales of 
victory in favor of the democracies. 

How to safeguard American war production and American 
morale took up the following sessions which were ad¬ 
dressed by Prof. J, J. ZKRHaL, President of the Czecho¬ 
slovak National Council of America, on fifth-column 
activities and measures to be taken against them; FRANK 
fr^ISBEY, chairman of the Michigan Defense Savings Pro¬ 
gram on'national morale; ELlSOLIVER, of the Labor Division 
of the War Production Board and GEGRGB*£DDES, Secretary- 
Treasurer,of the Auto Workers Union on problems facing 
labor in the war industries. These subjects were treated 
in further detail in special panel discussions later. 


10,000 Hear Hon. Paul V. McHutt 

Two thousand plates were served at the banquet tendered 
the- delegates and guests b y the Michigan Committee of the 
American Slav Congress in the Masonic Temple on April 25. 

But the climax of the congress was a victory rally in 
the Michigan State Fair Coliseum where 10,000 persons 
assembled to hear the Hon. PAUL V. McNUTT, Federal Security 
Administrator and U. S. Government representative to the 
Congress who greeted the delegates and drew thunderclaps 
of applause by his -apoeal for “more tanks for TIMOSHENKO”. 
"In this first Slav Congress you have shown the world the 
miracle of American unity,” he declared. 

a message from President ROOSEVELT was received wishing 
the Congress success in its work." 


/ 
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Nikola 

TESLA 



Whose daring imagination and concrete accomplishments are among the wonders oj our age. 

By PAULINE KLOPACKA 


W HEN Nikola Tesla died in 
January of 1943 in com¬ 
parative seclusion in a New 
York hotel, he owned no more than 
the few personal possessions that had 
become dear to him during the 86 
years of his life. Yet his estate was 
so fabulous that its value can never 
be truly assessed. And his heirs were 
the men and women of all the world. 

What price can be put on the work 
of a man who brought into being the 
electric power era? The industrial 
giant that the U. S. is today rests on 
the eeries of brilliant discoveries and 
inventions in the harnessing and 
transmission of electricity conceived 


by Nikola Tesla, who came to this 
country from the land of the South 
Slavs when he was 28 years of age. 

It was at midnight between July 9 
and 10 in 1856 that a son, Nikola, 
was born to the Rev. Milutin Tesla 
and Djouka, his wife, in the little 
Serbian village of Smiljan, in the 
province of Lika. Now a part of 
Yugoslavia, it was at that time under 
Austro-Hungarian rule. 

Tesla’s father, a Serb, was a priest 
of the Greek Church, and his mother 
of a distinguished Serbian family, 
came from a long line of inventors. 
Both father and mother gave to the 
child a valuable heritage and culture 


developed and passed on by ancestral 

families that had been community 
leaders for many generations. 

It was at first planned that the son 
prepare for the priesthood but Nikola 
would have none of this. Physics and 
mathematics fascinated him. He 
would he a teacher of these favorite 
subjects. But then he switched to elec¬ 
trical engineering and at the age ol 
25 a graduate of Prague University— 
earlier training had been obtained 
at the Graz Polytechnic in Austria— 
he was set for his first job. 

At that time the American Tele¬ 
phone System was brought to Europe 
and an installation set up in Buda¬ 
pest, where Tesla was a successful 
applicant for a position. 

T hree years later, in 1884, he was 
U. S. bound. There were 4 cents in 
the young immigrant’s pocket when 
he arrived in New York, but that did 
not disturb him. He had the names of 
friends. He would soon get to work. 

His confidence was well founded, 
since within a few yean be was 
counted among the ranking scientists 
of the country, his discoveries bring¬ 
ing in handsome royalties. , 

It is interesting to note the descrip¬ 
tion of Teals at this time by his biog¬ 
rapher, J. J. O’Neill in the book, 
“Prodigal Genius”: “Tesla was a 

' S 



Dr mrtRfJ fry Alvtsta Seckar 




spectacular, fi e ure ia New ,rk in 
189L -A tali, dark* hands< well* 
boih individual with « flare lor wear* 
ing clothes that gave him as air of 
magnificence, who spoke perfect Eng¬ 
lish hut carried an atmosphere of 
European culture. He was an out¬ 
standing personality to all who be¬ 
held him.” One of his colleagues 
described him as “immaculately 
groomed, and of delightful courtesy 
and charm.” 

A review of Tesla’s work is noth- 


mayor: “There is something in m 
which is only perhaps illusory . . 
Tut if 1 were to be sufficiently for¬ 
tunate to bring about at least some 
of my ideas it would be lor the bene¬ 
fit of all humanity. If these hopes 
become one day a reality, my greatest 
joy would spring from the fact that 
this work would be the work of a 
Serb.” 

Tesla dedicated his life to peace, 
to lightening the burden of toil from 
the shoulders of his fellow man. As 



ing short of amazing. To quote from 
J. I O’Neill’s book . 

“It was Tesla’s invention of the polyphase 
alternating current system that was directly 
responsible for harnessing Nis^ra Falls 
and opening the modem electric super¬ 
power era in which electricity is transported 
for hundreds of miles to operate the tens 
of thousands of mass production factories 
of our industrial system. 

“Every one of the tall, Martian trans¬ 
mission lines that stalks across the earth and 
whose wires carry electricity to distant cit¬ 
ies is a monument to Tesla, every dynamo 
and every' motor that drives every machine 
in the country is a monument to him. 

“He discovered the secret of transmitting 
electric power to the utmost ends of the 
earth without wires and demonstrated his 
system by which power could be diawn 
from the earth anywhere by making a con¬ 
nection to the ground; he set the entire 
earth in electrical vibration with a genera¬ 
tor which sprouted lightning that rivaled 
the fiery artillery of the heavens- It was a 
minor portion of this discovery that he cre¬ 
ated the modern radio system. He planned 
our broadcasting methods of today 40 
years ago when others saw in the wireless 
only the dot and dash message that might 
save ship* in distress. 

“Tesla was an inventor but he was much 
more than a producer of devices. He was 
a discoverer of new principles opening 
many new empires of knowledge which 
even today have been only partly explored. 
In a single burst of invention be created 
the world of power of today. 

“He brought into being our electric power 
era, the rock bottom foundation on which 
the industrial system of the entire world is 
budded. He gave us our mass production 
system for without his motors and currents 
it could not exist. 

“He gave us every essential of current 
radio. He invented radar 40 yean before 
Its use is World War II. He gave us our 
modem neon and other forms of gaseous 
tube lighting. He gave us fuoraacacit light - 
lag. He gave as the high frequency cur- 
turn Which arc perfomfeg their electronic 

^Mdun tfcnmghout the industrial and mad- 

j^W^oaii Ha gave us remote control by 

* .“■•S* J 

a 

Always proud of his national ori¬ 
gin, Tesla spoke as follows daring his 
visit to Belgrade In 1892 in answer to 
a speech of welcome by the city’s 


every scientist who so interprets his 
function in society, he was stricken 
when he taw the coming of World 

War II and his inventions being pre¬ 
pared for destructive purposes. He 
sought desperately to prevent the war 
and made available a device which he 
offered to the world, maintaining that 
it would make any country, no mat¬ 
ter how small, safe within its bound¬ 
aries. His offer was rejected. 

But once the war was an accom¬ 
plished fact, and when the people’s 
armies rose in defense of their na¬ 
tions in what appeared to be an un- 
ecrual fight, he did all he could to 
rally his countrymen to work to the 
limit in the war effort. 

Shortly before his death he wrote 
as follows to his nephew, M. Sava 
Kosanovic, now Yugoslav Ambassa¬ 
dor to the U. : 

“President Roosevelt and Donald 
Nelson, Director of our War Produc- 
lion have repeatedly urged the Amer¬ 
ican people, workers and employers , 
to meet as fully as possible the goals 
established for the production of war 
materials. . . . For that reason, my 
dear brothers and sisters, as the old¬ 
est Serb, Yugoslav and American in 
the V . S., / am addressing this letter 
to you, asking you to answer the call 
of President Roosevelt. 

“The achievements of our brothers 
in the old country are worthy of the 
spirit which permeates our folklore 
... the fate of the Serbs, Croats and 
Sloxrenes is inseparable” 

Tesla was sot satisfied with bis 
achievements in releasing die earth’s 
energies so that men could work with 
Teas backbreaking effort and live more 
comfortably. The man who could 


draw up a desi c n for a perfect motor 
was also concerned with drawing up 
a plan for a better world. WTien 
Tesla read the address of the then 
Vice-President, Henry A. Wallace, on 
The Future of the Common Man, he 
was fired with enthusiasm. The Yugo¬ 
slav edition of the speech included 
a preface by Nikola Tesla written in 
October, 1942; 

“Out of this war, the greatest since the 
beginning of history* * new world must be 
born, s world that would justify the sacri¬ 
fices offered by humanity. This new world 
must be a world in which there shall be no 
exploitation of the weak by the strong, of 
the good by the evil; where there will be 
no humiliation of the poor by the violence 
of the rich; where the products of intellect, 

science and art will serve society for the 

betterment and beautification of life, and not 
individuals for the amassing of wealth. This 
new world shall not be a world of the down¬ 
trodden and humiliated, but of free men 
and free nations, equal in dignity and re¬ 
spect for man . . 

This mam, whose work was so ad¬ 
vanced of his time that much of it 
still remains unexplored could have 
amassed millions, but he was so little 
interested in personal gain that to 
save his friend, Mr. Westinghouse, 
from bankruptcy he tore up a con¬ 
tract which would have brought him 
S12 millions in royalties. Pressed for 
funds during the latter part of hia 
life, many of his inventions are lost 
to the world. 

But though he was often short of 
money he would walk over to Herald 
Square and feed the pigeons. It was 
almost a sacred trust, feeding the 
pic eons twice a day. They had been 
his personal responsibility through 
the years, and if he could not be 
there to do the feeding, a Western 
Union messenger boy would be hired 
to do the job in his stead. Often he 
would forget an important en»age- 
mfnt so that he might keep his “date” 
on Herald Square. The pigeons were 
a way to relaxation, a note of warmth 
in an otherwise rigidly disciplined 
life. He had few friends and never 
married, since he felt a scientist must 
keep himself free of persona! rela¬ 
tionships that would be unduly de¬ 
manding. 

Restless and ea«er to unravel every 
possible unknown to the very end of 

( Cs m t b uwd o* page 49) 
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— GEO MILEV 


describes only lrom the ctandpo. A 
his art In hie attitude toward 
various events in the life around him, 
which impress him strongly, he does 
not take sides. He does not praise one 
and hurt the other; he merely de¬ 
scribes everything he sees, describes 
it with the delicate, sweet colors of 
• poetry... . 

Geo was fined 20,000 leva and 
sentenced to one year in prison. He 
could not believe that the court could 
make such a decision. With joking 
reference to the dullness of “their 
Honors,” he left the courtroom be¬ 
lieving that the decision would never 
be carried out. 

He was right Unable to enforce 
their decision legally, the government 
resorted to illegal means. 

Next day. May 15, 1925, Geo was 
kidnapped from his home and killed 
by underlings of Prime Minister 
Alexander Tzankoff. 

Hie cultural world of Europe pro¬ 
tested Geo’s death. Henri Barbusse, of 
France, visited Bulgaria to investigate 
the case. In his book “The Murder¬ 
ers” he made reference to the circum¬ 
stances of Geo’s death. Max Rein¬ 
hardt protested and “regretted the 
loss of a very gifted theater director.” 
Oskar Kokoshka, in Vienna, recog¬ 
nized the loss of “a precious critic 
and learned connoisseur of modern 
art.” 


Many Bulgarian writers were si¬ 
lent. Fearing for their lives, they did 
not dare to speak a word for Geo 
Milev or express regret for his death. 
The more courageous of them stated 
that “talent such as Geo’s is born 
only once in a hundred years,” that 
“He was the most cultured Bulgar¬ 
ian,” “The most honest and courage¬ 


ous. 




T he youth and the common people 
deeply mourned for Geo. They 
[4*7 N lost * ftinoere friend 
r. UwMe to uk the Bui- 
pTMaea, they copied 
hand and learned it by 
Bulgarian Undents abroad 
'printed It In Park, and in Belgrade. 
® Prague It vat transl at ed into 


TESLA 

(Continued from page 4) 

his life, he read a paper on the occa¬ 
sion oi his 80th birthday on the per¬ 
fection of a tube for atom smashing. 
As if that were not enough, he also 
presented a system of interplanetary 
communication. 

Thus the fragmentary story of the 
life and work of a Yugoslav immi¬ 
grant who, like so many tens of thou¬ 
sands of his fellow countrymen, left 
their homeland rather than live aa 
subjects within the Austro-Hungarian 
empire. 

He made a unique contribution to 
his adopted land, so ideally suited to 
the full scope of his genius, “the like 
of which in all history could prob¬ 
ably be counted on the fingers of one 
hand.” 

ll is to be hoped that just as he 
brought electrification to the U. S. 
in the short span of ten years, his 
adopted country might assist in the 
full electrification of the Balkans, 
reversing its present policy toward 
New Yugoslavia. 


Czech and in Russia into Russian. 

A few courageous young people in 
Bulgaria printed pamphlets about 
Geo. They were promptly tortured 
and imprisoned. 

We, his family, searched for him 
for months, but we never learned 
exactly where and bow he was killed. 

There were rumors that he had 
been shot in the mountains, that he 
had been burned in the furnace of 
“Public Safety.” These measures 
were used by Bulgarian Fascists long 
before the world knew of Hitler. Both 
stories, however, avowed that his 
spirit was not crushed. 

Geo’s voice was silenced forever. 
The murderers triumphed, but they 
forgot that he who speaks for the 
freedom of a tormented and deprived 
people does not die. In today’s New 
Bulgaria, Geo Milev is honored as 
one of her most cherished sons. Geo's 
poems ire celebrated especially by 
the youth of today, the heirs of the 
September Revolution of 1944, which 
fulfilled his prediction of a decade 
before that “September will be May.” 
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ment of the homes of American Slavs. 

Greetings to the Second Issue 
of 

THE SLAVIC AMERICAN 

end 

Best Wishes for Continued Success 
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The American Way of Life 


hy LOUS ADAMIC 

T Ht opening lines of the Progres¬ 
sive Party's platform read: 
"Throe years after the <*n<i ot 
tJie Second World War the drums 
are beating for a third. Civil liberties 
are beinii destroyed. Millions, cry out 
for relief from unbearably high prices. 
The American Way of Life is in dan¬ 
ger. 

The .American W a\ of Life has 
been the issue in am American elec- 
tion ever since 1770. Every voter who 
goes to the polls, votes—-intelligent)} 
or mistakenlv : independent!} or un¬ 
der the spell of inveterate partisan¬ 
ship— for one of another concept of 
the American W ay of Life. 

Of course, various people, living 
in various circumstances, have vari¬ 
ous ideas of what constitutes the 
American Way of Life. I propose 
to state my ideas of it; also 1 shall 
presume to fit those ideas within the 
frame of the new Progressive Parts 
whit li must continue t<> grow from it- 
Kpjiiiminps in 16H>- 

As I see the American Wav of Life, 
its principles were born of the Ameri¬ 
can Revolution. They were won in 
struggle,- nothing as fundamental 
and deep-reaching comes easy. They 
are stated in the Declaration of In¬ 
dependence and the Constitution of 
the United States. Our job now is 
to perceive what policies and meas¬ 
ure* will safeguard the Way against 
decay and corruption, and will fur- 
ther its growth and evolution to 
meet successfully the problem of 
changing times and new conditions. 
The principles of 1776 are as valid 
as ever, but life is different todav 
from what it was then. Fortunately 
growth and change are of the very es¬ 
sence of the American Way. 

The first principle of the American 
Way of Life is the right to life itself; 
and this must be safeguarded against 
war on the one hand, and on the 
other against poverty, which in recent 
decades has taken a far heavier toll 
than any war in which this nation 
has ever so far been involved— 
though the "next war,” if we permit 
if to be drummed up. will reverse the 
story. 


“Why Go to War to Keep 
Others From Having Their 
Way of Life , "asks Adamic 


The second principle n| the Ameri¬ 
can Wav is liberty ... it has al¬ 
ways been our slogan and our pride. 
But we have long been cautioned 
that its price is eternal vigilance, and 
we know how to recognize those who 
have designs on it. 

The third principle of out Wav 
is abundance. When migrants from 
Europe first began to settle here, this 
was a land rich in the gifts of nature; 
and for all that those gifts have been 
abused by ignorance and irresponsi¬ 
bility. and particularly by exploiters 
and monopolists. Our resources are 
still great enough—if deforestation 
and erosion are cheeked in time, and 
if our mineral resources are properl} 
conserved—In afford abundance, the 
good life, to ail the inhabitants of 
These States. 

And a fourth principle of the Amer¬ 
ican W ; ay is opportunity. 


T HE Progressive Party promises to 
safeguard the right to life by 
avoiding war—always the saddest 
failure of morality and now the po- 
tenial destroyer of human society and 
the globe itself. 

W'hether or not we can avoid 
World War III, I don’t know; but 1 
do know this—that if we don't try 
to avoid it, nothing else is worth trv- 


LOtlS ADAMIC 

Slorpnian Amer¬ 
ican author and 
lecturer, a foremost 
authority on na¬ 
tional group*, he 
is a prolific writer. 
Among his work « 
are My Notire 
Land, Dinner at 
the White House , 
Two-Way Passage, 
Nation of Nations. 
My America. He 
also edits and pub¬ 
lishes a current affairs bulletin. Trends 
and Tides, issued from his home in 
Milford, New Jersey . 


* 


ing to du nowadays. It is futile to 
wonder about the kind of curtain* 
vou’H hang up in your living-room 
. . . futile to write or read books. !<• 
go to lectures or to school . . . silly 
to worry about being called a Red or 
a Communist, or whatever, or about 
being hauled up before the fantastic 
Un-American Activities Committee 
. . . futile to work at your job, what¬ 
ever it may be . . . sillv to worry about 
keeping on the good side of whoever 
can take that job away from you. 

W ar or peace? I don’t know ; but 
if we want any sort of future for this 
country, for the rest of the world, 
for ourselves and the Russians, for 
\ou and me personally, then we'd 
better Wo.k for peace . . . stand up 
for peace . . . stand up with our new 
political vehicle, the Progressive Par¬ 
ty. 

The Progressive Party further pro¬ 
poses to safeguard the right to life 
by abolishing poverty. Cynics, pressti- 
tutes, and generally people without 
hope and vision say this can’t be 
done. They say Henry Wallace is a 
starry-eyed visionary. W 7 e say it can 
be done if we will jealously maintain 
freedom, bear in mind the limitless 
eapabilities of Americans, and keep 
the grip of monopoly from arrogating 
the resources that should serve all- 
and if we will insist upon the appli¬ 
cation of the ever more marvelous 
discoveries and techniques of science 
for the common good. 

The Progressive Party proposes to 
safeguard liberty — not with more 
lip service, but by adhering fully to 
the Constitution, including the Bill of 
Rights and all subsequent amend¬ 
ments, in all their vitality and integ¬ 
rity, and by reviving and enhancing 
the programs and formulations of 
Roosevelt's Aiew Deal. The Progres¬ 
sive Party proposes to guard liberty 
( Continued on page 26) 
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TWO DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN ARTISTS 
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in a unique 


Album of Recordings 
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/ IVAN 
" PETROFF 

Baritone 


By BALOKOVIC 

HYMN TO THE SUN Rirmky-Koriakoff 

CROATIAN RHAPSODY Lhotka 

FOR ONE MOMENT OF JOY Croatian Folk Song 




ZLATKO 

BALOKOVIC 

Violinist 


The American Way 

(Continued from page 5) 

against that danger which most dis¬ 
turbed the Founding Fathers—the 
power of the military. And note how 
all these things are inter-related. Lib¬ 
erty is imperiled by poverty , by mo¬ 
nopoly, by war. Every measure which 
the new party proposes is a measure 
t(j safeguard liberU. 

abundance, the new party means 
that our rich land—and our skills, 
brought here by immigrants from the 
Old World in the last 300 years— 
shall produce all that is needed to 
make the good life available to every 
law-abiding and industrious man and 
woman here, and their children, re¬ 
gardless of color, race or religion; 
and that these fruits of enterprise and 
labor shall not be so ill-divided that 
a few are glutted with a surfeit of 
luxuries while many who toil and 
sweat must for reasons beyond their 
control still go “ill-fed, ill-clothed and 
ill-housed.” 

The pioneers who first possessed 
the Atlantic seaboard and later 
pressed westward through the forests 
and the prairies, could win abun¬ 
dance by strength and industry, by 
the wide swing of the axe. the true 
aim of the flintlock, and the firm 
hand on the plow. There was op¬ 
portunity galore. Almost any man 
could get land for the asking or tor 
a few dollars an acre, and become 


By PETROFF 


LEGEND 

PEASANT'S LAMENT 
ARIA PRINCE IGOR 


By BOTH 


SONGS MY MOTHER TAUGHT ME 
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The American Way 


an independent farmer. Ain man 
could set up a little store in a new 
• ommunitv and become a prosperous 
merchant as the town grew. Almost 
an) man could start a paper, estab¬ 
lish a factory or mill, or open a mine, 
and become an industrialist. 

This is no longer true. Millions of 
square miles ha\e been rendered use¬ 
less for human use and habitation b\ 
irresponsible deforestation and by 
erosion. The number of familv farms 
dwindles yearly; every dav hundreds 
of independent merchants and small 
mining, milling and manufacturing 
companies are forced out of business 
by the power of nionopol). centered 
in all Street. 

The relentless limitation of oppor¬ 
tunity. the shrinking of abundance 
for millions, the violences done to lib* 
ertv in defiance of the Constitution 
and in contempt of the tradition that 
began in 1776. the further threat 
against freedom in the ominous form 
of military rule, the denial of life 
itself to unnumbered victims of pov¬ 
erty, and the grave threat to all our 
lives in the probability of a war 
waged with atom bombs and bacteria 
“these developments, conditions and 
prospects now imperil the American 
Way of Life. 

The Progressive Party proposes to 
restore and safeguard and extend 
that Way—the emphasis is on the 
word “extend.” Nothing in nature 
stands still, and no more can human 
economic and social and political in¬ 
stitutions. Change is the key prin¬ 
ciple of the American Way—growth, 
adaptation, progress. Had it not been 
for that principle, the ISA would 
not exist—we would not now be de¬ 
bating the decisions made in an 
election: we would still be colonial 
subjects, or we wouldn’t be here at 
all. 

If we remembered more vivid I\ 
what daring it took in 1776 to reject 
monarchy and form a republic, we 
would have less hesitation in reject¬ 
ing the National Association of Man¬ 
ufacturers 1 notions of “free enter¬ 
prise,” and adopting measures more 
in keeping with today’s facts of life. 
We would not hesitate to defy the 
greatest power on earth—that of mo¬ 
nopoly corporations and cartels, 
whose agents have lately seized con¬ 
trol of the U.S. Government. 


I ( ontinuni from pop>' 26 ) 

Under Henry Wallace's leadership, 
the Progressive Partv offers itself a*- 
a medium through which those who 
love their countr) and are also in 
favor of their own rightful individual 
interests can express themselves po- 
lilicalh . . . in I'm . . . 1650 . . . 
in 1952. asHim'w^ that the “next war.’ 
n )W being drummed up. won’t destroy 
us all before then. 

We know now that we have estab¬ 
lished a firm foundation for the new 
partv under the leadership of Henry 
Wallace and Glen Taylor. Person¬ 
ally. 1 was not in this campaign only 
in reference to this year’s election 
or because ] think, as I do think, 
that Henry W allace is a great Ameri¬ 
can who should he in the W hite House 
in this crucial period. In the main, 

I was in this campaign because, like 
Wallac e and Taylor, like many other 
Americans. I became convinced that 
neither of the old parties is fit to deal 
with the profound crisis which is com¬ 
ing to a climax in these middle years 
of the 20th centurv. 1 am in this 
movement because I want to "help 
build a new people's party that will 
be capable of coping with the crisis 
now converging upon us and th p rest 
of the world. 

| IKE many Americans. I am for- 
eign -born; and every once in a 
while 1 hear or read some remark to 
the effect that I have no right to be 
doing what I am doing—helping the 
growth of a new party which hopes 
to save the peace. Such remarks 
amuse me. It so happens that 1 have 
read rather extensively in American 
history, not as taught in most schools, 
but as it really happened; and I am' 
impressed by this fact—that in all 
crucial or climactic periods in the 
career of this country, the so-called 
foreigners played important roles. 

The Irish and German elements, for 
instance, were the big “foreign” 
groups around 1776. and it was they 
who became the backbone of General 
W ashington’s revolutionary arniv. 
The Irish and German elements also 
furnished the mass support to Thomas 
Jeff erson when he started a new partv 
150 years ago. Jefferson did not tri¬ 
umph immediately (as Wallace 
didn’t) ; his supporters stood it with 
him until he did (as I hope we will 
^Continued on pap-' 30) 
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Delegate* join in tinging the National Anthem. 


The American Waff 

with Wallace). The same was true 
again in the period of Andrew Jack- 
son, when American democracy took 
another long step forward. When 
Lincoln came along and started a new- 
party, his most steadfast backing 
came from the numerous new-immi¬ 
grant groups—Germans, Finns, Poles. 
Scandinavians and others. 

This was quite natural. As new- 
comers who came here seeking lib¬ 
erty, abundance and opportunity, 
they had a more acute sense of what 
America professed, and they took 
American principles more seriously 
than many of the old-line Americans 
who had begun to be matter-of-fact, 
if not smug, about the country. As 
newcomers, they were somewhat out¬ 
side the mainstream of American life. 
By going behind the cause of Wash¬ 
ington, Jefferson, Jackson and Lin¬ 
coln, they became part of the main¬ 
stream. They promoted themselves 
from second-class citizens to first- 
class. It was Americanization at its 
very best. It made history, it enriched 
the traditions, it integrated the new 
Americans into the country as a 
whole. 

And it is quite natural, and very 
fortunate, that many of us in the 
new-immigrant groups have joined 
with many old-line Negro Americans, 
with many white Americans of the 
earlier immigration waves, with Hen¬ 
ry Wallace, in this movement to form 
a new party and make it competent to 
deal with the complex problems loom¬ 
ing before us. Many of us Slavic 
Americans already in 1946 and early 
in 1947, sensed that Henry Wallace 
was right, and we became part of the 
growing impulse to form a new party. 


(Continued from page 29 > 

Regardless of what some of our oppo¬ 
nents have said, this fact is strictly 
and wonderfully in the American tra¬ 
dition. It is part of the Americaniza¬ 
tion process. It is according to the 
American Way. We are promoting 
ourselves from second-class to first- 
class citizenship. This is resented by 
some of the Americans of the older 
strains, the self-styled standard Amer¬ 
icans; but don’t let that worry you too 
much. They, too, are being American¬ 
ized or re-Americanized as you as¬ 
sume your full rights and duties of 
citizenship. Americanism has its 
standards, to be sure; very high 
standards; but it is not anything rigid 
or dead; it is alive, vital, open to 
change and enrichment. 

Slavic Americans are part of the 
whole immense American dynamic 
which is as yet little understood, and 
is full of promises and dangers. By 
coming here, we of the new immigra¬ 
tion greatly complicated the Ameri¬ 
can civilization as it was, say, 90 or 
100 years ago. Most Slavic immi¬ 
grants became workers in the great 
industries, and now their energy is 
integral with the American scene as 
a whole. Most immigrants in the last 
100 years or so worked hard, many 
of them too hard at too little pay, and 
helped to create a complex industrial 
machine which, lest it overwhelm us. 
now needs intelligent handling and 
control. It is our duty to take an ac¬ 
tive interest in finding an approach 
to the immense industrial, economic 
and social problems facing us: for, 
let me repeat, our coming here and 
our labors in the last several decades 
have helped to create these problems. 

Most of us who came over were 


ordinary people. But in the new im¬ 
migration waves were also some ex¬ 
traordinary human beings. There 
was, for instance, a man of genius, 
Nikola ^esla. His numerous inven¬ 
tions now are one of the most impor¬ 
tant factors in the immense American 
industrial scheme which throbs with 
the high promises that pulsated 
through Tesla’s brain, but which are 
also full of dangers. Personally, as 
one who happens to be proud of be¬ 
ing of the same background as was 
Tesla, I feel it is my special duty to 
help do what is necessary to insure 
that Tesla’s work, as well as the work 
of ordinary men and women, will 
go into the fulfillment of promises in 
our American Uay of Life, rather 
than contribute to the catastrophe 
now threatening. 

\ 1942, Henry Wallace made his 
famous speech on “The Century 
of the Common Man.” Nikola Tesla, 
who was a very uncommon man, pub¬ 
licly endorsed that speech in glowung 
terms. And I think that I speak not 
only for myself, but also for Tesla, 
when l assert that the American Way 
of Life is not the way of incredibly 
greedy monopoly profits and prohibi¬ 
tive prices for the necessities of life. 
Look at this picture: Millions of men 
in their best years who fought and 
suffered, many of whom will carry 
greater or lesser disabilities to their 
graves—veterans to whom we said 
“Nothing is too good for you”—are 
unable to secure homes of minimum 
decency and convenience. Their fami¬ 
lies cannot be adequately fed with 
meat at 70tf to $1.20 a pound. What¬ 
ever wage increases they may secure 
(Continued on page 32' 
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from our 


Dear Editor: 


Our small club of eight members, from a small 
mining community in Pennsylvania, until re¬ 
cently was known as the Rural Ridge Busy Knit¬ 
ters Club. We are now a chapter of the Con¬ 
gress of American Women. 

We have only fifteen dollars in our treasury 
and out of this we are sending you $10, be¬ 
cause of our desire to contribute to the work you 
are doing. 


May it help in some way towards The Slavic 
American s fight for freedom and democracy. 


Anna/tominac. Pres. 


Anne Kondrick. 5ec'y. 
Julia Pukavina, Treas. 
Rural Ridge. Pa. 


Dear Editor: 

1 send you post haste my renewal subscription 
for The Slavic American. 

In all sincerity—keep up the good work for 
you are doing an excellent job in the struggle 
against fascism. 

I never miss an issue. 

Rev. Eliot White 
New York, A'. Y. 


Dear Editor: 

How about more profiles on Slavic American 

writers and scientists like Nikola Tesla? The 

field for this type of material is virtually endless. 

Anton Markulic 
Los Angeles. Cali I. 

(See page 13—Ed.) 
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through their unions, increased living 
costs still stay one jump ahead of 
them. 

W e of the Progressive Party say 
this is not the American Way of Life. 
And “we” includes great numbers of 
ex-GIs and young workers, old-stock 
Americans and immigrants: Ameri¬ 
cans of all breeds and backgrounds. 

If all Americans are employed at 
better than mere-existence wages or 
are engaged in business or profes¬ 
sional activities at a reasonable com¬ 
pensation; if all Americans are well 
clothed and fed; if all Americans 
are secure instead of uncertain and 
worried, as the majority are today, 
there will be no war. The Hearsts. 
Peglers, Forrestals and Bullitts won’t 
get to first base in trying to prop¬ 
agandize us into fear and bate of 
other countries which are emerging 
out of backwardness and. because of 
their different historic experiences, 
are attempting a different system for 
providing benefits and opportunities 
for their citizens. 
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Why go to war to keep others from 
having their way of life? We in the 
W allace movement, in the Progressive 
Party, insist on peace in order to keep 
the American W ay of Life. If our ap¬ 
proach prevails in time, there will be 
no war and Russia will be no danger 
to America, to the American Way of 
Life. The chief danger to this coun¬ 
try and to our institutions under the 
Constitution lies in our present high- 
le\ el politicians and w ire-pullers who 
have raised the cry of Communism 
and of the Russian menace as a 
smokescreen to neutralize any pos¬ 
sible militancy on the part of labor, 
to scare us in the new-immigrant 
groups, to frighten the Negroes, and 
to confuse the people generally so 
they won’t be able to figure out who 
or what is responsible for high living 
costs. Henry Wallace clearly means 
what he says; so he and his active 
supporters were smeared, lest too 
many voters vote for him and in their 
own interest. 

The old-line politicians and wire¬ 


pullers and their propagandists are 
not afraid of Communism, but of 
American democracy and of the 
American people; of the people get¬ 
ting wise to themselves and demand¬ 
ing a return to the American Way of 
Life—the Way defined in the Decla¬ 
ration of Independence and the Con¬ 
stitution of the United States. 

That's what they are afraid of . . . 
that's what ne Progressives stand for 
. . . and that's w hat w ill prey ail if y ou 
and I, all of us and all of our neigh¬ 
bors wherever we come from, do 
everything in our power to build the 
new party that has come into being 
around the personality and political 
philosophy of Henry Wallace. W e, all 
of us, will have to do all we can in 
this post-election period to make of 
the Progressive Party a party capable 
of saving the country and helping to 
bring about a world in which the 
American W ay of Life will include 
not warlike antagonism, but construc¬ 
tive interest in the ways of life in 
other countries. 
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S17MKDSAN0VICH first cans to the attention of the 
Bureau In January, 1945# after the death of NIKOLA. TESLA, one of the world's 
outstanding scientists in the eleotrlcal field* During his llfetins, TESLA 
conducted oany experiments in connection with the wireless transmission of 
electrical power and Just prior to his death, was interested in what is 
eo-.only c»U.d th. .d„th-r V V ' 

The notes and records of TESLA's experiments and formulae, 
together with designs of machinery necessary for their operation# were re* 
ported to be among TESLA's personal effects, after his death. 

It was reported that KDSAND7ICH claimed to be a nephew 
of TESLA, and he attempted to secure possession of TESLA's personal effects, 
and hired a private locksmith to gain access to TESLA's possessions* The 
Bureau was Interested because of the supposedly vital importance of TESLA's 
Inventions and the desire to keep them out of enemy hands,* as one Informant 
Maintains that KQSANOVICH was pro-Axl* In his sympathies* The matter was later 
handled as an alien enemy, custodial detention matter and no further in* 
vestigition conducted by this offlcs 

The Bureau advised by letter of Januaiy 21, 1943, that 
its files revealed confidential Information concerning NIKOLA TESLA and his 
inventions and advised that one NICOOLA\TESLA, who might be identical with 
NIKOLA TESLA, made a speech in Springfield, Massachusetts on July 4, 1922 
under the auspices of the Friends of Soviet Russia* {&¥/, 




















In 1945, we -talked to a Private Bloyce Fitsgerald, 
who stated he had been associated with Tesla, and that the Army 
believed that Tesla's "death ray" is the only defense against 
atom bombs. 


It was very clear we had no responsibility for Tesla 9 s 
effects, that the Alien Property Custodian seised them and we 
learned later that Naval authorities made microfilms of all hie 
papers. / 


Kosanovich communicated with the Bureau on March 29, 
1950, and under date of April 3, 1950, in response to hie request 
for the microfilms of the papers of Tesla, who was a relative of 
Kosanovich, we advised ICosanovich that this Bureau had never been 
in possession of Teslapapers • 



Senator^^^^^^Bfurnished the Bureau five cemmunicati 
received from BMP which pertained primarily to 

Abra hamrS pans 1. This''individual mentioned the FBI at length tn 
these communications, pointing out that Mr » Foxworth had been 
called in on the Tesla oase but was killed shortly thereafter. He 
further stated that he was associated with Fitsgerald and as such 
came in touch with Tesla. He stated the FBI investigated this 
matter but their hands were tied, that there was nothing the FBI 

^ Af/ 7 H W rt Aft ^ ?/ fc n W K aam tt t\ a ^ am a S* •f a 1* a i* 7 a ^ 1 ^ V m 

y *>/» cu o u vyys* l* j f uni JL O' </0 JL j Wtl* fc 

the FBI Agent he dealt with, resigned and requested 
_ never to discuss the matter with him again, t hat 
d wife and family to constder and that the last hope was 
Congress. These communications were furnished to the Department 
on September 29, 1950. 
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cate that we have ever interview 
allegations . 


The file 
on the basis 


I think we should see what specifics wants* I 

think we can tell him on the Tesla papers that when they were 
sported to us 3 the Department stated that the Alien Property 

G ht!* t0d Y\ n going to seise the papers and that we learned Spanel 
had called t he_War Depar t ment a bout the papers falling into the 
wrong hands . —— - r * * 
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Xr. Ijon ef the State Department informed p* Botch that ba 
obtained a note frco Colonel Qrcmbachj Special Intelligence, Bar Departs* 
concerning the above oentioned individual . Mr* Ijoa was of the opinion 
that the information supplied by Colonel Qrcmbaeb aiy be of interest to 
the Bureau# _ I / 

lhe information as obtained froa Oolonellfrombach by Hr# Lyon 
ie quoted as followst 1 
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INTERVIEW OF THE SUBJECT 













Acquaintanceship with Officials in the Yugoslav Goverrment 


_ _ admitted at this time 

he was interested in Yugos^v matters, Yugoslav progress in engineering, 
and their advances in equjxjpient. He said he was also desirous of making 
the acquaintance of NIKOLffvTSSLA, who was an o utstanding Yugoslav scien 
tist and t>ne of the founders of Westinghouse, 














administrator, but he has considerable respect for him in many ways® 
believes that KQSANOVTC emphasized to the Yugoslav government that he 
(KOSANOVIC), would be especially effective as Ambassador because he w 
a nephew of TESLA (mentioned above) and a friend o^Mayo r LA GUARDIA , 
and__ojfcer_irifluential persons in this country, 
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